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	Cannock Chase Country Park

	School Visit Information

	

	Staffordshire County Council Ranger Service
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What we can offer

At Cannock Chase Country Park, we have a dedicated educational building and nature/activity area for pre-booked visits. The Ranger Service aim to provide a safe, educational and enjoyable countryside experience which will include:
· Education programmes for Foundation stage up to Key Stage 2.

· Higher Education visits. Information on request. 

· Hands on experiences in an outdoor setting. 

· Full use of equipment and facilities during your visit. 

· Planned and risk assessed Ranger led sessions. 

Programmes

The Ranger Service offer half or full day programmes. Half day sessions run 10-12pm and full day session 10-2:30pm with a lunch break.
Programmes are provided on the following basis: 
· Maximum group size 32 pupils. 
· 1:4 adult to child ratio for Foundation Stage

1:6 adult to child ration for KS1 & KS2

· Rangers are not part of group adult ratio numbers. 

· Any additional requirements are made known prior to booking to ensure a fully inclusive programme can be provided on the day. 

· Payment is made either by cheque or invoice. 

· All sessions will start with a general talk about Cannock Chase, time to visit the toilets if needed and a getting to know you game.
Booking arrangement & Costings
An enquiry form is included at the end of this booklet. Please return the form and await confirmation of your visit from the Ranger service. 

	Foundation Stage, KS1 & KS2: 
	£3.00 per pupil (within Staffordshire County Council)
£3.50 per pupil (outside of Staffordshire County Council and non-LEA schools)


	Further & Higher Education 
	£5.00 per student
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	Foundation Stage



	Woodland magic - play, learn & discover. Half day session 

Join the Ranger to help discover what wonderful things are happening in the woods. Wake the sleeping dragon or search for the variety of creatures living in our woods. This session is all about imagination and discovery. As part of the session children will be given free time to self play and learn. Stories & songs will end the session relating to the days theme or season.   


	Teddy’s Bear Picnic - make, bake & cake. Half day session
Join the Ranger to create a glorious muddy picnic for our furry guests and then create a home for the day. This session is all about creativity using our mud kitchen to ‘cook up’ a picnic and then make small shelters for our bears to enjoy the feast. Stories & Songs will end the session and a picnic can be held for lunch. 


	Key Stage 1


	Woodland Habitats - half day session
Learn about the importance of habitats and what animals can be found in them. Help the Ranger identify what is living in our woods and discover what part they play in the environment. Children will have the opportunity to go bug hunting, play games and take part in habitat quizzes along the way. 



	Habitat trail (including pond dipping) - half day session
See Cannock Chase on a 2-mile walk. We visit four different habitats on the way including a stop for pond dipping. This short walk allows for habitat discovery, countryside code discussions & environmental games along with getting out and about on Cannock Chase. 


	Forest Art - half day session
Get creative using natural paints and brushes. Using the woods as inspiration children will be able to design & make their very own masterpieces. This session will involve games and activities to introduce natural art inspired by artists such as Goldsworthy. The session will end with mud/clay art where children can make a tree boggart to either protect our woods or take back with them. 


	Woodland Survival - half day session
Let the Ranger test your survival skills whilst in our woodland. Build your very own shelter and set about trying to survive in it. Learn about what plants can help you and what plants will not! 


	Past, Present & Future - half day session
Take a step back in time to learn about how Cannock Chase has changed over the years and think about what it could become. We will then focus on the last 100 years looking at the importance of Cannock Chase and WWI. A visit to our fully equipped World War I hut will be part of the session along with games and quizzes. 



	Key Stage 2



	Woodland Habitats - half day session

Learn about the importance of habitats and what animals can be found in them. Help the Ranger identify what is living in our woods and discover what part they play in the environment. Children will have the opportunity to go bug hunting, play games and take part in habitat quizzes along the way.


	Habitat trail (including pond dipping) - half day session

See Cannock Chase on a 2-mile walk. We visit four different habitats on the way including a stop for pond dipping. This short walk allows for habitat discovery, countryside code discussions & environmental games along with getting out and about on Cannock Chase.


