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Primary Assessments Data Collection 

Procedures 2026 

Information for schools           April 2026 
 
Dear Schools, 

 
Welcome to the 2026 assessment period. This document provides a summary of the 

submission process, key dates and deadlines for the primary phase data collections for summer 

term 2026. Please pass this on to your school administration team, key stage co-ordinators and 

other members of staff involved in the submission of assessment data. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Tim Moss 

Assistant Director for Inclusion, Education and Learning  

 

 
Key Dates 
 

Description  Deadline date for 

submission 

Method of submission 

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile 
(EYFSP) 

Friday 19th June 2026 Perspective Lite File 
Request to the LA 

Phonics (Year 1 and Year 2 resits) Wednesday 17th June 
2026 

Perspective Lite File 
Request to the LA 

Key Stage 2 Teacher Assessments  26th June 2026 NCA Tools  

Phonics Headteacher Declaration ** 30th June 2026 NCA Tools 

Key Stage 2 Headteacher Declaration  29th May 2026 NCA Tools 

Year 4 Multiplication Table Check 
(MTC) Headteacher Declaration 

29th June 2026 DFE sign in (MTC Service)  

 

** Not to be confused with the permission to check form to be submitted to the Schools Data 

Team  
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Assessment Name Date 

Phonics Testing Week  Monday 8th June to Friday 12th June 2026 

Phonics absentee testing period* Monday 15th June to Friday 19th June 2026 

* If a pupil is away from school during testing week, please let the Schools Data Team know via 

email so ensure we are aware of additional data to be included afterwards.     

 
 

 
Preparation  
 

Phonics  
This year the Phonics Screening Check will be administered during the week commencing 

Monday 8th June 2026.   

Schools are also required to enter any Year 2 pupils who did not meet the expected standard, 

were absent or disapplied from the check, or did not take the check for any other reason in 

2025.   

The Schools Data Team will be providing schools with a list of which Year 2 pupils that should 

take the test again according to our records. This will be available via Perspective Lite in April 

2026.    

Key stage 2  
Please be aware, schools who will be moderated, will be informed on or after the 15th May 

2026.  Schools are responsible for checking and submitting their own data to NCA Tools and 

the data will be checked by the Local Authority.   

 

Software and MIS Support 

SIMS Schools should ensure they have updated to the latest version to ensure they can record 

the assessments, produce the necessary files and final export of data.   

 

SIMS Wizards provided by Entrust will be available via the Staffordshire Learning Network 

shortly.   

 

Other software systems and MIS Suppliers, please contact your own IT Support for details.    

 

Access permissions 

Please ensure key members of staff have the correct access and have checked they can access 

the systems before the assessment period.  During busy times there will be a delay in getting 

new users and passwords reset for systems.   
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Submission of our collections (EYFSP and Phonics) 
 

Please be aware that all assessment submissions to the LA for the 2026 reporting period must 

be made through Perspective Lite via file request.  

 

File request (Perspective Lite) 

As part of the statutory EYFSP and Phonics collections process, the Schools Data Team use the 

File Request module within Perspective Lite as the preferred method of secure data transfer. 

 

All state funded schools and academies within Staffordshire must securely submit their annual 

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile, and Phonics results 1 to the Schools Data Team by the 

specified deadlines. 

 

Read the File Request guidance for help submitting files. 

 

Your support in meeting the Schools Data Team return dates is essential.  This will allow time for 

any work with schools to ensure that the data fully represents their children’s achievements 

before a timely submission to the DfE on your behalf.   

 

You will note that the recommended LA submission dates are slightly in advance of the final 

ARA deadlines, this is to allow us to support schools that may be experiencing difficulties.  

 

Schools that submit by these dates will also benefit from early reports detailing the outcomes at 

school and pupil level. 

 

 

 
Permission to check forms / Head teacher declarations   
 
Please note that you are required to submit a Permission to Check form to the Schools Data 

Team for each of your assessment submissions at the time of submission, this includes 

resubmission of data.   

 

The Permission to Check form requests a headteacher signature confirming that the Schools 

Data Team can check and submit the assessment results on behalf of the school. 

