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Bladed Weapon Guidance for Schools

 Possession of a weapon, particularly a knife on school or college premises is often an indicator of vulnerabilities for the young person concerned and therefore a multi-agency approach is important, instigated by a police referral. The school or college should not be expected to manage the situation in isolation. School staff do have the power to search for weapons, using force as is reasonable in the circumstances (Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006) https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/674416/Searching_screening_and_confiscation.pdf . 
It is important that staff do not put themselves at risk.
 The presumption would be to contact the police unless in exceptional circumstances where there is a reasonable explanation or set of circumstance where it is obvious that a weapon or prohibited article has been brought into school or college as a genuine mistake. 
 Therefore, as the police will be involved in most situations where a weapon is involved, the full circumstances relating to the incident will be investigated.
Simple Guide for Schools

1. Recover the item if safe to do so, if anyone’s safety is immediately compromised please call 999, for non-emergency situations contact 101 or report via the digital format on Staffordshire Police Website.

2. In line with NPCC guidance (Child Centred Policing), unlike other matters that can be dealt with within the school, all students found in possession of a bladed weapon should be reported to the Police with the primary aims around safeguarding/ education and prevention. The police can help to ensure appropriate referrals are made to partner agencies to reduce safeguarding concerns.

https://www.npcc.police.uk/documents/Children%20and%20Young%20people/When%20to%20call%20police%20guidance%20for%20schools%20and%20colleges.pdf



3. Where there is intelligence regarding a bladed weapon, a Child Exploitation (CE) Intelligence form (attached) to be submitted to Staffordshire Police Knowledge Hub. The intelligence will be analysed and allocated to the relevant department to action/safeguard the individuals concerned and where possible prevent crime. In addition, this should not stop local police links having the information shared when on duty. 
4. Schools may also consider contacting the Youth Offending Services of Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent if there is unconfirmed information that children are potentially carrying a knife within the school. YOS could offer a prevention/education package to address behaviours. So please contact YOS for support. 
5. All Staffordshire schools can call Staffordshire YOS North on 01782 297615, YOS South 01543 510103 and Stoke-on-Trent YOS 01782 235858 – relevant referral forms will be requested by these services and family consent required. Schools should consider reporting safeguarding concerns to relevant safeguarding Staffordshire County and SOT Child Social Care Front doors.
6. Risk Factor Matrix (RFM) should be considered if the school believe that the child is at risk of child exploitation.

Useful contacts for education staff supported with partners if necessary:
Primary/High School/ Further Education Coordinators -
PSHE Coordinator (Staffs) 
Natalie McGrath-Email: natalie@staffscvys.org.uk 
PSHE Coordinator (Stoke-on-Trent) 
Miss Ellie Chesterton – Email -ellie@staffscvys.org.uk 
1. www.Fearless.org – Free
2. PSHE - #knifefree – free lesson plans plus teacher guidance, supported by PSHE Association – Free
3. www.staffordshire.police.uk/ditchtheblade - Gives access to free partnerships poems, videos, posters, real life experiences etc. – all free
pshestaffs.com- many knife resources free to use 
Primary Education placements- 
. www.staffordshire.police.uk/ditchtheblade - Resources specifically linked to Primary schools can be found on Teacher further resources.pPshestaffs.com 
Lived experience guest speakers-
Alison Cope - Anti knife campaigner following the death of her son and has delivered to over 300,000 young people within Education placements. ali_cope@hotmail.co.uk – website Alisoncope.com
Prices for these guest speakers/services range from £200 - £500– to be negotiated by relevant education establishments.
There are additional resources but please contact Natalie and Ellie as above for more advice /support .
Other Services
YOS Prevention –
Youth.offending.services@stoke.gov.uk - Stoke on Trent 
Youth.offending.services@staffordshire.gov.uk     - Staffordshire
Catch 22 – Child exploitation commissioned service which has an education strand – Gemma.mander@catch-22.or.uk 
Local Neighbourhood policing teams can also offer support through your school’s police contact. 
Any further questions please contact:
Staffs police Violence Reduction Team [partner of the Violence reduction Alliance]  
violencereduction@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk
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