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Executive Summary
The Project
The main aim of the Staffordshire EUS is to
understand the development and the current
historic character of the medieval towns
within the county.
The project reports for the towns are divided
into two sections. Section one covers the
location and historical development of the
towns. The history covers the earliest evidence
for human activity through to the
establishment of the town in the medieval
period and through to the present day.
Section two covers the characterisation of the
town through the creation of Historic Urban
Character Areas (HUCAs). The historical
significance of each HUCA is assessed and
recommendations are put forward.
Fourteen Historic Urban Character Areas
(HUCAs) have been identified in this project
(cf. map 13).

The Historical Development of
Penkridge
Prehistoric and Roman activity has been
identified within the wider landscape around
Penkridge. Much of the evidence is known
from aerial photographs and through the
recovery of stray finds; many of the sites have
been interpreted as having Bronze Age origins.
Two possible Iron Age farmsteads have been
identified from aerial photographs to the
north east and south west of the town. This
activity would complement the known Iron
Age activity excavated at Acton Trussell and
points to a well-developed agricultural
landscape centred around small farmsteads
and larger villa centres.
If the farmsteads previously identified are of
Iron Age origin it is possible that they
continued to function into the Roman period.
However, known Roman activity to date
appears to be concentrated along Watling

Street (now the A5) and a network of minor
roads which link into it in the area south west
of Penkridge. At least three Roman forts and a
number of marching camps (some of which
are Scheduled) were established along Watling
Street in this area. An enclosed settlement,
identified as Pennocrucium, straddles Watling
Street and archaeological excavation at this
site has recovered evidence for buildings.
It is considered that there is a link between
Roman Pennocrucium and the later settlement
of Penkridge and that settlement shift may
have commenced during the post-Roman
period. However, the date, timescale and
process of this settlement drift is currently not
known.
Penkridge is almost certainly the site of a
minster church which is believed to have been
established in the early/mid 10th century
(although as a type of ecclesiastical institution
they start to be founded from circa 650). The
territories administered by minster churches
were often based upon Roman estates. The
site of the minster church is most likely to have
lain in the area of the extant St Michael and All
Saints Church. A community of clerics is
recorded in Domesday Book (1086) and the
site continued to house a religious community
(as a collegiate church) until the Dissolution in
the mid 16th century. The location of the
various buildings used by the community are
not known, but the extent of the possible
religious site appears to have been fossilised
on a mid 18th century map.
Settlement is recorded in Domesday Book
(1086) and is likely to have existed by (or
before) the establishment of the minster
church. The earliest location for settlement at
Penkridge has not yet been determined. It is
assumed that the earliest settlement had a
marketing function which may have been
located in the part of the town still known as
Stone Cross (although this area was
significantly altered in the 1930s).

5

In the 13th century the manor was granted to
the Archbishop of Dublin who retained a third
(later to be known as Deanery Manor) and
granted the remainder to his nephew, Andrew
le Blund or Blount (Penkridge Manor). It is the
Blount family who are credited with creating
the planned town probably around the time
that they were granted a market charter in
1244. They created the Market Place (at the
eastern end of Market Street) and laid out
burgage plots along Stone Cross/Clay Street
(now the A449) and Market Street. There is
also evidence for possible burgage plots along
Cannock Road, although it is not clear whether
they were ever occupied.
During the post medieval period the Littleton
family were amassing land in the area around
Penkridge. In 1543 they leased the Deanery
Manor from the Archbishop of Dublin for 80
years and purchased the site in 1585. They
were leasing Penkridge Manor from 1583 until
they purchased it in 1749. The Littleton's
estate was sold off piecemeal between 1918
and the 1950s. Architectural detailing within
extant historic buildings have been attributed
to their influence and they were responsible
for the construction of the schools in Market
Place as well as the Almshouses on New Road
(1866) and the former Reading Room on
Market Street (1885).
It is currently unclear to what extent the
settlement pattern may have changed during
the post medieval period. However, squatter
settlement was established during this period
on the edges of The Marsh, to the north of the
town. Gentlemen's residences began to be
established on the edges of the town during
the 19th century; the phenomenon may be
associated with the construction of the railway
in the 1830s and the opening of a railway
station in the town. The town was quite
economically diverse during the 19th century
as is shown by a number of Trade Directories.

6

During this period the importance of the
market fluctuated, but from the 16th century
until the early 20th century Penkridge was
famous for its September horse fair. By the
1860s cattle were also being traded and this
continued into the 20th century. A cattle
market was established adjacent to the railway
in the mid 20th century and continues to host
a twice weekly general market.
One of the most significant changes to the
Penkridge's townscape occurred in the 1930s
when the main north-south route (now the
A449) was widened and straightened resulting
in the loss of historic buildings and the
possible market place at Stone Cross. Many of
the buildings along this road date from this
period and include the George and Fox Inn
and the Methodist Church. Important historic
buildings including the two Grade II Listed
inns The Littleton Arms and the 17th century
timber-framed White Hart (which originated as
a house) survive along this axis. The greatest
period of growth occurred in the mid and late
20th century when large-scale housing
development began to occur around the
historic core.

Characterisation and Assessment
The legible historic character of the
planned medieval town survives within
HUCA 6 and comprises burgage plots, a
market place and the street pattern. HUCA
1 contains the Grade I Listed St Michael
and All Saints Church with its churchyard
and three earlier timber framed properties
lying to the north which are potentially of
medieval origin (including the Grade II*
Listed The Deanery). Timber framing
makes a significant contribution to the
built character of both HUCAs. The highest
number of Listed buildings (including the
Grade I and Grade II* buildings already
mentioned) lie within these two HUCAs
and both lie within part of the Penkridge
Conservation Area.
Part of the area of the medieval town also
lies within HUCA 5 whose historic
character was significantly altered when
the A449 was upgraded in the 1930s. Early
buildings do survive within the HUCA
including the Grade II Listed 17th century
'Railway Inn'. The majority of the buildings,
however, post-date the road widening;
significant among these are the 'George
and Fox Inn' and the Methodist Church
which are probably contemporary with the
road building. HUCA 9 has also been
identified as potentially having initially
formed part of the medieval planned town;
although by the mid 18th century many of
the plots appear to be paddocks. This
suggests that either there was settlement
shrinkage or that settlement was never
established upon the planned burgage
plots.

Evidence for potentially post medieval
settlement (including squatter settlement)
survives in HUCA 7. The built heritage of
the HUCA includes the Grade II Listed 'Mill
End' which may be associated with the
extant Town Mill lying in HUCA 3. A Grade
II Listed timber framed 17th century house
also survives, located away from the main
settlement core, in HUCA 10.
The Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal
(designated a Conservation Area) forms an
important part of the historic character of
HUCA 9 where late 18th century structures
(a lock and bridge) as well as a lock
keeper's cottage and the Grade II Listed
early 19th century Boat Inn are prominent
heritage assets. These buildings are
associated with early 19th century cottages
and a wharfinger's house; the latter had
been associated with a canal wharf, but
this site has been redeveloped. The canal is
also a prominent feature of HUCA 8 and
HUCA 11; the 18th century 'Cross Keys Inn'
probably originated to serve the boating
community in HUCA 11.
Gentlemen's houses were established on
the outskirts of the town in the 19th
century and include the Grade II Listed
Haling Grove in HUCA 9 and the Grade II
Listed Rock House in HUCA 10. Other
gentlemen's residences were constructed
in HUCA 2 and HUCA 14. The latter
includes St Michael's Road which was
probably built to serve the railway station
(also located in the HUCA) in the mid 19th
century.
Modern development, of mid 20th, late
20th and early 21st century date,
dominates HUCA 2, HUCA 4, HUCA 8,
HUCA 10, HUCA 11 and HUCA 13. Mid
and late 20th century industrial and retail
development dominates the character of
HUCA 12. Earlier properties survive within
all of these areas.
7

The assessment has also identified a high
potential for below ground archaeological
remains to survive within HUCA 1, HUCA 3
and HUCA 6. Further archaeological
potential has been identified within HUCA
4, HUCA 5, HUCA 7, HUCA 8, HUCA 9,
HUCA 10, HUCA 13 and HUCA 14. Other
sites, currently unknown, also have the
potential to survive within the EUS project
area.
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Hunt nd.
Ibid.
Ibid.
4
South Staffordshire Council nd.
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Introduction
The Staffordshire Extensive Urban Survey (EUS)
Project forms part of the national programme
of Extensive Urban Surveys initiated and
supported by English Heritage. This Historic
Character Assessment report for Penkridge
forms one of twenty-three such reports which
make up the EUS for the towns of medieval
origin within Staffordshire. The EUS project as
a whole intends to increase and synthesise the
knowledge and understanding of the heritage
assets that contribute to the development and
character of the towns in the county.
The term 'town' in the context of the EUS
relates specifically to those settlements which
were clearly established as towns during the
medieval period. An assessment was carried
out upon documentary sources and previous
assessments by historians to establish which
settlements within Staffordshire qualified as
medieval towns1. Some of the medieval towns
are still clearly important economic centres in
the modern landscape, including Stafford,
Tamworth, Newcastle and Lichfield. Others,
however, have reverted to villages some of
which, like Church Eaton, merely comprise a
handful of houses with few services. Of the
nine criteria established for identifying the
county's medieval towns Penkridge qualified
on five counts in that it was identified as a
town or borough by three eminent historians
and there are references to burgesses or
2
burgages . It was also still considered to be a
3
market town circa 1600 . The results of the
EUS project also identified the presence and
survival of burgage plots. However, by the
21st century Penkridge has lost some of its
status and is no longer considered to be a
town by South Staffordshire Council. South
Staffordshire Council has identified it as one of
4
nine Main Service Villages within the District .
The project constitutes a progression of the
Historic Landscape Character (HLC) project

which was completed for Staffordshire in 2006.
The HLC was undertaken principally using
maps of 1:10,000 scale and the results
reaffirmed Staffordshire as a predominantly
rural county. However, the scale at which the
HLC was produced has meant that the more
urban areas, where greater levels of change
have tended to occur on a smaller scale, were
not analysed in any great depth. In the HLC
the central areas of the towns were described
as 'Historic Core' or 'Pre 1880s Settlement' and
the phases of development and their current
character were not considered beyond this
broad terminology. The EUS therefore aims to
rectify these issues through a consideration of
all the sources available on each of
Staffordshire's historic towns to deepen the
understanding of and to apply value to the
historic character of these townscapes.
The information gained from the study can be
used to support and inform a variety of
planning policies from national objectives
down to the individual Planning Authorities
local plans.
Each of the Historic Character Assessment
reports are statements of current knowledge
and are not intended to be original research
documents. Each report addresses the
research questions laid out in the West
Midlands Research Framework by synthesising
the data gathered on each of the towns. The
EUS thereby also provides a basis for future
research into the towns.

Background
A pilot study for Newcastle-under-Lyme was
carried out in January 2007. Following this an
assessment was undertaken to determine
which towns in Staffordshire would be eligible
for an Extensive Urban Survey. As a result
twenty-three towns were identified for study.
The selection criteria were based upon three
studies of Staffordshire towns by historians

9

5

Burgage plot: A plot of land longer than it is wide, can include any structures on it.
Typical of medieval towns. (Scope note reproduced from the Thesaurus of
Monument Types by kind permission of English Heritage. © 2012 English Heritage)
6
Hunt (nd.)
7
William Salt Library Contacts Web page:
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/leisure/archives/williamsalt/
ContactDetails/home.aspx

and historical geographers who identified the
medieval or early post medieval characteristics
determining how towns differ from rural
settlements. Such criteria included the form of
5
the settlement; the presence of burgage plots
and formal market places whether physically
surviving, referenced in historical documents
or identifiable on historic mapping. It also
took into account the references to medieval
organisations such as guilds and to the
construction of civic buildings such as town or
market halls. The diversity and nature of the
occupations of the inhabitants were also
included; the greater the range and the less
agricultural focussed the more likely to
6
represent an urban settlement .

Aim
The main aim of the Staffordshire EUS is to
understand the development and the current
historic character of the towns. The towns are
evaluated to identify the nature and extent of
surviving historic environment assets whether
as standing structures, below ground
archaeological deposits or in the surviving
historic town plan.

Outputs
The results are to be held as part of the
Staffordshire Historic Environment Record
(HER) in a database and spatially in GIS.
The principal outputs are the Historic
Character Assessment reports for each town.
These are be available as hard copies located
at the William Salt Library7, but are also
accessible through the Staffordshire County
Council website8. The national programme is
currently held on the ADS website9.

8

Extensive Urban Survey page on the Staffordshire County Council website:
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk
9
Archaeology Data Service website: http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/
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Part One: Background and Setting
Section Summary
Prehistoric evidence has been identified in
the area around Penkridge, but it is activity
during the Roman period for which the
area is best known. The evidence for the
latter comprises a network of roads, the
most significant of which is Watling Street
(now the A5). Several forts and marching
camps were established to the north and
south of the road. An enclosed settlement,
Pennocrucium, was built straddling the
road. A number of these features have
been the subject of limited archaeological
work.
Penkridge is almost certainly the site of a
minster church which is believed to have
been established in the early/mid 10th
century (although as an institution
minsters first start to be founded from circa
AD650). The site of the minster church is
most likely to have lain in the area of the
extant St Michael and All Saints Church. A
community of clerics is recorded at
Domesday Book (1086) and a religious
community (as a collegiate church)
continued to be housed here until the
Dissolution in the mid 16th century. The
location of the various buildings used by
the community are not known, but the
extent of the possible religious site appears
to have been fossilised on a mid 18th
century map. The earliest settlement has
not been determined with any certainty.
The Blount family, as lords of Penkridge
Manor, are credited with creating the
planned town probably around the time
that they were granted a market charter in
1244. They created the Market Place (at the
eastern end of Market Street) and laid out
burgage plots along Stone Cross/Clay
Street (now the A449) and Market Street.
There is also evidence for possible burgage
plots along Cannock Road, although it is
not clear whether they were ever occupied.