 

Forms will be available on the Staffordshire Learning Network in April 2026 (they should only 

be completed and returned to the Schools Data Team once the assessment submission has 

been made).  Forms can be returned via e-mail to schools.datateam@staffordshire.gov.uk.   

 

However, this does NOT replace and is in addition to the requirement to submit a Head 

teacher Declaration Form (HDF) via the NCA Portal for your Phonics submission as detailed in 

Article 5A(1)(c) of the 2004 Order. 

https://perspective.angelsolutions.co.uk/Perspective/Login.aspx
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/system/files/2026-04/Guidance%20Notes%20-%20File%20Requests%20.pdf
mailto:schools.datateam@staffordshire.gov.uk
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/2783/contents/made
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This is the school’s responsibility, failure to complete the HDF by the deadlines may result in a 

maladministration investigation.  The form will be available from Monday 8th June 2026 and 

must be completed by Tuesday 30th June 2026.   

 

 
What to expect after submission of data 
 

Reports 

When we have received and processed your data for Early Years Foundation Stage profile 

(EYFSP), and Phonics, the Schools Data Team will provide you with reports that allow you to 

check the data before it is sent to the DfE. Once again, the reports are to be published 

on Perspective Lite. 

 

 

Submission to the DfE 

The Schools Data Team will submit your assessment results to the DfE via COLLECT by the 

specified deadlines.  Please note once DfE deadlines have passed we are unable to amend 

your data.   
 

 
Further guidance and documentation links  
 

Perspective Lite 

https://perspective.angelsolutions.co.uk/Perspective/Login.aspx  

 

Early years foundation stage profile handbook  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-handbook  

 

Key stage 1 Phonics: assessment and reporting arrangements (ARA)  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-assessment-and-

reporting-arrangements-ara  

 

Optional Key stage 1 teacher assessments  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-1-teacher-assessment-guidance/key-

stage-1-teacher-assessment-guidance   

 

Key stage 2: assessment and reporting arrangements (ARA)  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-2-assessment-and-reporting-

arrangements-ara  

 

NCA Portal  

https://www.ncaportal.education.gov.uk/ 

 

https://perspective.angelsolutions.co.uk/
https://perspective.angelsolutions.co.uk/Perspective/Login.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-handbook
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-assessment-and-reporting-arrangements-ara
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-assessment-and-reporting-arrangements-ara
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-1-teacher-assessment-guidance/key-stage-1-teacher-assessment-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-1-teacher-assessment-guidance/key-stage-1-teacher-assessment-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-2-assessment-and-reporting-arrangements-ara
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-2-assessment-and-reporting-arrangements-ara
https://www.ncaportal.education.gov.uk/
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NCA Portal Access Guidance  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-the-primary-assessment-gateway  

 

Primary Assessment Gateway Login Page  

https://www.ncaportal.education.gov.uk/  

 

DfE Sign-in (for S2S and HDF for MTC service) Select link - 

https://services.signin.education.gov.uk 

 

Entrust Supported schools Knowledge Base Portal for guidance notes (KB0011883) 

http://support.entrust-ed.co.uk 

 

 

Contact details  
 

Schools Data Team  
 
The Schools Data Team is Staffordshire County Council’s point of contact for all submission and 
data quality related issues.   
 
The Schools Data Team can support with queries such as: 

• UPN Queries 
• Starters and leavers queries – finding about if a pupil should be included in submissions 

• Submitting data via Perspective Lite 

• Changes in submission marks 
 
Schools Data Team 
Tel: 01785 895600 
Schools.datateam@staffordshire.gov.uk  

 
Entrust MIS Team: 

Schools supported by Entrust for MIS systems SIMS and Arbor can contact the MIS Team for 
assistance with queries such as: 

• Issues importing and using SIMS Assessment wizards 

• Ensuring the correct version of SIMS is installed 
• Setting up pupil cohorts for use in Assessment wizards  

• Assistance with Assessment File exports and imports 

Entrust MIS Team 
edtech@entrust-ed.co.uk  

Tel: 0333 300 1900 
 
Schools who are not supported by Entrust should contact their own MIS support provider. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-the-primary-assessment-gateway
https://www.ncaportal.education.gov.uk/
https://services.signin.education.gov.uk/
http://support.entrust-ed.co.uk/
mailto:Schools.datateam@staffordshire.gov.uk
mailto:edtech@entrust-ed.co.uk
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Contact for Early Years Foundation Stage Profile Assessment:  
 

The Early Years Team are the Staffordshire County Council point of contact for Early Years 
Foundation Stage and related queries.   
 
