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Highways Work Agreements Flowchart 
 
There are many types of scheme proposals that may be required as a result of development that can 
be covered by either a: 
 

- Major Works Agreement (carried out under either Section 278 Highways Act 1980 or Section 
111 Local Government Act 1972 and Section 130 Highways Act 1980. The County Council will 
decide which process to use once an application has been made); or a 
 

- Minor Works Agreement (carried out under Section 111 Local Government Act 1972 and 
Section 130 Highways Act 1980). 
 

In addition, if the newly constructed highway is sought to become publically maintainable (adopted) 
then a New Roads Agreement (carried out under Section 38 Highways Act 1980) will also be 
required.  
 
The below flowchart can be used to determine which Agreement will be necessary for your proposal. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

No 

Yes 

No 

Are the works involving the construction of 
new roads to be adopted? 

Yes 

No 

Are there significant junction works 
involved, i.e. new traffic signals, a 
roundabout, puffin crossings etc.?  

Major Works 
Agreement  
(Section 278 or  
Section 111 & 130) 

Minor Works Agreement  
(Section 111 & 130) 

New Roads Agreement 
(Section 38) 

Nature of Works: 
 

Developer who wishes 
to construct new roads 
and/or needs to create 
an access or modify the 
highway as a result of 
development 
 
 
 
 

Definitions: 
 

New Roads 

Construction of new 
estate roads 
(residential/commercial) 
which requires a Section 
38 Agreement under the 
Highways Act 1980. 
This is separate to a 
Major or Minor Works 
Agreement 
 
Value of Works 
Estimated construction 
value of works (exc. 
costs to third parties, 
e.g. utility diversions) 
 
Traffic Regulation 
Order 
Required to change a 
speed limit, weight limit, 
etc. 
 
Traffic Sensitive 
Formal designation 
where certain roads are 
classed ‘Traffic 
Sensitive’ based on 
level of traffic volumes 
that use them 

Is there land transfer required? 
 

Is the value of the works over £20,000? 

Is a permanent Traffic Regulation Order 
required? 

 

Is the proposal affecting the traffic sensitive 
network? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Are there any other works in the vicinity that 
may have an influence on this project? 

No 

No 

Are there any alterations required to 
permanent highway structures? 
 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 