It is currently unclear to what extent the
settlement pattern may have changed
during the post medieval period. However,
squatter settlement was established during
this period on the edges of The Marsh, to
the north of the town. Gentlemen's
residences began to be established on the
edges of the town during the 19th century;
the phenomenon may be associated with
the construction of the railway in the 1830s
and the opening of a railway station in the
town in 1837. The town was quite
economically diverse during the 19th
century as is shown by a number of Trade
Directories.
Much of the land around Penkridge was
bought by the Littleton family throughout
the post medieval period. They acquired
the Deanery Manor in 1585 and Penkridge
Manor in 1749. The estate was sold off
during the early and mid 20th century.
However, their influence can be traced
within the architecture of the town.
From the post medieval period Penkridge
was famous for its horse fair. By the 1860s
cattle were also being traded and this
continued into the 20th century. A cattle
market was established adjacent to the
railway in the mid 20th century and
continues to host a twice weekly general
market.
One of the most significant changes to
Penkridge's townscape occurred between
1932 and 1934 when the main north-south
route (now the A449) was widened and
straightened resulting in the loss of historic
buildings and the possible market place at
Stone Cross. Many of the buildings along
this road date from this period and include
the George and Fox Inn and the Methodist
Church. Important historic buildings
including the two Grade II Listed inns The
Littleton Arms and the 17th century
timber-framed White Hart (which

11

originated as a house) survive along this
axis.
The greatest period of growth occurred in
the mid and late 20th century when largescale housing development began to occur
around the historic core.
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1. Setting
1.1 Location
Penkridge lies towards the south of the modern county within the administrative area of South
Staffordshire Council. It lies within the north eastern area of the modern parish of the same
name. Penkridge is one of the larger parishes within Staffordshire covering approximately
4,173ha10.
The town is located on a main north-south route linking Wolverhampton and Stafford, now the
A449.

Legend
EUS Towns
County Boundary
South Staffordshire

© Crown copyright and
database rights 2012
Ordnance Survey
100019422

Map 1: Location

1.2 Geology and topography
The majority of the EUS project area lies on a bedrock geology comprised of the Bromsgrove
11
Sandstone Foundation . To the north west and the far west of the EUS project area the bedrock
12
geology is comprised of the Mercia Mudstone Group . The superficial geology comprises
10

Only the modern parishes of Eccleshall, Brewood and Coven, Loggerheads and
Kinver cover larger areas.
British Geological Survey 2012 web:
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/data/services/digmap50wms.html (pebbly (gravelly) sandstone)
12
Ibid. (Mudstone and Halitestone)
11

13

13

Ibid (Devensian – sand and gravel)
Ibid.
15
AOD – Above Ordnance Datum
16
Midgley and Greenslade 1959; Wilkes 1985; Calcot 2003
17
Wheat: 2009
14

alluvium along the River Penk and glaciofluvial
sheet deposits within the valley13. There are
further glaciofluvial sheet deposits to the
south east covering an area between
Wiscombe Avenue north of the Cannock Road
to Wolgarston High School and an area around
Norman Road west of Wolgarston Way. This is
surrounded by an area of Devensian till to the
north, north east and south west14.
The Penk Valley crosses through the EUS
project area flowing from the south west
towards its confluence with the River Sow
approximately 8km away to the north east.
The valley lies at around 77m AOD15; the
lowest point of the landscape of the EUS
project area. From here the land rises gently
to the north reaching 87m AOD at the far
northerly point of the project area (around
Nursery Drive). To the south the land rises up
to around 80m AOD at St Michael and All
Saints Church continuing to rise on the
western side of the A449 to 92m AOD at the
project areas south westerly point (Grange
Crescent). From the Penk Valley the land rises
to the south east to 98m AOD at St Modwen
Way which stands on a low hill. Wolgarston
High School standing to the south of the
Cannock Road approximately 1km east of the
town centre also stands at around 98m AOD
on the mid-slope of a hill which reaches 106m
AOD just beyond the EUS project boundary.

1.3 Sources
1.3.1 Historical
There are a few published secondary sources
concerning the history of Penkridge. These
include the Victoria County History published
in 1959 as well as two further histories by R. C.
Wilkes, published 1985 and by D. Calcot,
16
published 2003 . A book covering the history
of the town in the 17th century was published
by R. Wheat in 200917.

14

18
19
20

SRO D260/M/E/353
Archaeological Survey & Evaluation Ltd 2004; Williams 2009
Meeson 1999; Henshaw 2010

1.3.2 Cartographic
The earliest detailed maps of Penkridge and
the surrounding area are a series of 17 maps
commissioned by Sir Edward Littleton in 1754
by William Wyatt18. Only two of the maps were
relevant to the EUS project: No. 4. Lands at
Pillaton, the Cow Hays and Wolgarston in the
parish of Penkridge and the manors of Pillaton,
Penkridge and Teddesley Hay, and Wolgarston
Tithing and No. 5 A map of the town of
Penkridge. Map no. 5, covering the town, also
delineated the holdings of the Deanery Manor
within the town (further land may have been
held by the manor on other maps, but this was
not studied within the project).
The series of Ordnance Survey maps (both 6”
and 25”) which were published three times
between circa 1880 and circa 1920 were also
extensively consulted. Aerial photographs,
taken in 1963, circa 2000 and circa 2006, were
also used to identify change within the mid
and late 20th century townscape.
1.3.3 Archaeological
Few archaeological interventions have been
carried out within the EUS project area to date.
Those that have taken place have generally
been small in scale and include an evaluation
on land lying between New Road, Market
Street and Clay Street in 2004 as well as a
watching brief on the site of a new dwelling
on the eastern side of Clay Street in 200819.
The watching brief concluded that the
development had only impacted upon 'made
ground' and there remained the potential for
archaeological deposits to survive unaffected
by the development. Two archaeological
watching briefs were carried out on works
within the churchyard of St Michael and All
20
Saints Church in 1999 and 2010 .

2. Context and Historical Development
2.1 Prehistoric
There is a degree of evidence for human
activity during the prehistoric period from the
parish of Penkridge and surrounding parishes.
The majority of the sites are known from aerial
photographs and for the most part have not
been investigated. However, of these sites five
include features that have been interpreted as
ring ditches; features likely to represent the
remains of late Neolithic/Bronze Age burial
mounds or possibly round houses. Two partial
ring ditches were observed on aerial
photographs lying approximately 1.5km from
the centre of Penkridge at Lyne Hill. Three
further ring ditches have been observed,
along within other cropmarks (mostly linear
features), within Penkridge parish. One
complex lies to the north east towards
Teddesley and, along with the ring ditch and
linear features, possible pits have been
identified. Two other sites lie 4km and 4.5km
to the south and south east. Other possible
Bronze Age features from the wider landscape
have included a possible burnt mound found
in the 1920s within the parish of Teddesley Hay
(approximately 4km north east of Penkridge)
which was initially interpreted as a hearth. In
the 17th and 18th centuries antiquarians
reported four barrows (and therefore
presumed to be Bronze Age burial mounds) on
Calf Heath near Gailey although nothing
survives of these sites to confirm the reports.
A number of stray finds of Bronze Age date
have also been found in the wider area
including two palstaves. One was found in
1726 in Lapley parish and the other in 2002
21

Ring Ditch: Circular or near circular ditches, usually seen as cropmarks. Use the
term where the function is unknown. Ring ditches may be the remains of
ploughed out round barrows, round houses, or of modern features such as
searchlight emplacements. (Scope note reproduced from the Thesaurus of
Monument Types by kind permission of English Heritage. © 2012 English
Heritage).
22
Staffordshire HER: PRN 04550
23
Staffordshire HER: PRN 01797
24
Staffordshire HER: PRN 04542 and PRN 01797
25
Burnt Mound: A mound of fire-cracked stones, normally accompanied by a
trough or pit which may have been lined with wood, stone or clay. Assumed to
be locations where heated stones were used to boil water primarily for cooking
purposes. (Scope note reproduced from the Thesaurus of Monument Types by
kind permission of English Heritage. © 2012 English Heritage).
26
Staffordshire HER: PRN 01840
27
Staffordshire HER: PRN 01077

from Teddesley Hay parish28. Prehistoric flint
flakes and cores have also been found from
the southern side of the A5 near Horsebrook,
although the finds have not been closely
29
dated . Field work and metal detecting has
concentrated in this area due to the presence
of the Roman forts and settlement (cf. 2.2) and
this may have created a bias in the information
reported on the Historic Environment Record.
Away from this area a small number of
prehistoric finds have been made. Bronze Age
bronze axeheads were found in Teddesley Hay
30
parish in 1998 and a Neolithic or Bronze Age
stone macehead was recovered from
Penkridge during road widening in 1963
(HUCA 3)31. The evidence therefore suggests
that the wider landscape was being exploited
and settled during the Bronze Age period
although we currently know little about its
precise nature due to a lack of archaeological
research.
Less is known about Iron Age occupation and
exploitation of this landscape, again, due to a
lack of research. However, one cropmark
complex lying within Teddesley Hay parish
comprised a circular double ditched enclosure
visible on aerial photographs and has been
32
interpreted as a possible Iron Age farmstead .
Nothing further is currently known about the
site. The only other evidence dating to the
Iron Age is a bridle bit found by a metal
detectorist in Brewood parish33.
The best understood site lies approximately
3.5km north of Penkridge at Acton Trussell
where archaeological investigation has been
carried out over twenty years by the Penk
Valley Archaeological Society. The excavation
28
Staffordshire HER: PRN 01833 and PRN 60844; Palstave: A bronze axehead of
middle or late Bronze Age date in which the side flanges and the bar/stop on
both faces are connected, forming a single hafting aid. Some types feature a
side loop to further assist hafting. (Scope note reproduced from the Thesaurus
of Monument Types by kind permission of English Heritage. © 2012 English
Heritage).
29
Staffordshire HER: PRN 40230, PRN 40229, PRN 40231, PRN 40224 and PRN
40221
30
Staffordshire HER: PRN 60884
31
Staffordshire HER: PRN 01920
32
Staffordshire HER: PRN 04015
33
Staffordshire HER: PRN 60887

15

34

Staffordshire HER: PRN 04546 and PRN 04547
Staffordshire HER: PRN 01796
Staffordshire HER: PRN 00061, PRN 00063, PRN 00163 and PRN 00062; English
Heritage List Entry No.s 1006120, 1006104, 1006098 and 1006121
42
Staffordshire HER: PRN 00162 and PRN 00218; English Heritage List Entry No.
1006097
43
Hughes 1995: 5-6; fig. 6; Staffordshire HER: PRN 50023

was carried out to understand the
development of a Roman villa partially located
beneath a parish church. During the work
several sherds of Neolithic pottery and a single
sherd of possible Bronze Age date was found
indicating activity in this area in these
periods34. More significantly two Iron Age
gullies were revealed during excavation along
with several post holes which the excavators
suggested was evidence for round houses.
Thus settlement on the site was continuous
from at least the Iron Age and through into the
35
Roman period (cf. 2.2) . Continuity of activity
from the prehistoric period in to the Roman
period can be postulated in the area around
the Roman fort and settlement
(Pennocrucium) lying along Watling Street (A5)
(cf. 2.2). Enclosures and a ring ditch have been
observed on aerial photographs lying
approximately 300m north east of one of the
forts and approximately 600m north west of
36
Pennocrucium . A further irregular enclosure,
containing two sub-circular features, lies just
to the south of Kinvaston Roman fort (and
700m north east of Pennocrucium) which
could represent a late prehistoric (possibly Iron
Age?) or later settlement37.

suggested that the smaller feature, probably
due to its proximity, was also medieval in
39
date . However, neither site has been
excavated. One undated enclosure lies
approximately 2km south west of Penkridge
near Kinvaston Hall Farm40. This site also lies
1km north of Kinvaston Roman fort which
could indicate a degree of further continuity of
activity in this area from the prehistoric period
onwards.

Seven currently undated rectilinear or
rectangular enclosures have been observed on
aerial photographs within Penkridge parish.
Although these sites have not been closely
dated some at least may have prehistoric
origins associated with either settlement or
agriculture (e.g. as stock enclosures). The
majority lie to the south east of Penkridge
around Rodbaston, Otherton, Gailey and
Quarry Heath. One small rectangular
enclosure lying to the east of Rodbaston (on
the eastern side of the M6) appears to have a
linear feature cutting through it38. Another
small rectilinear enclosure was observed on
aerial photographs near Otherton (east of the
M6) and was sited adjacent to a slightly larger
rectangular feature. The latter was interpreted
as a possible moated site and it has been
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2.2 Roman (49AD to 409AD)
The EUS project area lies approximately 3km
north east of one of the most important
Roman complexes in Staffordshire. Aerial
photography along the route of Watling Street
(now the A5) in 1946 discovered three Roman
forts and an enclosed settlement which
straddled the road; all of which are now
Scheduled Monuments41. Further aerial
photographs were taken of the area in the
1960s and several further sites were identified
within the vicinity; only two of which have
been scheduled as probable Roman marching
42
camps . Excavation commenced on the two
forts which lie to the north of Watling Street
and on the settlement in the 1950s. None of
the other known sites have been
archaeologically investigated; with the
exception of an east-west linear feature lying
adjacent to (and just to the north of ) Watling
Street (A5) whose two phases both contained
43
Roman pottery . All of the military sites are
presumed to date to the earlier phases of the
Roman occupation (the earliest phase of the
vexillation fort south of Kinvaston Hall is
believed to be circa 50 AD) and they all lie
between 400m and 1.5km east and north east
from where Watling Street crosses the River
44
Penk . The enclosed settlement has been
identified as Pennocruium which was recorded
45
in the Antonine Itinerary . Excavations in the
1950s found evidence for two phases of
44
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containing legionary and auxiliary battle units, which served as stores depots
and winter quarters during campaigns. (Scope note reproduced from the
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English Heritage).
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occupation and the pottery found suggested
that the site was occupied between the 1st
46
century AD and the late 3rd century AD .
Excavation also revealed evidence for timber
buildings along Watling Street. Large
concentrations of Roman finds have also been
found around this area over the years
confirming its importance.