Please use the dedicated inbox:  

earlyyears.eyfspassessment@staffordshire.gov.uk 

 
Via the inbox, the Early Years Senior Improvement Consultants can support with queries such 
as: 
 

• Children transferring schools 

• Children who are remaining within EYFS 
• Specific queries around EYFSP assessment 

 

 
Contact for KS1 and KS2 Assessment, Monitoring & Moderation: 
 

Entrust assessment team are the point of contact for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 related 
queries.   
 
The Entrust Assessment Team can support with queries such as: 

• Phonics (test administration, participation) 
• Key Stage 1 (test administration – please remember these assessments are voluntary) 

• Key Stage 2 (test administration, teacher assessment, moderation procedures, 
participation)  

• Support on marks  
• Access arrangements (all tests and checks)  

 

Phonics Screening Check and Key Stage 1 – Sara Cairns 
statutoryassessment@entrust-ed.co.uk  

07581 621841 
 

Key Stage 2 – Sarah Luty 
statutoryassessment@entrust-ed.co.uk 

07817 834932 

  

mailto:earlyyears.eyfspassessment@staffordshire.gov.uk
mailto:statutoryassessment@entrust-ed.co.uk
mailto:statutoryassessment@entrust-ed.co.uk
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)  
 
 

Contents with hyperlink to section  

How to submit my results 

How do I get help from the DfE  

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile Queries  

Phonics Queries  

Management Information System Queries  

Key Stage 1 Queries  

Key Stage 2 Queries  

 
How to submit my results 

 
Why are the deadline dates before the published DfE submission dates? 

 

Staffordshire County Council ask for submissions at the requested dates to allow time for any 

work with schools to ensure that the data fully represents their pupils’ achievements before a 

timely submission to the DfE on your behalf.   

 

Delays in receiving your results slows the tight process timeline in getting all required 

Staffordshire County Council schools submitted to the DfE within the scheduled deadlines.   

 

 

Process step Description  

Processing week  Staffordshire County Council collate and import phonics results 

from over 300 schools into the checking system 

Data assurance checks Check all information has been submitted, check for missing 

pupils, duplicate children etc 

School checks  Reports are produced and sent to all schools allowing them time to 

check they are happy with the results they are submitting  

Updates where required Staffordshire County Council will update any marks, change data 

where required. 

Submission to the DfE  Submission is made to the DfE COLLECT site on behalf of 

Staffordshire Schools 

Cross county checks As other Local Authority’s upload their submissions, Staffordshire 

County Council has a responsibility to check duplicate submissions 

across county borders before the final date of collection 
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What format can I send my data in? 

 

Your submission should be made in XML in the DfE specified format. 

We are unable to accept submissions in word or excel 

 

Can I change a result of a pupil? 

 

Yes, if within deadlines.   

Please resubmit your data via the perspective lite file request.  Please mark it with a version 

number so we can see it is a new version and please remember to also resubmit your 

permission to check form with the updated file name.   

 

How do I correct a mistake after submitting my data? 

 

You can contact the Schools Data Team or resubmit your data via the perspective lite file 

request.  Please mark it with a version number so we can see it is a new version and please 

remember to also resubmit your permission to check form with the updated file name.   

 
How do I get help from the DfE  
 
How do I contact the DfE National Curriculum Assessments helpline? 

 

Their contact number is 0300 303 3013 

 

I can’t access NCA tools – who do I contact? 

 

Phone: 0300 303 3013 

Email: assessments@education.gov.uk 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile Queries  
 

Please refer to the latest version of the Early years foundation stage profile handbook Early 

years foundation stage profile handbook - GOV.UK 

 

A pupil in my cohort has Special Educational Needs (SEN) do I need to submit for them? 

