Risk Assessment
Home to School Transport – Blind / Visually Impaired Child
Pupil details
(To be completed)
· Pupil name:
· Age / Year group:
· Type of visual impairment (e.g. blind / severely visually impaired / partial sight):
· Additional needs (if applicable):
· Method of travel: Taxi / Minibus / Other
· Passenger Assistant required: Yes / No
Environment
· Pick‑up and drop‑off points (home & school)
· Vehicle interior (steps, handrails, seating)
· Varying weather and light conditions
· Road and traffic hazards

Identified Risks and Control Measures
1. Boarding and alighting the vehicle
Risk:
· Trip or fall due to inability to visually judge steps, kerbs, or uneven surfaces.
Control measures:
· Passenger Assistant to guide the pupil using agreed verbal prompts or physical guidance (as appropriate).
· Pupil to be given time and clear instructions when entering or exiting the vehicle.
· Driver to park in a safe, consistent, and authorised stopping place.
· Handrails used where available.
· No movement of vehicle until PA confirms pupil is seated and secure.

2. Navigating to and from the vehicle
Risk:
· Walking into obstacles, other vehicles, or people.
· Becoming disoriented.
Control measures:
· Handover to a responsible adult at home and school (unless independence is formally agreed).
· PA to position themselves between the pupil and potential hazards.
· Clear and consistent verbal cues (e.g. “step up”, “turn left”).
· Familiarisation with routine and surroundings.

3. Seating and restraint use
Risk:
· Incorrect seating position or difficulty locating seatbelt.
· Injury during sudden braking.
Control measures:
· PA to assist pupil to seat and ensure seatbelt / harness is correctly fastened.
· Pupil to use the same seat on every journey where possible.
· Equipment checked regularly for wear or faults.

4. Movement inside the vehicle
Risk:
· Loss of balance if vehicle moves.
· Collisions with other passengers.
Control measures:
· Pupil to remain seated for the duration of the journey.
· PA to supervise throughout.
· Other passengers briefed on appropriate conduct if sharing transport.

5. Emergency situations
Risk:
· Panic or inability to evacuate safely.
Control measures:
· Driver and PA aware of pupil’s needs during evacuation.
· Pupil to be supported physically and verbally during emergencies.
· Emergency procedures explained to pupil in an accessible and reassuring way, appropriate to their understanding.
· School and SEN Transport Team contact details carried in vehicle.

6. Communication difficulties
Risk:
· Instructions not understood or missed.
· Increased anxiety due to lack of information.
Control measures:
· Staff to use clear, calm, and consistent language.
· Any agreed communication methods (e.g. tactile prompts, Makaton, familiar phrases) followed.
· Changes to routine communicated in advance where possible.
7. Safeguarding and wellbeing
Risk:
· Increased vulnerability due to sensory impairment.
Control measures:
· All staff DBS‑checked and trained in safeguarding.
· No changes to route, passengers, or staff without authorisation.
· Any concerns reported immediately via agreed safeguarding procedures.

Additional Considerations
· Weather conditions (ice, heavy rain, poor light) – increased supervision required.
· Medical or emotional needs (e.g. anxiety related to travel).
· Transition periods (new route, new staff, new school).

Review and Monitoring
· Risk assessment reviewed: 
· At least annually
· Following any incident or near miss
· If pupil’s needs or transport arrangements change

Signatures
· Completed by:
· Role:
· Date:
· Review date:
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