The Romanisation of the wider landscape
around Pennocrucium is also reflected by the
presence of two known Roman villas. A
Scheduled villa and bath house to the west of
Engleton Hall (approximately 900m to the
south west of Pennocrucium) was excavated in
the 1930s by the Wolverhampton Archaeology
Society55. The excavation suggested that the
site was occupied between the late 2nd
century and the 4th century. A multi-phase
Roman villa site has also been excavated at
Acton Trussell where earlier evidence of
prehistoric activity has also been revealed (cf.
56
2.1) . The earliest Roman phase of the latter
dated to the 1st century AD when a timber
building was constructed. Several episodes of
rebuilding and alterations followed with the
last identifiable phase dating to c. AD 340.
However, it is not precisely known when the
site ceased to be occupied.

47

The site lay at a strategic point where the main
route, Watling Street (A5), linking London and
Wroxeter crossed the River Penk47. Wroxeter
known in the Roman period as Viroconium
Cornoviorum became the capital of the Roman
Province, Britannia Secunda, and was the
fourth largest city in Britain during this
48
period . Four further roads linked onto
Watling Street at or near to Pennocrucium. A
road branched north westwards to Chester
(via Whitchurch) which left Watling Street
approximately 825m to the west of
Pennocrucium 49. A road led south out of
Pennocrucium itself towards Greensforge (a
series of Roman forts lying near Swindon in
50
South Staffordshire) . Two roads appear to
have branched off the route to Greensforge.
The first junction lay approximately 138m
south of Pennocrucium with a road heading
roughly south west passing to the east of
Brewood, although its ultimate destination is
unclear51. The second branch left the
Greensforge road approximately 850m south
of Pennocrucium heading south east possibly
extending to Metchley Roman fort lying to the
west of Birmingham (now the site of the
Queen Elizabeth Hospital)52. A further linear
feature (identified as a cropmark on aerial
photographs) appears to leave Watling Street
535m to the east of Pennocrucium heading
53
roughly in the direction of the forts ; this has
been has been interpreted as a possible access
road. It has also been suggested that a road
would have led north out of Pennocrucium
heading to Blythe Bridge, near Stoke-on-Trent
although currently there is no evidence to
support this hypothesis54.

56

57

The remaining evidence for activity in the
wider landscape during the Roman period
comes from stray finds. These include coins
found during metal detecting at Lyne Hill and
Pillaton as well as a figurine from Rodbaston57.
A coin hoard discovered to the north west of
Lapley (6 km north west of Pennocrucium)
comprised around 400 coins found in 1989
with a further 11 found in 2011. The numbers
of finds are small and do not significantly add
to our understanding of activity during the
period in these areas. However, work carried
out within Teddesley Park (to the east of
Penkridge) in the 1980s by Tong Archaeology
Group found numerous Roman metallic finds
comprising in total (spread across the area) 24
58
coins, 19 brooches and one ear scoop . No
further details on the finds are currently
available. Metal detecting in Teddesley Hay
parish has also recovered a further six coins
and one brooch. The coins all date to the 2nd
to 3rd centuries and the brooch to the 1st to
2nd centuries. Three sherds of mortaria have
also been found59. Such concentrated
numbers of finds may indicate settlement in

52

Staffordshire HER: PRN 20773; Welfare & Stamp 1994 Pastscape web viewed
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54
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53
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manor
71
Ibid: 1,7 and 7,17

this area during the Roman period, but the
evidence to date cannot elucidate its location,
nature or extent.

was certainly a royal manor by Edward the
Confessor's reign (1042-1066) and was still
held by King William (the Conqueror) at the
68.
time of Domesday Book (1086) According to
Domesday Book the manor of Penkridge held
six outlying estates; Wolgarston, Drayton,
Congreve, Dunston, Cowley and Beffcote69.
Twenty-eight households are recorded
associated with the six berewicks70.

61

2.3 Early Medieval (410 to 1065)
2.3.1 Placename
The place name Penkridge, as applied to the
extant settlement, appears to have been
transferred here from the earlier settlement
(Pennocrucium) on the Watling Street (cf. 2.2)
by the 10th century60. The name Pennocrucium
derives from old British (akin to Old Welsh) and
possibly means 'chief mound' or 'head of the
61
mound' . It has been suggested that the
mound in question may be a Bronze Age
barrow lying on Rowley Hill to the north of
Pennocrucium62. The name was later anglicised
to Pencric; the modern addition of –ridge has
no reality in the topography of the area63.
2.3.2 Settlement
A link between the Roman settlement of
Pennocrucium and the later settlement of
Penkridge is assumed (as it is for Letocetum
(Wall) and Lichfield)64. The process by which
settlement (which according to the known
archaeological evidence ceased in the 4th
century - cf. 2.1) transferred from
Pennocrucium to the present day Penkridge is
unknown. Recent excavations at Lichfield
have suggested the possibility of a Roman
presence in the vicinity, but nothing has been
so far found at Penkridge itself to suggest any
kind of continuity of activity65.
A charter of King Edgar of Mercia (circa 958)
was signed at Penkridge, when it was
66
described as being a 'famous place' . An
analysis of the charter (which was granting
lands to St Werburg's of Chester) by C. P. Lewis
has suggested that this implies that to host a
royal assembly, Penkridge must have been a
significant place and possibly a royal centre by
67
the mid 10th century (cf. 2.3.4) . Penkridge

69

By 1086 there were two parts to Penkridge;
that which was held directly by the king (with
the six berewicks) and a part which had been
granted by the king to nine clerics (cf. 2.3.4)71.
Within the king's portion four households are
recorded, whilst in the clerics' portion there
were a further seven households (and six
slaves). This gives a settlement of a minimum
of 11 households for Penkridge as a whole.
The location of these properties is unclear;
neither is it clear whether all the households
would have been located together or
separately. It is possible that the seven
households belonging to the clerics' manor
may have been located in the vicinity of the
church which is likely to have been positioned
in its current location. The analysis of the
medieval town plan (cf. 2.4.1.3) identified an
area of irregular settlement on the western
side of Clay Street adjacent to the church
which could indicate the survival of an even
earlier pattern, although this would need to be
tested archaeologically72.
The meeting place of one of Staffordshire's five
hundreds, established in the 10th century, was
located near Penkridge and is recalled in name
of 'Cuttlestone Bridge' which crosses the River
Penk approximately 785m south west of the
73
church .
2.3.3 Economy
As the probable location of a minster church it
has been suggested that it is likely to have
held a market or fair from an early date74. The
importance of Penkridge in the 10th century
72
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Alternatively it may relate to later settlement perhaps established after the
Dissolution of the Collegiate church in the mid 16th century
Lewis 2008: 120 web www.books.google.co.uk viewed 27/09/2012
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Dyer 2002: 5
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Hawkins & Rumble (eds.) 1976: 1,7 and 7,17
Ibid.
Ibid.

(as implied by King Edgar's charter – cf. 2.3.2) may provide further support for such an
interpretation. Many early market places were located either within the church yard or adjacent
to the church. It is possible that the triangular space which once existed at Stone Cross (cf. plate
1) could have originated as the earliest market place. A fair certainly existed in Penkridge before
the market charter of 1244 (cf. 2.4.2.3).

© and database right Crown copyright and
Landmark Information Group Ltd (All rights
reserved 2012). Licence No. LM00589.

Plate 1: Second Edition 25” OS map

Domesday Book (1086) provides the earliest evidence for Penkridge's economy. It describes the
situation in the late 11th century, but this is unlikely to have significantly altered from the preConquest (1066) period. It is clear from Domesday that arable agriculture was an important
component; this is affirmed by the presence of a watermill in the king's portion75. The location of
the watermill is unknown, but it may have been located upon the site or in the vicinity of the
extant 'Town Mill' on the River Penk (cf. HUCA 3). Meadow land was also significant with a total of
76
34 acres being recorded across both portions of the manor . The meadow indicates grazing
animals; this is likely to have been located within the river valley. Woodland resources were also
an important component of the economy for fuel, building material and for the grazing of
animals (particularly cattle and pigs)77. The king's portion covered the larger area, but the
location of this woodland is unknown and could have been at a considerable distance; possibly
within the area of either the later Brewood or Cannock Forests.
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2.3.4 Religion
It is accepted by scholars that the church in
Penkridge was founded probably in the 10th
century and was of considerable importance78.
The fact that it was a Royal Free Chapel in the
medieval period as were the former early
medieval minster churches of Wolverhampton
and Tettenhall suggests that it too was
79
established as a minster . Minster churches
were established from circa 650 onwards and
were intended to serve regions which have
80
been seen as originating as Roman territories .
The existence of the minster would suggest
the presence of a congregation being served
at Penkridge.
It was traditionally assumed that the church
had been founded by King Edgar (957-75), but
an early 16th century document suggests that
it was founded at a slightly earlier date by King
Eadred (946-55) (cf. 2.3.2)81. Lewis' analysis of
the charter (cf. 2.3.2) has suggested that in the
early medieval period the Latin term for 'place
(locus)' was sometimes used to mean
'monastery or minster' and would therefore
support the claim for the presence of an
important church with an attached
82
community . By Domesday Book (1086) the
community appears to have consisted of nine
clerics who held part of the manor of the king
(cf. 2.3.2)83.
The minster church was probably located
upon the site of the Grade I St Michael and All
Angels' Church whose earliest extant fabric
has been dated to the 13th century (cf. 2.4.3)84.
The extent of the Deanery Manor as shown on
a mid 18th century map includes evidence for
the boundary of the possible ecclesiastic site
which could have been fossilised in the
townscape from its early medieval origins (cf.
map 2). However, historians do not appear to
80
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equate the later Deanery Manor with the
holdings of the nine clerics at Domesday Book
(1086), although it is not made clear why the
85
two could not be the same .
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2.4 Medieval (1066 to 1499)

period the le Blund family, as lords of the
manor, claimed rights of infanthief and
gallows as well as being granted the right to
91
free warren .
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88

2.4.1 Settlement
2.4.1.1 Domesday Book
The manor of Penkridge is recorded in
Domesday Book (1086) where it was held by
the king, although a portion of it had been
granted to nine clerics (cf. 2.3.4).
“Land of the King: King Edward held it . 1 hide.
Land for 4 ploughs. In lordship 2: 2 slaves; two
villagers and two smallholders with two
ploughs. A mill at 5s; meadow, 16 acres;
woodland one league long and one wide.
Value 40s. These members belong to this
manor:
In Wolgarston 1 hide. Land for 3 ploughs.
In Drayton 1 hide, waste. Land for …
In Congreve 1 hide. Land for 3 ploughs.
In Dunston 2 hides. Land for 4 ploughs
In Cowley and Beffcote 1 and half hides. Land
for three hides.
In lordship 2 ploughs; 1 thane.
16 villagers and 12 smallholders have 6
ploughs between them. Meadow, 18 acres;
woodland half league long and 3 furlongs
86
wide. Total value before 1066, 65s now 100s” .

92

In 1363 the manor was conveyed to John de
Beverley, but by the early 15th century the
manor had been divided with part held by Sir
Humphrey Stafford of Hook (Dorset) and half
92
by Sir William Hawkesford (or Hankford) . By
1461 it appears that the manor had been
unified under the Stafford family who were by
that date described as the 'lords of the
93
manor' . It remained with this family until the
early 16th century.
Wolgarston, one of the estates recorded in
Domesday Book, remained a distinct part of
Penkridge manor and may be land to which
the Hussey family were continuing to claim
lordship rights into the post medieval period94.
They were certainly the principal tenants of
Wolgarston by the early 16th century; their
95
seat being described as Hussey's Hall . The
site of the hall is not precisely known, but has
been linked to the moated site lying to the
south east of Wolgarston High School (just
96
beyond HUCA 11) .