 

Yes. Children are not exempt from the profile on the basis of SEND and a profile should be 

submitted for all pupils in the cohort.  For additional information please refer to the Early Years 

Foundation Stage Profile Handbook – Completing the EYFS Profile – Completing the profile for 

children with SEND. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-handbook/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-handbook
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-handbook/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-handbook
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For my EYFSP submission I have used the A code for pupils with SEN or pupils who have 

recently joined the school – is this ok? 

 

No.  The A code (the assessment rating for a child who has an exemption) should only be used 

for children who have an individual exemption on the grounds of religious or philosophical 

beliefs. Schools who submit it for any other reason would not be meeting the statutory 

requirements of the EYFS. For further information please refer to the Early Years Foundation 

Stage Profile - Completing the EYFS profile – Exemptions.  

 

A Reception pupil started after the May half term – do I submit the profile for them or 

does the previous school? 

 

If a child moves schools during the summer term the schools must agree which of them will 

complete the profile. In general, if a child starts at a new school on the first day of the second 

half of the summer term (or any time after that), then the previous school should submit the 

data. If a child moves school at any time before the summer term, then the new school should 

submit the data. Please refer to the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile - EYFS profile data 

collection and submission – Children transferring schools.  

 

A child in our school is going to remain in EYFS provision beyond the age of 5 - do I need 

to submit for them? 

 

No. In these exceptional circumstances you will not have to submit the profile for this child, as 

assessment should continue throughout the EYFS provision and the profile should be 

submitted only once at the end of the year before the child moves to year 1. However, please 

let the Schools Data Team know the pupil details so they can update the records to indicate that 

a profile will not be submitted until the following year. Please refer to the additional information 

in the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile - EYFS profile data collection and submission – 

Children who remain in EYFS provision beyond the age of 5.  

 

 

I have a pupil that joined our school from another country this academic year – do I need 

to submit for them? 

 

Yes. A submission is still required for pupils in this scenario. The EYFS profile must be 

completed for all children, including those who have not spent a long time in the school due to 

illness, arriving from abroad or not starting school until a substantial part of the year has gone 

by.  
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Phonics Queries  
 

Which children do not have to sit the check? 

 

Pupils shouldn't take the check if they: 

• have not completed the first year of KS1 English programme of study 

• haven't shown any understanding of grapheme-phoneme correspondences. 

• have limited fluency in English. 

• have recently moved to the country and are unable to understand letters and sounds in 

English. 

• Use British sign language 

• are non-verbal or selectively mute. 

 

 

If a child arrives at a school just before or during the check, do they need to take it? 

 

Yes, unless any of the above criteria apply 

 

 

A pupil was absent during phonics testing week – what do I do? 

 

The pupil will be able to take the test during the absentee testing period which is Monday 15th 

June to Friday 19th June 2026.   

 

What happens if a child is absent for both weeks of the check period? 

 

He/she has to be marked as absent when submitting the results. 

 

 

A pupil goes to two schools – who should submit the results? 

 

The main registration school should submit the marks for the pupil. Please ensure you speak to 

the other school to agree who is submitting and duplication is avoided. 

 

Which children have to re-take the check in Y2? 

 

Children who: 

• didn't reach the expected standard in Y1 the previous year. 

• were absent when the check took place in Y1. 

• had recently arrived in the country when the check took place in Y1 and could not speak 

confidently in English. 

• entered the schooling system in Y2 
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If a pupil doesn’t meet the phonics pass mark in year 2 – can they resit again in year 3? 

 

No.  Pupils can only resit once in year 2. 

 

Who is allowed to administer the check with the children? 

 

The check must be carried out one-to-one by a teacher or suitably trained staff member.  

Schools must ensure that all check materials are kept secure and confidential. 

 

How long will I need to do the test with a class of 30 children? 

 

As a guide, 1 day or 2 half days should be sufficient. Each check is likely to take no more than 

10 minutes (including admin). 

 

Do I need to cover any wall displays? 

 

If you believe a display could help children in anyway, it should be removed/covered before the 

check starts. 

  

What adaptations can we make to the check materials for children with SEN? 

 

Adaptations should be based on normal classroom practice for pupils with specific needs. 

Modified versions of the check can be downloaded from NCA portal from Monday 8th June.  

Children who use coloured overlays as part of normal classroom practice, can do so during the 

check. 