	Nature detectives - half day session

Using your best exploration skills join the Ranger in finding what animals are living in the area. We will introduce tracking skills and look into animal requirements and adaptions. Camouflage techniques will also be investigated with games and activities along the way.

 

	Past, Present & future - half day session

Take a step back in time to learn about how Cannock Chase has changed over the years and think about what it could become. We will then focus on the last 100 years looking at the importance of Cannock Chase and WWI. A visit to our fully equipped World War I hut will be part of the session along with games and quizzes.


	Bushcraft - Full Day session

Join the Ranger for the ultimate team day in the outdoors. Start by making your own group shelter then have a go at fire lighting and some camp fire cooking.  We shall introduce some basic whittling and tool making along with camouflage techniques and games. 


	Forest School

We can offer a full forest school programme at Cannock Chase by a trained level 3 forest school practitioner. The programme follows the ethos and principles of Forest School. Sessions will take place weekly over a 6-week block. 

Please enquire for further details. 
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Additional information
Groups
We shall split the children into groups, with each group having their own adult to assist. This helps with organising and communication. Please can Teachers split the class prior to your visit into the following groups: 
	Badgers
	Deer

	Foxes
	Squirrels

	Owls
	Rabbits


Behaviour & discipline
The Ranger will make every effort to ensure a fun, enjoyable, educational and safe visit is provided. We understand that children will be excited to be visiting and fully engaged in the outdoor environment. We welcome much enthusiasm and energy. This will be helped by ensuring that: 

· the minimum adult: child ratios outlined are met.

· children are fully prepared and appropriately dressed for their visit.

· They have enough refreshments for the time they are visiting. 

All discipline will be the responsibility of Teachers and supporting staff. 
Role of Teachers and supporting adults
· To supervise children and offer support as and where needed. The Ranger will provide full information to assist. 
· To ensure participants are fully engaged and assist the Ranger to meet the groups objectives and trip requirements. 
· To provide any specific requirements prior to the visit to ensure an inclusive day for all participants. 
What you’ll need for your visit. 

Outdoor clothing is essential, suitably dressed children will ensure a more enjoyable visit.
Please ensure you are dressed for the weather and remember it can change over the course of the day. Below is a suggested kit list for your visit. Please ensure parents are aware that clothes may get dirty/muddy. 
	Packed Lunch
	Comfortable outdoor shoes

	Refillable bottle
	Waterproof coat

	Spare socks
	Sun protection

	Hat, gloves, scarf
	Backpack to keep all belonging together. 


Parking
We provide coach parking and mini bus parking free of charge on our John O Leary car park. Your group will be met here by the Ranger and walked to the classroom where belongings can be left, and introductions made. 
                       John O’Leary Centre

                       Cannock Chase Country Park

                       Marquis Drive

                       Hednesford

                       WS12 4PW
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School visit enquiry form
Contact Details
Contact Name: ……………………………………… Tel No:…………………..………………………………..
School name and address: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Email address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Visit details: 

Date of visit: opt 1………………………………………….  opt 2 ……………………………………………….
Total No. of children …………………………...  Year group/ age ………………………………………….
Session requests: 
	Foundation Stage
	
	Key Stage 1
	
	Key Stage 2
	

	Woodland Magic
	
	Woodland habitats
	
	Woodland habitats
	

	Teddy bears picnic
	
	Habitat trail
	
	Habitat trail
	

	
	
	Forest art
	
	Nature Detectives
	

	
	
	Woodland Survival
	
	Past, Present & future
	

	
	
	Past, Present & future 
	
	Bushcraft
	


Please return this form to the Ranger Service or for all enquiries
By post: Karen Andrew, The Ranger Bungalow, Marquis Drive, Hednesford. WS12 4PW.
By email: karen.andrew@staffordshire.gov.uk
By telephone: 01543 871773 (Visitor Centre) 
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