“9 clerics hold 1 hide from the king. Land for 4
ploughs. In lordship 5 ploughs; 6 slaves; 7
villagers with 3 ploughs. The value was 3s;
87
now 10s” .
2.4.1.2 Lordship
Penkridge manor was tenanted to the Hose or
Hussey family by 1156 until 1215 (except
between 1173 and 1207 when it appears to
88
have returned to royal control) . In 1215 the
manor was conveyed to the Archbishop of
Dublin, who in turn conveyed two thirds of the
manor to his nephew (Andrew le Blund)89. The
le Blund family continued to hold these two
thirds of the manor until 136390. During this
21
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Map 2:
Extent of Deanery Manor
(as depicted on Wyatt's
map 1754)

It has been assumed that the third of the manor which the Archbishops of Dublin retained was
carved out of the manor in the early 13th century. This third became known as 'The Deanery' and
was held by the Archbishops until the Dissolution in the mid 16th century (cf. 2.5.1.1 and 2.5.4).
In their manor the Archbishops also claimed rights including infangthief, view of frankpledge and
97
assize of bread and beer . Map 2 shows the extent of the Deanery manor as it was depicted on
Wyatt's map (1754).
The portion of the manor held by the nine clerics at Domesday Book (1086) has been assumed to
have formed the endowment of one of the prebends of St Michael's Church (cf. 2.4.3) known
variously as 'Penkridge' and 'le More', although it is clear that this is purely supposition. The area
of 'le More' was probably based upon the extant Moor Hall cottages (located to the south east
beyond the EUS project area)98. An alternative interpretation may be that what later became
known as the Deanery manor formed the 'clerics' holding described in Domesday Book and thus
the third of Penkridge manor which the Archbishop of Dublin retained in the early 13th century
(cf. 2.4.3).
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Map 3: Penkridge in the medieval period (and
possible extent of Collegiate complex)

2.4.1.3 Town plan and buildings
There is no known town charter for Penkridge, but it is recognised as a town in the medieval
period because of documentary references to burgage tenure occurring between circa 1290 and
99
1471 . The creation of the town has been associated with the le Blount family and may have
100
occurred at a similar period to the granting of the market charter in 1244 (cf. 2.4.2.3) . Map 3
suggests the extent of the burgage plots in the medieval period taken from the morphology of
the townscape as indicated by the earliest map of Penkridge (Wyatt 1754). It shows extant
burgage plots within the townscape, along Market Street and part of Stone Cross (cf. HUCA 6).
There are also burgage plots indicated along Cannock Road, which during the medieval period
was probably a principal route between the two medieval towns across Cannock Chase (cf. HUCA
9)101. However, by the time of Wyatt's map (1754) the majority of the plots along Cannock Road,
whilst being described as 'crofts' were not the site of properties. It is possible that this was the
result of settlement shrinkage associated with economic and/or population decline or that they
were laid out as speculative plots by an overly optimistic lord of the manor but which were never
occupied. Such conclusions could only be tested archaeologically. Dyer suggests that Penkridge,
along with many other medieval towns in Staffordshire, was only temporarily urban and the
evidence for the post medieval period suggests that the success of its market fluctuated (cf.
102
2.5.3.3) .
Three Grade II listed buildings lying within the EUS project area have been dated to the 15th
century. Two of these buildings lie adjacent to St Michael's Church (HUCA 1); Church Farm and
Church Cottages103. These properties pre-date the Dissolution and may have been associated
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109

with the Collegiate church, but further work
would be required to understand what such a
relationship may possibly have been; Church
Farm in particular has 18th century extensions
and alterations. The third property is The Old
Cottage on Bellbrook which has been
identified as probably originating in the 15th
century as an open hall house; it has later
alterations including the insertion of a second
storey and a 17th century chimney104. It has
visible timber framing, but has been partially
rebuilt in brick. Two further buildings survive,
which contain evidence for early (possibly
medieval) origins. The Grade II listed, 16th
century Two-Steps, Market Street contains
evidence that it originated as a single storey
hall (HUCA 6)106. Wyre Hall, Cannock Road, also
Grade II listed contains two reused medieval
roof trusses over an 18th century east wing, it
is not clear whether these have come from a
property elsewhere or originated from an
earlier property on this site. A property in
Market Street was described in the 1950s as
containing the remains of what may have
been a medieval cruck truss, but it is currently
unclear whether this building survives or was
demolished as part of the supermarket
development (cf. HUCA 6)107. Other timber
framed properties survive (cf. 2.5.1.3) and any
of the historic buildings within the EUS project
area may have earlier fabric surviving within
later structures.

Lantern) field, 'Fyland', 'Old Field' and
'Whotecroft'108. Some of these field names
were recorded on Wyatt's map of 1754
(although the land had been enclosed by this
date) and so we can locate several of them (cf.
map 4). The earthwork remains of medieval
ploughing, known as ridge and furrow, was
visible on an aerial photograph taken in 1963
to the south of Penkridge, but the area has
since been developed (cf. HUCA 11)109.

105

2.4.2 Economy
2.4.2.1 Agriculture
Map 4 shows those lands whose post medieval
field systems indicated that they had
originated as open fields by at least the
medieval period (HCT 'Open Fields').
Documentary records suggest the names of
some of the open fields within Penkridge
manor which include by the mid to late 16th
century Clay Field, Prince Field, 'Manstonhill',
Mill Field, Wood Field, Lowtherne (later
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Map 4:
Penkridge's landscape
in the medieval period

Rights to common cattle in Teddesley Hay (cf. map 4) was shared by the tenants and inhabitants
of Penkridge manor (including its dependent settlements such as Wolgarston) and the Deanery
110
manor . They also had the right of common on Penkridge Heath, The Marsh and Quarry Heath
111
among other lands (the remainder not being locatable upon map 4) .
112

The lord of the manor held a fishery, presumably upon the River Penk, by the mid 13th century .
There is less information relating to the Deanery Manor, but it is known that in the early 14th
century it had at least 90 acres of arable, 17 acres of meadow and 53 acres of pasture and
moorland in Penkridge113.
2.4.2.2 Economy/Industry
Another indicator of what constitutes a town in the medieval period is the number of nonagricultural occupations. Fifteenth century records have identified occupations such as tailor,

25

114

Staffordshire HER: PRN 01043
Midgley and Greenslade 1959: 129
Ibid.
124
Ibid: 127
125
Ibid

smith, fuller and fletcher114. However, in the
late 14th century poll tax records, Penkridge
was identified as having fewer non-agricultural
occupations than nearby Brewood, but more
than that of the neighbouring settlements
suggesting at least a degree of commercial
115
activity . The brewers and bakers of
Penkridge were fined for irregularities by the
clerk of the royal household in the early 14th
century; the fine amounted to more than that
for Brewood (and the same as that levied on
Uttoxeter) suggesting that Penkridge's
economy may have suffered a decline
between the early and late 14th century116.
However, such fragmentary evidence cannot
provide an accurate picture of Penkridge's
likely economic situation. For instance a late
14th century challenge to Penkridge's market
could be interpreted as evidence of economic
prosperity at this date (cf. 2.4.2.3).

Wyatt's map (1754) at the junction of Stone
Cross and Pinfold Lane. The cross was moved
during road widening to the church yard,
where it still stands as a Grade II listed
structure, at an unspecified date121 The base,
pedestal and lower section of the cross have
been dated to the 14th century (the other
portions date to the late 19th century). No
further details of the cross are provided and it
is possible that it originated as a market cross.

2.4.2.3 Markets and fairs

122

123

The extant Market Place may have been
created as part of the foundation of the town,
associated with the granting of the market
charter in 1244. The original area of the
market place may have been larger than it is
currently; the properties which include the
extant 'The Star Inn', 'Wyre End Cottage' and
the Grade II listed 'The Old Cottage' may have
been constructed upon part of it. The latter
property has been dated to the 15th century
(cf. 2.4.1.3 and HUCA 6) which may provide a
date to the infilling of the market place.

Penkridge was certainly hosting a fair by 1215
as the rights to it passed from the Hussey
family to the Archbishop of Dublin at this
117
time . The earliest reference to a market
comes when the lord of the manor (Andrew le
Blund) was granted a market charter in 1244118.
However, as the location of a minster church in
the early medieval period (being described as
a 'famous place' in the mid 10th century; cf.
2.3) it is considered by historians that the mid
13th century charter was probably the official
confirmation of pre-existing marketing
119
functions .

2.4.2.4 Watermills

Dyer notes that it was usual for trading to
occur in the churchyard, but the historical
geographer, Terry Slater, identified two market
120
places within Penkridge's townscape . It has
been suggested above (cf. 2.3.3) that the
earliest location of the market or fair may have
been at Stone Cross (cf. plate 1) on the main
north-south route between Stafford and
Wolverhampton (now the A449). The name
was taken from a stone cross, marked on

Watermills formed an important part of the
agricultural economy and the earliest
reference occurs in Domesday Book (1086)
where it formed part of the King's manor124.
There are further references to mills during the
late 12th and 13th centuries; it is not known
where the mill or mills may have been located.
The de la More family were holding a mill in
1298, but it is not known if this was the same
as any of those previously mentioned125.
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In the late 14th century Penkridge's market
was being challenged by the burgesses of
Stafford who felt that it was detrimental their
own commercial success perhaps suggesting a
period of economic boom in Penkridge122.
However, the challenge failed when
Penkridge's market was confirmed by the king.
A September fair was granted to the lord of
the manor (Hugh le Blund) in 1278 and was
confirmed in 1312 and 1364123.
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The Town Mill (HUCA 3) standing on the River
Penk has been dated to the late 17th or early
18th century and it possibly replaced an earlier
mill which may potentially have had medieval
origins. There are medieval deeds referring to
'Hasyll Mill' located approximately 2.5km to
the east of Penkridge (cf. 2.5.3.2)126.
2.4.3 Religion
The earlier history of the church from the
Norman Conquest (1066) to the early 12th
century is unclear. It has been assumed that it
was originally a minster church (cf. 2.3.4) and
by 1086 appears to have been a Royal Free
Chapel with nine clerks (cf. 2.4.1.1). King
Stephen granted Penkridge church in 1136 to
the Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield (thus
losing its Royal Free Chapel status). This status
was regained in 1182 by King Henry II and the
rights of the king to appoint canons continued
127
throughout the medieval period . In 1215
Penkridge church and its manor (later the
Deanery manor) were granted to the
Archbishop of Dublin128.
By the late 12th century it had been
established as a collegiate church with a dean
and canons who (by 1291) held eight
prebends: Coppenhall, Stretton, Shareshill,
Dunston, Penkridge (possibly also known as La
More), Congreve, Longrdgie and the vicarage
of Coppenhall129. There are other references to
named prebends during the medieval period
(including Pillatonhall, Bold and
'Brennydhalle')130. The church at Cannock, by
the late 12th century, was also one of the
prebends belonging to Penkridge, however,
King Richard sold it (along with Cannock
manor) to the Bishop of Coventry and
131
Lichfield . Penkridge church and the bishop
continue to dispute over rights to Cannock
church although the dispute appears to have
ended in the Bishop's favour by the 14th
century when it was no longer referred to as a
132
prebend . There were three other dependent
chapels during the medieval period,
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139
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associated with prebends, at Coppenhall,
Shareshill and Stretton (a fourth appears to
have existed by 1445 at Dunston)133.
By 1321 there were two chantries, served by
chantry priests, within the church; King's
Chantry and the Chantry of the Blessed Virgin
Mary134. In 1365 these two chantries, along
with the Sacrist's were also listed as
prebends135. The record taken of the church at
the Dissolution details its organisation at this
date: it comprised a dean (assumed to be
mostly absent), seven prebendaries, two
resident canons without prebends, an official
principal, six vicars (three of which were
resident vicars choral), a high deacon, a sub136
deacon and a sacrist . The evidence suggests
that the majority of this community was
probably resident at Penkridge; all but two of
the prebends were supported by rents and
tithes; only two of the prebendary chapels
appear to have had resident vicars at
Coppenhall and Stretton137. Such a sizable
community is likely to have had its own
buildings which are assumed to have lain
adjacent to the church (Grade II listed
buildings of medieval origin lie to the west of
the church cf. 2.4.1.3 and HUCA 1)138. The
buildings are likely to have lain within the area
defined as the 'Deanery Manor' on Wyatt's
map (1754) (cf. map 2). Furthermore the map
evidence suggests that the Grade II* listed
16th century 'Old Deanery' lay outside of the
Deanery Manor (cf. HUCA 1). Its external
appearance suggests that it may have
139
originated as a farmhouse .
2.4.3.1 St Michael's and All Angels Church
The earliest dated fabric within the Grade I
listed church dates to the 13th century with
substantial 14th century additions and
alterations (plate 2). The chapel arcade has
been dated to the early 13th century and the
nave arcade to circa 1250 (the chancel arch is
described as 13th century); these works may
be associated with the transfer of the church
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and manor to the Archbishopric of Dublin140.
The16th century re-fenestration of the church
may have reused some 13th century material
(cf. 2.5.4).

Other routes out of the town include the
minor roads Mill Street/Teddesley Road
(heading north east towards Teddesley Hay,
Acton Trussell and Cannock Chase) and Pinfold
Lane (leaving Penkridge at Stone Cross and
heading west-south-west). The latter meets
Bungham Lane to the south west of the
historic core just to the east of where the lane
crosses the River Penk via the Grade II listed
143
Cuttlestone Bridge . The extant bridge is
17th century in date, but was first mentioned
144
in the early 13th century .
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144
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2.5 Post Medieval (1500 to 1699)
2.5.1 Settlement
2.5.1.1 Lordship

Plate 2: St Michael's Church

2.4.4 Communications
Penkridge lies on the main north-south route
between Stafford and Wolverhampton (now
the A449). The route crosses the River Penk
just to the north of the town via the Bull
Bridge which was first mentioned as 'Bolde
brugge' in 1346141. A survey of the extant
bridge in 1976 observed the remains of a
medieval pier footing142.
There was also a route east from Penkridge to
Cannock which entered the former at the
Market Place. This is likely to have been an
important route during the medieval period,
at least from the 12th to 14th century when
Cannock church was a prebend of Penkridge
church (cf. 2.4.4).