 

These include versions with no pictures/black and white pictures (for those children who would 

find them distracting). You can make the following changes to these downloadable materials: 

 

• change the font 

• change the font size 

• have fewer words per page 

• printed onto different coloured paper. 

 

It is not possible to list all the circumstances in which pupils may need adaptations. If you need 

to discuss access arrangements to meet a pupil’s specific needs, you should use the ‘Message 

us - access arrangements’ form within the ‘Test administration’ tab on the NCA Portal. 

    

Can the check be done in more than one sitting for children who find it difficult to 

concentrate? 

 

Yes, but 'children should be isolated from the rest of the cohort during a rest break and the 

check must be completed on the same day'. 

  

https://www.ncaportal.education.gov.uk/
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How long can you give a child to read a word? 

 

There is no time limit. 

  

What happens if a child reads a word incorrectly, but then self corrects? 

 

Self-correction is allowed, but children must not be prompted to 'have another go'. 

  

If a child sounds out a word but doesn't blend it (ie. say the word), what happens? 

 

It has to be marked as incorrect. 

  

What happens if a child reads a word correctly and then changes his/her mind and reads 

something else? 

 

It has to be marked as incorrect. 

   

If a child is struggling, can I stop the check before the end? 

 

Yes, at any time. 

  

What should I write on the answer sheet? 

 

You only need to show whether the word was read correctly/incorrectly. However, it can be very 

useful to write what the child actually said if they make as mistake, so you can see what they 

might need to practise. Mistakes can also be used for a question level analysis to see if there 

were common mistakes made by more than one child. This could inform future teaching. 

 

 

Management Information System Queries  
 

What SIMS Version do I need to be on to access the Key Stage Assessment Wizards? 

 
Schools will need to be on SIMS version 7.228 to access the Key Stage Assessment Wizards. To 

check your version of SIMS, please click on the Help button at the top of your SIMS screen and 

select About SIMS.Net, this will then show the version number. 

 

I cannot find or see the SIMS Key Stage Assessment Wizards. 

 

Following the upgrade to SIMS 7.228 the appropriate Key Stage Assessment Wizards should be 

available to use, however in some schools it may be missing. If you are unable to find the 

relevant Wizards, please refer to our guidance notes on KB0011883 http://support.entrust-

ed.co.uk  

 

http://support.entrust-ed.co.uk/
http://support.entrust-ed.co.uk/
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Which SIMS Key Stage Assessment Wizard do I need to use for Key Stage 1? 

 

As the Key Stage 1 Wizard is no longer a statutory requirement, ESS SIMS have NOT provided a 

2026 KS1 wizard so schools will need to re-use the 2024 KS1 wizard and edit the membership 

dates accordingly. 

 

I am using SIMS Connected and cannot import or export the relevant files. 

 

Remember, when using SIMS Connected, SIMS cannot import/export files from and to your 

local machine.  

 

Files will need to be transferred to or from SIMS Connected before/after the import and export 

processes can be performed. 

If you have any questions or would like further support: Schools subscribing to Entrust can 

contact the Service Desk on 0333 300 1900 – edtech@entrust-ed.co.uk or visit the Entrust 

Support Portal, http://support.entrust-ed.co.uk 

 

What do I need to do if I need to exclude or include additional pupils? 

 

The creation of a user defined group allows you to report on only the required students to be 

submitted, for example students who have left but need to be included or those who have 

recently arrived who need to be excluded. For further guidance, please refer to our guidance 

notes on KB0011883 http://support.entrust-ed.co.uk  

 

 

Key Stage 1 Queries  
 

Do I have to send you my Key Stage 1 results? 

 

Key Stage 1 assessments are optional.  Staffordshire County Council will not be collecting data 

from schools who do choose to undertake these assessments.  

 

 

Key Stage 2 Queries  
 

Where do I submit my Key Stage 2 Teacher Assessments? 

 
These assessments are submitted to the STA via the NCA Portal. Schools can submit their 

assessments from Monday 18th May 2026, until the STA closes the submission window on 

Friday 26th June 2026.  

https://www.ncaportal.education.gov.uk/ 

http://support.entrust-ed.co.uk/
http://support.entrust-ed.co.uk/
https://www.ncaportal.education.gov.uk/

