Dear Heads or Principals, and Safeguarding leads of education settings in Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent.

When a suspected suicide occurs, the effect on those touched by it is immediate and traumatic.  When it happens in an education setting the impact can be especially huge. Both students and the adults may struggle to cope, and evidence tells us that they may become at higher risk of suicide themselves.  As such it can be difficult for the leads of the education setting to know how it should best respond to manage the situation and minimise further harm.
This guidance document has been written to support the Heads, Principals and safeguarding leads of schools and colleges around the immediate processes involved in a child death by suspected suicide, and to provide advice about ongoing support and communications relating to this difficult subject.
This guidance document is deliberately ‘generic’ to allow it to be widely used in education settings across Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent. Most of the content will be relevant and appropriate to all settings, but there may be some information in here that may not be relevant (to your locality or type of school or college), or you may feel it would be helpful to have some more specific guidance appropriate to your particular circumstances. 
You are welcome to adapt or modify this document to your needs if you do not deviate from any of the key messages.  If you wish to check before adapting the document to suit your specific circumstances, the Educational Psychology Teams in both Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent are happy to support you.
With very best wishes