It was during this period that the Littleton
family began to come to prominence in local
affairs as they amassed lands and estates. The
earliest member of the family to succeed to
land in south Staffordshire was Richard
Littleton, an eminent lawyer and the second
son of Sir Thomas Littleton of Frankley,
145
Worcestershire, in 1502 . He inherited
Pillaton and Otherton, both located to the
south east of Penkridge (beyond the EUS
project area), through his wife Alice146. Pillaton
Old Hall, a Grade II* listed building dating to
the early 16th century, was the principal seat
147
of the family until the mid 18th century . By
the late 16th century the family owned the
lands of Huntington, Teddesley (including
what had been the Royal Forest of Cannock
Wood in Teddesley), Wolgarston, Levedale,
Longridge and rights in Gailey; in 1552 they
148
took out a 21 year lease on Water Eaton . In
1543 Edward Littleton leased the Deanery
manor (including the site of the college) for 80
years149. However, the overlordship was initially
granted to John Dudley, earl of Warwick
following the Dissolution, but by the 1580s it
had been bought by John Morley and Thomas
Crompton who sold it to Edward Littleton in
150
1585 . Further lands bought at this time
149
150
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included Preston, Hay House, Lynehill and
Moorhall151. The capital messuage of the
Deanery manor was known in 1574 as College
House, but this cannot be positively identified
152
with any known site . In the early 17th
century the Littleton family also acquired land
153
in Acton Trussell and Bednall .
Penkridge manor passed through several
hands in the early 16th century, but in 1590
the whole passed to the Greville family and
they retained the overlordship into the mid
18th century (cf. 2.6.1.1)154. However, the
manor was leased to the Littleton family in
1583155.
2.5.1.2 Settlement
It is likely that the plan of the townscape was
generally unchanged from the medieval and
into the post medieval period. It is possible
that there was settlement shrinkage and some
growth (the latter could have occurred within
the town in the form of the subdivision of
plots) throughout the period linked to the
towns changing economic fortunes (cf.
2.5.3.3), but this could only be proven through
archaeological intervention.
In 1666 the Constablewick of Penkridge
contained 212 households, but in 1695 the
settlement was described by William Camden
as being a small village156.
Beyond the historic core of Penkridge,
settlement was being recorded in the early
17th century at The Marsh and Quarry Heath;
these were areas of common land and the
settlement probably represents encroachment
on their edges (cf. 'Squatter Enclosure' on map
5)157. Such settlement may relate to new
industries, particularly metal working, which
were being established within and around
Cannock Chase during this period (the trees
on the Chase were a major source of fuel for
the furnaces).
157
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Map 5:
Penkridge in the post
medieval period

2.5.1.3 Buildings
Seventeen properties, lying within the EUS project area, have been dated to this period; of these
thirteen are Grade II listed, whilst The Deanery on Pinfold Lane is Grade II* Listed. A further three
buildings have been locally listed by South Staffordshire Council. The majority of these earlier
buildings are principally (or originally) built of timber with ten of them having visible timber
framing. The most decorative of these properties is the Grade II listed 'White Hart' on Stone Cross
which is a three storey property with close studding to the ground floor, a herringbone pattern to
158.
the first floor and small square panels in three small gables on the second floor Wyre Hall,
Cannock Road, however, originated as a late 17th century red brick house, although there are
later additions including an 18th century east wing (which contains reused medieval timbers, cf.
2.4.1.3 and plate 3)159. Re-facing and rebuilding of the timber framed buildings occurred from the
early 18th century onwards (cf. 2.6.1.3). Consequently it is possible that a number of other
properties which externally appear to date to the 18th or 19th century may also retain earlier
30
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fabric within their cores.

the eastern wing comprising timber framed
square panels164. No archaeological work has
currently been carried out upon the building,
but externally it appears to have originated as
a farmhouse, rather than an ecclesiastical
165
building . The central hall with its mullioned
windows probably dates to the 16th century.
The cross wings probably date to the 17th
century (although one commentator
suggested that the western wing may be
later)166.

161

The majority of those surviving properties
which have been dated to the post medieval
period lie within the area identified as part of
Penkridge's medieval historic core along
Market Street, around Market Place, Cannock
Road and at Stone Cross (cf. map 16 (HUCA 6)
and map 20 (HUCA 9); HCT 'Burgage Plots' on
map 3). A number of post medieval buildings
also lie on the periphery of the known
medieval town; these include what is now the
Grade II listed Railway Inn which has been
dated to the 17th century (HUCA 5)160. This
property may mark the southern extent of the
town, possibly from the medieval period.
Other properties stand further afield and
include Mill End, a Grade II listed 17th century
timber framed cottage, which may be
associated with the development of the Town
161
Mill (cf. 2.5.3.2 and HUCA 7) . The Grade II
listed Bowcroft Cottages, also a 17th century
timber framed house, lies off New Road to the
south of the historic core (in HUCA 10)162. This
property would originally have been quite
isolated and is depicted on Wyatt's map (1754)
as lying side on to an access lane into fields (of
possible medieval origin?); New Road which
only partially follows the alignment of the
earlier lane (and departs from it by the time it
reaches Bowcroft Cottages hence the unusual
angle at which it lies relative to the road) was
probably constructed in the early/mid 19th
century (cf. 2.6.5.1). Bowcroft Cottages may
have been associated with the enclosure of
the fields in this area during the post medieval
period (cf. 2.5.3.1).
The Grade II* The Deanery in Pinfold Street
stands opposite the church, although Wyatt's
map of 1754 which depicts the extent of the
Deanery Manor suggests that this building lay
within Penkridge Manor (cf. map 2 and 3;
163
2.4.3) . This impressive building comprises a
central sandstone range flanked by two cross
wings; the western wing being roughcast and
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Plate 3: Wyre Hall, Cannock Road

2.5.2 Education and Welfare
2.5.2.1 Education
There are documentary references to a teacher
in Penkridge during the mid 16th century167. A
school, probably held within the church,
existed until 1668. Its relationship to the
Charity School first recorded in 1695 is
unknown. The latter school was housed in a
building constructed in the church yard to the
west of the church (cf. HUCA 1)168.
2.5.2.2 Horse Racing
By the late 17th century horse races were
being held following the Midsummer Fair;
these races continued into the early 18th
century169.
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2.5.3 Economy

beginning to occur at The Marsh, present by
the mid 18th century, but possibly having
much earlier origins175.
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2.5.3.1 Agriculture
Documentary records suggest that open fields
still existed within Penkridge manor in the late
16th and mid 17th century when Clay Field,
Prince Field, 'Manostonshill', Mill Field, Wood
Field and 'Lowtherne' (Lantern) Field were
recorded. These fields had certainly been
enclosed by the mid 18th century (as shown
170
by Wyatt's map of 1754) . The enclosure
occurred gradually whereby landholders
agreed between themselves to create discrete
landholdings rather than holding individual
strips across open fields (a process known as
'Piecemeal Enclosure' cf. map 5) which may
have been in progress by the end of the 17th
century171. The documentary records for
Deanery Manor suggest that enclosure was
taking place by the mid 16th century,
although two open fields (Clay Field and
Hogstone Field) appear to have still been open
in the mid 17th century. In fact in the Deanery
Manor there appears to have been a bit of a
free-for-all regarding the enclosure of land
during the late 17th century with various
tenants enclosing not only their own lands,
but also those belonging to the lord of the
172
manor .
The meadows were similarly still held in
common in the mid 17th century in both
manors. Common land existed at The Marsh
and Quarry Heath in the late 16th century;
although in the mid 17th century Quarry
Heath was ploughed for five years (the rent
providing an income for charitable
173
purposes) . Ploughing also occurred
periodically (or as one-off events) during the
17th century on other areas of heath or
common land including within Gailey Hay,
Teddesley Hay (with the connivance of the
Littleton family) and on Penkridge Heath174.
Map 5 also reveals the areas where squatting
on the edge of the common land was

176

2.5.3.2 Economy/Industry
There are currently few specific details
regarding the industries in which the
inhabitants may have been engaged in
Penkridge during this period. However, in the
wider landscape iron working was becoming
an established industry and is particularly
associated with the Paget family who operated
a number of blast furnaces in and around
176
Cannock Chase in the late 16th century . The
Paget's established a blast furnace known as
Teddesley Furnace near Hazel Mill, Bangley
Park (approximately 2km north east of
Penkridge) in 1578, which operated until
177
1586 . An excavation near Hazel Mill found
evidence for the hearth and some structural
remains of the furnace178. The mill pond and
pond bay survive as earthworks. The wood
which fuelled the furnace came from
Teddesley Hay following a 15 year lease signed
between the owner of the hay, Edward
Littleton and the Pagets'179. Substantial
amounts of money were paid for these rights
which presumably assisted the Littleton family
in their pursuit of lands (and the lease of lands)
in and around Penkridge during this period (cf.
2.5.1.1)
An iron foundry had been established at
Penkridge by 1635, although its precise
location is unknown180. It is possibly related to
a pool which was known as Ironmonger Pool
near Pillaton Hall in 1754 (lying beyond the
EUS project area). Another candidate for this
mill may be Wolgarston mill which stood to
the north of Wolgarston Farm (beyond the EUS
181
area) . A mound of iron slag was found to the
south of the farm suggesting that it had been
an iron working site at an unrecorded date
(part of the building and documentary records
suggest that it is of at least post medieval
182
date) . The extant Town Mill was also
181
182
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reputedly involved in the iron industry during
the 17th century, although no details are
183
known .

the late 16th century when they were being
leased by the lord of the manor to a James
192
Southall . The location of these mills is
unknown, although the site of the extant Town
Mill is a possible candidate193. Furthermore it is
not known whether this refers to three
separate mill buildings or to two or more pairs
of stones operating in one or more buildings.
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146
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2.5.3.3 Market/fairs
The economic success of the market during
the post medieval period seems to have
fluctuated. It appears that by the late 16th
century the market was as good as (if not
184
actually) defunct . In 1617 the then lord of
the manor, Sir Fulk Greville, was granted a
Tuesday market, which was still just about
operating in circa 1660, but had been
185
discontinued by the end of the century . This
situation did not last; markets were again
being held in the town by 1747186. It has been
suggested that the fluctuating success of the
market during this period may have been due
187
to its proximity to Stafford ; but perhaps
equally to its proximity to Wolverhampton.
By the early 16th century the fair at Penkridge
was dealing in horses as well as other
merchandise188. During the 16th century it
became nationally renowned for its horse fair
(by 1598 it only dealt in horses) with traders
being recorded as coming from all of the
surrounding counties and from as far away as
189
London, Bristol and Nottinghamshire . The
importance of the horse fair was such that in
1598 Penkridge was described as '…a small
village famous for a horse fair'190. The lord of
the manor, Sir Edward Greville, capitalised
upon this success being granted an additional
191
three fairs in 1617 .
The horse fair was held on the area known as
'The Marsh' located to the north west of the
town (cf. post medieval map) and the epithet
'Horse Fair' is still attached to an area of land
currently occupied by a children's playground
(cf. HUCA 7).
2.5.3.4 Watermills
Three watermills are recorded in Penkridge in

193

194

Other watermills recorded during the post
medieval period include two mills in
Penkridge in 1662 and two watermills
recorded in 1532 associated with the
Wolgarston estate (one of which is recorded as
194
being in Penkridge and Wolgarston) . The
other of these two latter watermills, located in
Wolgarston, was operating as a walk or fulling
mill; the fact that the function of the other mill
is not given may suggest it was grinding
195
corn . It is unclear whether this represents
two pairs of mill stones in one building or two
separate mill buildings. Either way it is likely
that the site of Wolgarston Mill, lying to the
north of Wolgarston Farm, was extant during
this period; one description of it when it was
standing suggested that post medieval fabric
may have survived within the two and three
storey structure (cf. 2.5.3.2)196.
In 1585, as iron production was coming to an
end at Teddesley Furnace (cf. 2.5.3.2), a survey
of Penkridge Manor recorded what the value
of the watermill (presumably Hazel Mill) would
197
be when it was returned to corn mill .
2.5.4 Religion
The collegiate church, with its canons holding
their prebends and its two chantries, was
dissolved by the Crown in 1548198. At this point
all of the possessions of the Deanery manor
including the site of the college house were
granted to the Earl of Warwick, although the
lease to the manor continued to be held by
the Littleton family (cf. 2.5.1.1)199. Following
the Dissolution the organisation of the church
was adjusted so that only a vicar and an
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assistant priest served the parish200.

new seat in the 1760s207. The prestige of the
property was enhanced by the extensive
parkland which surrounded it208. The entire
Littleton estate was inherited in 1812 by
Edward John Walhouse a great nephew of the
previous occupier, but he changed his name to
Littleton and was later (in 1835) created Lord
Hatherton209.

The relationship between the Dissolution and
the fabric of the church is unclear, but the
building was re-fenestrated during the 16th
century (although it is not specified when this
may have occurred) possibly re-using 13th
201
century material .
Two buildings lying just to the north of the
church (and within the Deanery manor as
defined by Wyatt in 1754) are believed to be
medieval in origin and are assumed to have
been in someway associated with the
202
collegiate church . Another building, said to
have been the house of the resident canons
apparently survived until at least the late 16th
century. This building has been associated
with a property demolished in 1850 which is
believed to have stood on the north side of
203
Church Lane (now St Michael's Square) .
2.5.5 Communications
The Grade II Listed Cuttlestone Bridge has
been dated to the 17th or 18th century and
has been widened at least once204.
A bridge, Crown Bridge, existed by the 17th
century to carry the Cannock Road over the
Boosmore Brook205. The brook had been
culverted by the late 19th century and the
bridge no longer survives.

