Update regarding free school meals changes, for schools using the Staffordshire County Council Free School Meals Entitlement Checking Service – 12 May 2026 
Two types of income‑assessed FSM (from September 2026)
There will be two types of income‑assessed FSM:
1. Targeted FSM – for pupils who meet the existing eligibility criteria, which includes a household income threshold.
2. Expanded FSM – for pupils from households receiving Universal Credit, regardless of the household income level or the amount of Universal Credit received. 

Rechecking of entitlement and new census requirements
· All FSM claims must now be rechecked annually. If a pupil is no longer eligible, FSM must end at the end of the relevant academic year.
· Under new census guidance, schools must record: 
· the FSM entitlement type, i.e. targeted or expanded and
· the ‘last verified’ date (the date entitlement was last checked).
· If a valid verification date is missing from the census return, the pupil will not be counted as eligible, leading to a loss of funding.


For schools that buy into our service:
· Whilst we are still seeking clarification from the DfE on some details, be assured that we will be updating our systems, processes and reports to meet the new requirements.
· We will: 
· carry out annual entitlement checks on your behalf;
· notify parents and schools of any eligibility changes and provide the school with the eligibility type, for you to record in your systems and census returns.
· Update your Prime reports to reflect these changes
· Our website and application process is being updated. In the meantime, parents should not submit FSM applications for September starts before 15 June 2026. This ensures the applications are checked against both the targeted and expanded criteria, maximising eligibility. 
· We will also continue to transfer valid FSM claims for pupils moving phase between our SLA schools where possible, without requiring a new parent application. We will notify both the parent and the receiving school if they are eligible.
· As the transitional protection is now ended, a free school meal can only be provided once parent has made a successful application through our web-based application form. A meal cannot be provided simply due to them having previously received one, their sibling being in receipt of one, or because the Common Transfer File or Get Information About Pupils record shows they were previously in receipt of a free meal.

We will provide further guidance and timescales to our service users via the electronic school bag as soon as we receive clarification from the DfE. We are also looking to add information for schools using our service to the School Learning Net and will advise you of the details when available. 
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