2.6 18th and 19th century (1700 to
1899)
2.6.1 Settlement
2.6.1.1 Lordship
The overlordship of Penkridge manor was sold
by the Greville family to Sir Edward Littleton in
1749; thus further increasing the Littleton
206
family's influence within the local area .
The Littleton family built Teddesley Hall,
located 3km north east of Penkridge as their
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2.6.1.2 Population
The 19th century census returns reveal that
across Penkridge township the population
steadily increased between 1801 (1,727
people) and 1851 (2,663 people), but in the
following decades (up to 1901) it generally fell
albeit by a small margin210.
2.6.1.3 Town and buildings
Wyatt's mid 18th century map of Penkridge
suggests that the town had seen little
significant growth from the medieval period,
indeed the evidence presented in sections
2.4.1.3 and 2.5.1.2 may imply that it had
211
contracted over this same period . By the late
1820s the settlement was being described as
'principally of two streets' Market Street and
Clay Street/Stone Cross (now the A449) the
latter was apparently the 'best' of the two212.
Several Listed properties within Market Street
have been dated to the 18th and early 19th
century and include a three storey brick built
property on the south side of the street which
had originated as a domestic building213. The
principal Listed buildings along Clay
Street/Stone Cross include the early 19th
century Little Arms, a purpose built coaching
inn (an indication of the importance of this
route cf. 2.6.5.1)214. The other listed buildings
have earlier origins, but many incorporate
additions or alterations of this period.
Furthermore, many of the unlisted and locally
listed historic buildings which dominate
Market Street and Crown Bridge in particular
also appear to date to the 18th and 19th
centuries; although earlier fabric may be
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concealed behind earlier facades. Buildings which until the late 20th century stood in Mill Street
were also described as dating from the 18th and early 19th centuries215. Much of the rebuilding
and alteration which occurred during the period was carried out under the auspices of the
216
Littleton family, as lords of the manor . The distinctive architectural style (particularly the fish217
scale tiles) contributes to an 'estate village' feel to the character of the settlement . The Littleton
family were also responsible for several civic buildings including the school, a Reading Room in
218.
Market Street and almshouses in New Road (cf. 2.6.2.1 and 2.6.2.2)
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Map 6:
Penkridge in the late
19th century

Gentlemen's residences began to appear during this period typified by detached houses set
within sizable grounds which were generally located away from the historic core. The earliest of
these are the Grade II Listed Haling Grove and Rock House, both of which have been dated to the
early 19th century219. The former is a large stuccoed detached house of three storeys lying back
from the Cannock Road; a row of cottages are said to have been demolished to make way for it220.
Rock House lies off New Road along a private driveway, although part of its grounds has since
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been redeveloped for housing. By the late
19th century a detached house (The Uplands)
and a pair of semi-detached houses (The Villas)
had been built just below the railway viaduct
on the north side of Levedale Road
overlooking the Penk Valley (cf. HUCA 2 and
plate 7).

2.6.2.2 Education

The greatest alteration to the townscape
during this period was the creation of two new
roads. The Ordnance Survey drawing of 1817
suggests that the first (New Road), which links
the Market Square to Clay Street, existed by
1817, although an alternative suggestion is
that it was constructed as part of
improvements to the road system linking
Penkridge and Cannock made under the
Turnpike Act of 1825221. St Michael's Road
which links Clay Street to Station Road was
created at the instigation of Lord Hatherton
between 1861 and 1862, when it was known
as Church Road, to provide access to the
222
station . By the 1880s two detached houses
had been built at the northern end of St
Michael's Road; with a third appearing by circa
1901223.
2.6.2 Administration, Education and
Welfare
2.6.2.1 Welfare
A parish workhouse existed on the Cannock
Road in Penkridge by 1777 until the Penkridge
Union was established in 1834224. The former
parish workhouse was used as cottages until
its demolition in the mid 20th century225.
In 1866 the Dowager Lady Hatherton had five
almshouses built in New Road in memory of
her husband (plate 4)226. The beneficiaries
were retired labourers from the Teddesley
estate.
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228

The Charity School in the churchyard
continued until the pupils were transferred to
the National School circa 1831 when the
former was demolished227.
The National School was initiated by the
Littleton family in 1818 with the construction
of a school and the Grade II listed School
House in Market Place, both of which were
designed by the architect Joseph Potter228. The
school building was replaced and enlarged in
1889 by the extant building in memory of
Edward Richard Littleton, the second Lord
229
Hatherton .
By 1818 there were three Dame Schools
operating in Penkridge and in 1834 there were
five academies and a boarding school
operating at Ivy House, St Michael's Square
230
(Grade II listed and built in 1741) . None of
these initiatives are likely to have been long
lived.
The Littleton family's interest in education for
the town did not stop at children with Lady
Hatherton establishing a free reading room for
the town in 1881. In 1885 the Reverend
Littleton provided a purpose-built reading
room for the use of working men on payment
231
of a 'nominal' subscription (cf. HUCA 6) .
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Plate 4: Almshouses, New Road

2.6.2.3 Public Services and Utilities
In 1872 a small gas works was constructed on land to the north of properties standing on Pinfold
232
Lane (cf. HCT 'Utilities' on map 5) . The gas supplied the town with lighting.
Other public services included the creation of a police station (now the Grade II Listed library) in
Bellbrook off Cannock Road (plate 5)233. A plaque on the building dates it to 1858, but this just
records its conversion from a failed Savings Bank, built in 1819. These works included the
addition of two cells, which survive complete and unaltered. The police station was replaced by a
234
new building in 1954 (cf. 2.6.3.2) . A Grade II Listed lock up, dating to the early 19th century,
235
containing two cells stands on the corner of Bellbrook and Market Place . A chief constable and
236
inspector are recorded in the Penkridge entry of White's 1851 Directory .
2.6.2.4 Horse racing
Horse racing had apparently been established circa 1825 to the north of the town and was quite
237
popular by 1834, however, it appears to have ceased by 1851 .
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2.6.3 Economy

diversity of the settlement (cf. 2.6.1.3), which is
also exemplified by the presence of other
occupations. These include the professions
such as solicitors and surgeons who are
recorded throughout the 19th century245.
Other occupations include, in the late 1820s,
an auctioneer (presumably associated with the
horse fair) and by 1851 there was a deputy
coroner and clerk to the magistrates as well as
246
three insurance agents . The importance of
the railway is also clear by the mid 19th
century where a junior railway inspector and a
station master are recorded247.

2.6.3.1 Agriculture
The open fields and common meadows of the
area had all been enclosed by 1754; although
at this date several of the commons were still
open including The Marsh, Quarry Heath and
Penkridge Heath238. The latter were enclosed
in 1827 under an Act of Enclosure passed in
1814 which had been promoted by the
239
Littleton family as lords of the manors . The
squatter settlements at the edge of the former
commons, notably within the EUS area, at The
Marsh (cf. HUCA 7 and HUCA 8) remained
fossilised within this new landscape (cf. map
6).
The Littleton's were continuing to add to their
lands during the late 18th and early 19th
240
centuries by buying out smaller landholders .
A report in 1801 identified the main crops
grown within the historic parish which
included wheat (covering the largest
proportion), but also barley, oats, potatoes,
241
peas, beans and turnips or rape .
2.6.3.2 Economy/Industry
The town itself was not associated with any
particular industry during this period; its
economy being typical of many small former
market towns. Tanning is recorded in
Penkridge in the 18th and early 19th centuries,
probably located on Mill Street where there
was ready access to running water242. It is
possible that tanning may have occurred in
this area from at least the medieval period. A
tanning business also existed in New Road in
the 1860s243. Trade directories, from
throughout the 19th century, record a variety
of trades such as a clock and watch maker,
several shoe makers, blacksmiths, coopers and
turners, saddlers as well as tailors, dress
makers, milliners and hair dressers244. The
latter four trades perhaps indicate the social
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There was also a strong commercial element
to the town during the 19th century with
grocers, shop keepers, a druggist, drapers, a
cider dealer, wine and spirit merchants and
248
numerous inn keepers represented .
Commercial travellers are recorded from
1851249.
Other occupations included bankers, a Savings
Bank had been established in 1819, as well as a
250
police officer by 1851 . The Grade II Listed
former police station stands on the corner of
Bellbrook and Cannock Road (HUCA 6 and
plate 5). It has a date stone of 1858, but it was
the Savings Bank in the early 19th century and
251
parts most of it dates to this period . The
bank closed in 1879 and the deposits were
252
transferred to Penkridge Post Office .
The economic and professional diversity of the
settlement during the 19th century reveals
that Penkridge was still functioning as a town
and the presence of a town crier in 1896
perhaps reflects the inhabitants' view of its
253
status .
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Plate 5: Former police station (currently the library)

Beyond the town the local iron industry was in decline. Between circa 1717 and circa 1832 the
mill at Congreve (to the south west of the town) was used as a forge whilst the former Town Mill
254
(HUCA 3) operated as a rolling mill for approximately six years . It was a corn mill by 1834.
Quarrying appears to have been an important industry during the period; there were quarries at
Quarry Heath, Wood Bank, Wolgarston and off the Wolverhampton Road by 1754 which were still
255.
operating in 1862 Ingrams operated the quarries at Wood Bank and Quarry Heath between
256
1892 and 1924; the works at Quarry Hill was continued by the Walker firm until at least 1940 .
Lord Hatherton refers to his works to create a playground in 1860 at Horsefair was also an
257
opportunity to extract stone for building purposes . Brick-making was being carried out on
Penkridge Heath in the late 18th century. Fields recorded on the 1754 map occur in the area of
the later Filance Lock (HUCA 11) suggest brick making was occurring in this area258. A brickworks
existed on the western side of Wolverhampton Road (just south of the junction with St Michael's
Road) by the later 19th century, which had gone by circa 1920 (cf. HUCA 13)260.
The Littleton family opened a coal mine on their land to the west of Huntington in 1899 (Littleton
261
Colliery); previous attempts in the 1870s having failed .
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2.6.3.4 Markets and fairs

A mill pond still existed at Hazel Mill in 1754,
although by the late 19th century it is unclear
whether the mill was extant despite the name
still attached to the site (the mill pond is not
272
depicted) . The earthwork remains of two
mill ponds and a long two and three storey red
brick building were described as extant in the
1960s273.

263

The Tuesday market was resumed in 1747 and
262
was still being held in 1817 . It appears to
have become obsolete by the late 1820s and
does not appear to have been re-established
during the course of the 19th century263.
However, by 1868 there was a fortnightly
cattle market held on a Monday264. By the
1880s the cattle market was being held to the
west of the railway on the north side of Pinfold
Street (beyond the EUS project area). This
location was possibly chosen for its proximity
to the railway line as opposed to the site of the
Horse Fair across the other side of the town (cf.
HUCA 7)265.
The horse fair itself continued in popularity
throughout the 18th century (in the 1720s
Daniel Defoe described it as 'the greatest
horse fair in the world) and in 1851 it was still
being described as being among the 'first for
saddle and draught horses'266.
2.6.3.5 Mills
Penkridge Town Mill certainly existed by 1754;
the brick mill building probably dates to the
late 17th or early 18th century (HUCA 3 and
plate 8)267. Between at least 1827 and 1832 the
mill was being used as a rolling mill, but
appears to have been converted to a corn mill
by 1834; it was still in use as a corn mill at the
268
end of the 19th century .
A water mill at Wolgarston, lying to the north
of Wolgarston Farm (beyond the EUS area)
existed by 1754 and in 1834 was operating as
269
a corn mill . By 1851 it was operated by a
farmer, bone crusher and manure
manufacturer; it was described as a bone mill
in the late 19th century270. A description of the
mill when it was still standing in the mid 20th
century states that it was a two and three
storey red brick structure of 18th or 19th
century, although some fabric may have been
271
earlier .
269
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A windmill existed by 1775, but had
disappeared by the late 19th century, to the
east of the Wolverhampton to Stafford Road
274
(A449) . Nothing further is known of this site.
2.6.4 Religion
2.6.4.1 Anglican Churches
The Grade I Listed St Michael and All Saints'
Church retains earlier fabric, but was
apparently repaired and restored on two
occasions during the 19th century (plate 2).
The first restoration occurred circa 1831 and
the second was by J. A. Chatwin of
Birmingham in 1881275.
A tithe barn is marked on Wyatt's map (1754)
to the south of the church and this may have
had medieval origins forming part of the
collegiate complex276. It had gone by the late
19th century; possibly at the time that St
Michael's Road was created (cf. 2.6.1.3).
A vicarage was built in 1831 on land provided
by the Littleton family to the west of the
railway line (beyond the EUS project area)277.
The Grade II Listed former vicarage has since
been enlarged and converted to a hotel and
278
restaurant .
2.6.4.2 Non-Conformism
John Wesley preached in Penkridge parish in
1745 and a purpose-built Wesleyan chapel was
279
opened on New Road in 1828 . This building
has since been replaced.
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2.6.5 Communications
2.6.5.1 Roads
Until the mid 19th century passenger transport was largely confined to road travel. Several
coaches stopped in Penkridge on their routes between London and Manchester; Bristol,
Birmingham and Manchester and Cheltenham, Birmingham and Liverpool by the early 19th
280
century . Within the town, in 1834, coaches stopped at The Littleton Arms, The George and Fox
Inn and The White Hart, all lying on the Wolverhampton-Stafford Road (A449)281. Only two of
these inns survive; the Grade II Listed The Littleton Arms which dates to the early 19th century
(which probably replaced an earlier inn on this site (cf. plate 6)) and the Grade II Listed The White
Hart, which is a decorative 17th century timber framed property which probably originated as a
282
private dwelling . The George and Fox Inn was rebuilt in the 1930s (cf. 2.6).
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Map 7:
Residential development
(housing only) in Penkridge
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The importance of the main north-south route between Stafford and Wolverhampton along
which all the coaches travelled was emphasised by its turnpiking (circa 1761) with a toll gate
sited at Bull Bridge to the north of the town283. It is likely that due to the increased importance of
this route during the late 18th and early 19th century, Bull Bridge was rebuilt (in 1796) and was
284
widened in the early 1820s when buildings were also removed from it .
The road between Penkridge and Cannock had been turnpiked by 1826285. There was probably a
tollgate located at the 17th century Shirlyn Cottage (formerly known as 'Tollgate Cottage') on
Cannock Road, which even in the late 19th century was the most easterly building on the road
within Penkridge286.
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Map 8: Penkridge in the
mid 20th century
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2.6.5.2 Canals

construction of the station (cf. 2.6.1.3). By
1851 trains ran six times a day in each
direction295.

288
289

The transport of goods was revolutionised
with the opening of the Staffordshire and
Worcestershire canal in 1772. The lord of the
manor, Sir Edward Littleton, recognised the
importance of this new mode of transport and
encouraged its construction through his
estates and used it to transport goods such as
wheat287. Three bridges, including an
accommodation bridge, survive within the
EUS project area as do two locks. At Penkridge
Bridge and lock, the lock keeper's cottage,
probably built in the late 18th century, also
survives standing on the Cannock Road288. The
canal lies to the east of the historic core; its
progress through Penkridge now flanked by
20th century suburban expansion. A canal
wharf, located to the south of Cannock Road
adjacent to Penkridge Bridge and lock, had
289
been constructed by 1831 . A workshop and
warehouse, probably dated circa 1830,
survived in the 1960s, but have since been redeveloped, however, the Wharfingers house
survives290. In 1834 it was recorded that boats
called at the canal wharf several times a day to
291
take goods all across the country .
Several other buildings associated with the
canal survive within the EUS project area
including two canal side inns; the Cross Keys a
probable 18th century inn with moorings and
a stable to the rear of Filance Lane and The
Boat Inn, a Grade II Listed inn lying adjacent to
292
Penkridge Bridge . There are also three
probable early 19th century cottages standing
adjacent to the canal, with no other access to
the north of Penkridge Bridge which were
presumably constructed for canal workers293.
2.6.5.3 Railways
The Grand Junction Railway, running parallel
to the main north-south road, was opened on
4 July 1837 with a passenger's station to the
rear of the church (HUCA 14)294. St Michael's
Road is likely to be associated with the

295

296

The route of the railway required the
construction of a viaduct over the Penk Valley
was designed by Thomas Brassey, the railway
engineer (plate 7)296.
By the late 19th century a goods shed, which
survives, had been constructed to the north of
the town (off Goods Station Road; HUCA 2)297.

2.7 20th and 21st century (1900 to
2009)
Lordship and townscape
The influence of the Littleton family waned
during early 20th century with the selling off
of the estate piecemeal during the period from
1919 to 1953298. Circa 1930 the family left
Teddesley Hall for Hatherton Hall to the north
east of Cannock. Teddesley Hall was
demolished in the early 1950s, although the
Grade II Listed former servants block and
299
stable block survive .
The first significant change to the townscape
during this period occurred between 1932
and 1934 when Clay Street/Stone Cross was
300
widened and straightened . It resulted in the
removal of the square known as 'Stone Cross'
as well as the demolition of many historic
buildings along sections of both sides of the
road including The George and Fox Inn (cf.
plate 9 and plate 10). Consequently there has
been significant mid 20th century
redevelopment along this road (cf. map 7),
although both the Grade II Listed Littleton
Arms (plate 6) and the White Hart survived. A
new Methodist Chapel was built at the corner
of New Road and the newly re-aligned Clay
Street in 1934301. Improvements were made to
Bull Bridge crossing the River Penk in the
1970s302.
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Map 9: Penkridge in the
early 21st century

Map 7 also reveals the main periods of suburban expansion during the 20th and early 21st
century. In the mid 20th century this concentrated to the north east on the area of The Marsh
which had been used by troops during the Second World War303. This area was subsequently
occupied by homeless families, in the former military huts, from 1948 until the housing estate,
which includes Kempson Road, (HUCA 8) was built, from 1952 onwards, to house them304.
Population growth during the 20th century led to a greater need for school places. The primary
school off Market Square was extended in 1910; a senior school was constructed in the mid 20th
century at Wolgarston (HUCA 11) and three schools for primary aged children opened in the late
20th century (cf. HUCA 7, HUCA 8 and HUCA 11). Two purpose built supermarkets opened in the
late 20th century; one to the rear of Market Street (HUCA 6) and the other to the south off the
Stafford Road (A449) (HUCA 12).
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Economy
One of the largest employers in the area
during the 20th century was arguably the
Littleton Colliery at Huntington, which was
305
opened in 1899 . At its peak it employed
2000 workers and finally closed on 9
December 1993306. A mineral line linking the
colliery to a coal wharf on the Staffordshire
and Worcestershire Canal at Otherton and
ultimately to the mainline railway to the south
of Penkridge opened in the early 20th century,
307
but is now (2012) disused .
In the mid 20th century Penkridge parish was
still largely agricultural and many local people
continued to be employed on farms,
particularly across the Teddesley estate308. The
quarries also probably employed local people,
but these had been abandoned by 1955309. It
has been suggested that during the early and
mid 20th century some local people would
probably have commuted by either rail or
310
bicycle to Stafford . The rise in private car use
during the mid 20th century enhanced
opportunities for commuting and this was
further improved by the construction of the
M6 motorway in the early 1960s (part of which
passes through the EUS project area to the
east of the historic core); junction 13 lies
approximately 4km to the north along the
A449.
The three nationally important fairs had
ceased by 1924; although the reasons for this
are not currently clear. However, the cattle
market continued to be held in 1940 and had
moved to its present location by 1963 (cf.
HUCA 3)311. By 1955 a general market was
being held, which has continued in popularity;
in 2012 markets are held twice a week on a
312
Wednesday and a Saturday .
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Part Two: Characterisation and Assessment
Section Summary
The legible historic character of the
planned medieval town survives within
HUCA 6 and comprises burgage plots, a
market place and the street pattern. HUCA
1 contains the Grade I Listed St Michael
and All Saints Church with its churchyard.
Three timber framed properties lie to the
north of the church, each of potential
medieval origin (including the Grade II*
The Deanery). Timber framing makes a
significant contribution to the built
character of both HUCAs. The highest
numbers of Listed buildings (including the
Grade I and Grade II* buildings already
mentioned) lie within these two HUCAs;
both lie within part of the Penkridge
Conservation Area.
Part of the area of the medieval town also
lies within HUCA 5 whose historic
character was significantly altered when
the A449 was upgraded in the 1930s. Early
buildings do survive within the HUCA
including the Grade II Listed 17th century
'Railway Inn'. The majority of the buildings,
however, post-date the road widening;
significant among these are the rebuilt
'George and Fox Inn' and the Methodist
Church which are probably contemporary
with the road building. HUCA 9 has also
been identified as potentially having
initially formed part of the medieval
planned town; although by the mid 18th
century many of the plots appear to have
been paddocks. This suggests that either
there was settlement shrinkage or possibly
that settlement was never established
upon these planned burgage plots.
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Evidence for potentially post medieval
settlement (including squatter settlement)
survives in HUCA 7. The built heritage of
the HUCA includes the Grade II Listed 'Mill
End' which may be associated with the
extant Town Mill lying in HUCA 3. A Grade
II Listed timber framed 17th century house
also survives, located away from the main
settlement core, in HUCA 10.
The Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal
(a Conservation Area) forms an important
part of the historic character of HUCA 9
where late 18th century structures (a lock
and bridge) as well as a lock keeper's
cottage and the Grade II Listed early 19th
century Boat Inn are prominent heritage
assets. These buildings are also associated
with early 19th century cottages and a
wharfinger's house; the latter had been
associated with a canal wharf, but this site
has since been redeveloped. The canal is
also a prominent feature of HUCA 8 and
HUCA 11; the 18th century 'Cross Keys Inn'
probably originated to serve the boating
community in the latter.
Gentlemen's houses were established on
the outskirts of the town in the 19th
century and include the Grade II Listed
Haling Grove in HUCA 9 and Grade II Listed
Rock House in HUCA 10. Other
gentlemen's residences were constructed
in HUCA 2 and HUCA 14. The latter
includes St Michael's Road which was
probably built to serve the railway station
(also located in the HUCA) in the mid 19th
century.
Modern development, of mid 20th, late
20th and early 21st century date,
dominates HUCA 2, HUCA 4, HUCA 8,
HUCA 10, HUCA 11 and HUCA 13. Mid
and late 20th century industrial and retail
development dominates the character of
HUCA 12. Earlier properties survive within
all of these areas.

The assessment has also identified a high
potential for below ground archaeological
remains to survive within HUCA 1, HUCA 3
and HUCA 6. Further archaeological
potential has been identified within HUCA
4, HUCA 5, HUCA 7, HUCA 8, HUCA 9, HUCA
10, HUCA 13 and HUCA 14. Other sites,
currently unknown, also have the potential
to survive within the EUS project area.
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3. Statement of Historic Urban Character
3.1 Definition of Historic Character
Types (HCTs)

3.2 Statement of Historic Urban
Character (HUC)

The HCTs used within the Extensive Urban
Survey have been chosen to reflect the
townscape character and consequently have
differed from those chosen for the broader
Historic Landscape Character (HLC). A list of
the HCTs used within the EUS forms Appendix
1.

The Historic Urban Character Areas have been
defined using the HCT's to identify areas of
similar origin, development and character.
Fourteen HUCAs have identified for Penkridge.

The HCTs were based upon the current
character and upon an understanding of the
development of the town as identified within
the background summarised in Part One.
The HCTs are dated by period of origin and the
over arching periods are broken down as
follows:

Each of the statements of HUC is not static and
may need to be enhanced or adapted as new
information which alters our understanding
and perception of each area becomes
available313.
This is followed by a table covering the
Heritage values (which will have been outlined
in the 'Statement of significance' paragraph')
and a series of recommendations specific to
each HUCA.
3.2.1 Heritage values

Early Medieval

410 AD to 1065 AD

Medieval

1066 to 1485

Post Medieval

1486 to 1799

Early 19th century

1800 to 1834

Mid 19th century

1835 to 1864

Late 19th century

1865 to 1899

Early 20th century

1900 to 1934

Mid 20th century

1935 to 1964

Late 20th century

1965 to 1999

Early 21st century

2000 to 2009

Table 1: Periods

These values are based upon the guidelines
produced by English Heritage in 'Conservation
Principles: policies and guidance for the
sustainable management of the historic
environment' (2008) and identifies four areas
for discussion. It should be noted that within
each HUCA it is specifically the historic
environment which is under consideration and
that this judgement is based upon an
interpretation of the available evidence. Other
individuals or organisations may choose to
ascribe alternate values to the historic
environment of an area; key to this process of
understanding is the degree of transparency
by which these judgements are reached. The
scope of this project precludes any analysis of
non-heritage values which are equally valid in
terms of valuing the character of historic
towns.

313
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In line with English Heritage 2008: paragraph 38

Evidential value*

The extent to which each HUCA can contribute to an
understanding of past activities and how that can contribute
to the town's wider history. This can be either legible or
intangible within the townscape and as such covers the
spectrum of heritage assets from historic buildings or
structures to the potential for below ground archaeological
deposits*. The extent to which the impacts of the removal or
replacement of the heritage assets within each character area
will be considered in terms of the effects on an ability for
future generations to understand and interpret the evidence.

Historical value

The extent to which the heritage assets are legible within the
townscape and how they interact – this can include
townscapes/street patterns and individual buildings. Historical
associations with events or persons can also add value to the
ability of the public and community to engage with the
heritage. The extent to which the legibility of the heritage
assets has been concealed or altered will also be considered.
The opportunities for the use and appropriate management of
the heritage assets and their contribution to heritage-led
regeneration will also be considered.

Aesthetic value

Addresses the ability to identify how a place has evolved
whether by design or the 'fortuitous outcome of evolution and
use'. It assesses the integrity and aesthetics of the place
through the historic components of the townscape and their
ability to enhance sensory stimulation. The aesthetic value
also addresses whether the character areas may be amenable
to restoration or enhancement to form part of a heritage-led
regeneration of the town.

Communal value

Communal values can be commemorative/symbolic, social or
spiritual. These values are not easily quantifiable within the
scope of this project being subjective to groups and
individuals. Consequently in the context of this project the
value merely seeks to address the potential for the heritage
assets to be used to engage the community/public with the
heritage, not only of each HUCA, but also of the wider area.
The potential for each zone to provide material for future
interpretation is also considered.

Table 2: Heritage values

49

314

Communities and Local Government 2010: Annex 2 terminology

3.2.2 Assessment of value
The aim of applying values of high, medium, low is to indicate the likely sensitivities of the
historic environment within each zone. The assigned values reflect the current character of the
areas and these will alter in response to change. This could include through the results of
research contributing to an enhanced understanding of the historic environment; the
conservation and enhancement of the environment through positive development and redevelopment as a result of heritage-led regeneration.
The definition of heritage assets incorporates buildings, monuments (above and below ground
314
archaeology), place, areas, landscapes and townscapes .

Evidential
value
(see * below
for regarding
archaeological
potential)
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High

There is a high potential for the heritage assets with the
HUCA to contribute to an understanding of the history of
the town. Archaeological sites are likely to survive (both
below ground and above ground fossilised within the
townscape) and for new research relating to the nature and
origins of the built heritage to enhance the understanding
of the development of the town. New insights into the
history of the town can contribute to an understanding of
the development of towns from the medieval period
onwards both within Staffordshire and more widely.

Medium

There is the potential for heritage assets to contribute to an
understanding of the history of the town, but there may be
fewer opportunities for new insights to be deduced due to
the nature of the heritage assets in question or subsequent
changes to the historic character of the HUCA. The
potential for archaeological deposits to contribute to an
understanding of the development of the town may
currently be unclear due to the current level of
understanding of the origins of the HUCA. The potential
may also be impacted by levels of development.

Low

There are no or very few known heritage assets. The
understanding for the potential for above and below
ground archaeological deposits to survive may be affected
by the current lack of research within the wider area.
Mitigation may still be required dependent upon an
assessment of both the nature of any prospective new
development and the potential of the individual sites being
developed.

Historical value

Aesthetic value

High

The legible heritage assets either dominate or significantly
contribute to the historic character of each HUCA. There
are strong associations between the heritage assets (both
tangible and intangible) within the HUCA that are
potentially demonstrable and/or the heritage assets make
an important contribution to the history of the wider area.
There are often designated sites within or lying adjacent to
the HUCA and in some cases these may comprise or
include portions of Conservation Areas. The high value is
not precluded by some degree of 20th/21st century
alterations to the historic character.

Medium

Legible heritage assets are present within the HUCA, but
are not necessarily predominant or they have undergone
some form of alteration. Their presence, however, may
contribute to an understanding of the development of the
character area and/or there are potential associations
between assets. Further research may clarify these
associations and elucidate the contribution of these assets
to the history of the wider area. Even in their present form
they do enable the public and community to visualise the
development of the area over time.

Low

There are no or very few known legible heritage assets;
where they exist their associations are not clearly
understood.

High

The completeness or integrity of the extant heritage
townscape and its contribution to the aesthetics of the zone
is significant. There are opportunities to enhance or restore
the historic fabric of the HUCA. The HUCAs will often form
part of or form the setting to Conservation Areas.

Medium

The components of the townscape are legible, but there
may have been considerable impact by 20th or 21st
century re-development of elements of the historic
character. It is not possible within this project to discuss
whether the modern alterations have positive, neutral or
negative impacts upon overall aesthetics.
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Communal
value

Low

The aesthetics of the historic character have been
significantly impacted by 20th or 21st century
development. It is not within the scope of this project to
discuss whether their contributions are positive, neutral or
negative within the wider townscape.

High

Contains numerous heritage assets which could be used to
engage the community through interpretation. The
heritage assets clearly form part of a wider history of an
area which can be drawn into a narrative. There may
already have been a degree of interpretation and/or the
community/public already has access to at least some of
the heritage assets within the zone.

Medium

Low

The ability for the heritage assets to contribute to the
history of the town may be limited by the current
understanding, their legibility within the townscape or
through limited access.
There are few known heritage assets which make it difficult
to elucidate their history or apply it to a wider
interpretation. There is no access or the legibility of the
heritage assets is negligible.

Table 2: Assessment of Heritage values

*The potential for below ground archaeological remains to survive will not be comprehensively
addressed within the EUS project. Due to the nature of the project and its time constraints it will
not be possible to model archaeological deposits based upon probability and impacts of current
development therefore this project must be seen as a guide to potential but that ultimately the
decision as to whether archaeological mitigation is an appropriate measure will be decided as
part of the planning process.
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4. Assessment of Historic Urban Character Areas (HUCA)

© Crown copyright and database rights
2012 Ordnance Survey 100019422

Map 10:
HUCAs and Designations
(excluding Listed Buildings)
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4.1 HUCA 1: St Michael's Church

© Crown copyright and
database rights 2012
Ordnance Survey 100019422

Map 11:
HCTs and heritage assets

4.1.1 Statement of heritage significance
The HUCA incorporates the Grade I Listed St Michael & All Angels Church and its churchyard
where there are 12 Grade II Listed burial monuments as well as a Grade II Listed war memorial
and stone cross (cf. map 11). The latter was removed to the churchyard from Stone Cross (HUCA
5) during road widening (possibly in the 1930s). To the south east of the church the HCT
'Cemetery' marked on map 11 had been created as an extension to the churchyard by the late
19th century. To the north of the church there are two timber-framed buildings whose form
suggests they may both have originated in the late medieval period.
According to Wyatt's map (1754) all of this area, south of Pinfold Street and north of the A449,
had formed part of the Deanery manor. The map also appears to identify a potentially fossilised
earlier boundary to the east of the church (cf. map 2) which could indicate the extent of the
collegiate complex during the medieval period if not the area occupied by an early medieval
minster (cf. 2.3.4 and 2.4.3). It has always been assumed that the main collegiate buildings
(particularly those housing the priests) lay to the north of the church in the area of (and
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315
316

S. Dean pers. comm..
R. Maddocks pers. comm..

potentially incorporating) the late medieval
buildings. It is currently unclear to what
purpose the area to the south may have been
used, although Wyatt's map indicates the site
of a tithe barn in this area (cf. HUCA 14).
The Grade II* Listed The Deanery, lying to the
north of Pinfold Lane appears to have stood
outside the bounds of Deanery Manor (in
Penkridge Manor) at least by the mid 18th
century (although we cannot be sure how
static the boundaries of the manor were over
time). The building itself has been dated to
just prior to the Dissolution of the collegiate
church in the mid 16th century and some
commentators have suggested (presumably
based upon its date) that it may have formed
part of the collegiate complex (cf. 2.5.1.3 and
2.5.4). However, externally the form of the
buildings suggests a farmhouse rather than a
former ecclesiastical building, although it has
not been the subject of a detailed historical
analysis315.
The origins of the development of the plots
lying between the church and the A449 (HCTs
'Other Non-Residential Development', 'Sports
Fields' and 'Town Redevelopment and/or Infill'
on map 11) is currently unclear. This area lying
within the Deanery Manor on Wyatt's map
(1754) was quite densely developed and the
plots depicted suggest they may have had
medieval origins (as burgage plots), although
this does not rule out the possibility that they
were established at a later date possibly in the
post-Dissolution period by the Littleton family
(cf. 2.5.1.3). The majority of the buildings on
Wyatt's map were demolished (particularly to
the north of what is now St Michael's Square)
when Sir Edward Littleton built a stable block
in the early 19th century; these were
demolished in 1844 and subsequently formed
the garden of the Littleton Arms standing
316
opposite . The bowling green was
established on the site of the gardens in the
early 20th century (HCT 'Sports Fields'). The
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Staffordshire HER: PRN 12609 and PRN 09142
Staffordshire HER: PRN 09141
Staffordshire HER: PRN 09155; Midgley and Greenslade 1959: 107

area depicted by HCT 'Town Redevelopment
or Infill' incorporates the Grade II Listed Ivy
House, dated to 1741, and the Grade II Listed
317
Littleton Arms (plate 6) . The latter has been
dated to the early 19th century and appears to
have replaced an earlier inn on the same site;
certainly a large building is indicated in this
position on Wyatt's map (1754). It is possible,
but not proven, that the buildings in this area
formed part of the collegiate buildings and
may even have been associated with guest
quarters for those pilgrims travelling the
north-south route; the provision of
accommodation on the site of the Littleton
Arms therefore has the potential to have a very
long history.
4.1.2 Built character
The surviving historic buildings of the HUCA
are all impressive, high status, structures and
this is reflected in their designations as Listed
buildings: this includes the Grade I Listed St
Michael's Church and the Grade II* Listed The
Deanery. The church is the most visible
building within the HUCA; and provides key
views from various points across the town
(being visible from as far away as the junction
of Cannock Road with Wolgarston Way 1km to
the east). It is a sandstone structure of 13th
and 14th century date; being restored in the
late 19th century by the architect J. A. Chatwin
318
(cf. 2.4.3.1 and 2.6.4.1) . The only other stone
built structure in the HUCA is the main block
of the Grade II* Listed The Deanery which has
been dated to the 16th century; it is flanked by
later, possibly 17th century wings319. The north
eastern wing has visible timber framing;
affirming its 17th century date, but that to the
south west has been rendered.
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Staffordshire HER: PRN 12577
Staffordshire HER: PRN 12604
Cruck: A pair of timbers, or blades, usually curved, rising from a place at or near ground
level to a point at or near the apex of a roof, forming an approximately triangular frame
on which the subsidiary structure rests. (Scope note reproduced from the Thesaurus of
Monument Types by kind permission of English Heritage. © 2012 English Heritage).
323
Staffordshire HER: PRN 12609
324
Staffordshire HER: PRN 12609
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Plate 6: The Littleton Arms

Further timber framing can be seen in the Grade II Listed Church Cottages, standing immediately
320
to the north of the church, this framing has been infilled with brick . Part of the building has
been covered with roughcast and in other parts there has been rebuilding of the structure in
brick. The earliest parts are believed to date to the 15th or 16th century. Smoke-blackened
timbers in the roof suggest it had originated as an open hall house. Believed to be of equally
early date is Church Farm which stands to the west of Church Cottages321. The building has been
the subject of rebuilding and extensions in red brick during the early 18th century which
removed all traces of the external timber framing. However, the south west bay of the central
range is enclosed by two timber cruck trusses, whilst the north east bay retains a 16th century
322
sandstone fireplace .
The Grade II Listed 'Littleton Arms' is a visually prominent three-storied building lying on the
western side of the A449 (plate 6)323. The property is stuccoed with brick chimney stacks. Singlestorey painted brick outbuildings, possibly including former stables, survive to the rear. Tucked
away on Station Road, lying between the church yard and the 'Littleton Arms' is the Grade II
324
Listed red brick Ivy House . The property is dated to 1741 and has more recently been subdivided to form two houses.
Few other buildings are present within the HUCA with the exception of three large detached
houses built in the late 20th century on land to the rear of Church Farm (HCT 'Suburban
Redevelopment or Infill' on map 11) and a community hall built in the mid 20th century on the
south side of Pinfold Lane (HCT 'Other Non-Residential Development').
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Department for Communities and Local Government 2012. Web:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/2115939.pdf
South Staffordshire Council viewed 16/10/2012 web:
http://www.penkridge.org.uk/pdfdocs/Penkridge%20CAM%20(Revised).pdf
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Department for Communities and Local Government 2012.
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4.1.3 Heritage values:
Evidential value: There is the potential for below ground deposits to survive
associated with the development of the ecclesiastical site from the early
medieval period onwards. The historic buildings also have the potential to make
a vital contribution to our understanding of the development of the HUCA
particularly if their origins and earliest functions can be determined through
detailed analysis.

High

Historical value: The HUCA is comprised of nationally important historic
buildings whose presence makes an important contribution to an understanding
of Penkridge's social, economic and spiritual history.

High

Aesthetic value: The historic buildings all make a significant contribution to
Penkridge's local character and this is acknowledged by the fact that they are all
Listed Buildings (includes the Grade I Listed St Michael's Church and the Grade II*
Listed 'The Deanery') and the areas incorporation into the Penkridge
Conservation Area. The church in particular contributes to the aesthetic
character of the town by its dominance within the townscape. The Grade II
Listed 'Littleton Arms' is also an important prominent building lying at the heart
of main route through the town (the A449).

High

Communal value: The church and the 'Littleton Arms' are, in different ways,
community buildings. Their accessibility is an opportunity for both visitors and
the community to engage with the built heritage and the wider history of the
town.

High

4.1.4 Recommendations
The heritage significance and values have recognised the importance of this HUCA's contribution
to an understanding of Penkridge's history and also to the sense of place for the community and
visitors.
A statement of significance will be required to assess the impact of any proposed
development upon the historic environment as part of any planning application to be made
325
within this HUCA (cf. para. 128 of NPPF) .
There are numerous designated heritage assets within the HUCA. Where alterations or
changes are proposed to historic buildings, whether Listed or not, within the Conservation
Area the applicant should consult the Penkridge Conservation Area Appraisal and the South
Staffordshire Conservation Team in the first instance326. All of the designated heritage assets
327
and their settings are covered under para. 132 of NPPF .
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328 Ibid.; South Staffordshire Council & Taylor Young 2009
http://www.sstaffs.gov.uk/your_services/development_management/
conservation/village_design_guide.aspx
329 Ibid.
330 English Heritage HELM web: http://www.helm.org.uk/server/show/nav.19643
Staffordshire County Council. 2011. Web:
http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/environment/eLand/HistoricEnvironment/
BuiltEnvironment/ConservationintheHighwayGuidanceDocument2011.pdf

The sympathetic restoration or enhancement of the historic buildings, would strengthen the
historic character and the quality of the wider townscape and the Conservation Area for the
benefit of this and future generations (Bullet Point 10 of para 17 (Core planning principles) of
328
NPPF . The heritage assets also make a positive contribution to the tourist economy of the
town.
There is a high potential for below ground archaeological deposits to survive across the entire
HUCA. There is also a particularly high potential for historic buildings to retain earlier
architectural elements which could inform their origins, development and function as has
been shown by previous building recording. Where development may result in the loss of
these heritage assets (whether wholly or in part) archaeological evaluation and/or mitigation
may be required to record and advance the understanding of their significance; this is
329
supported in paras. 128 and 141 of NPPF .
Change within the HUCA should be sympathetic to its historic character whether addressing
infill development or the restoration of the historic buildings. In particular the promotion of
the re-use of historic buildings to contribute to sustainable development is recommended
(paras. 126 and 131 of NPFF). High quality design which is sympathetic to the historic built
fabric is the key to retaining the local character of the area as identified in Bullet Point 4 of
para. 17 (Core planning principles) and Bullet Point 4 of para. 58 in NPPF.
Any appropriate development within this HUCA should look to improve the historic character
and sense of place within the nearby public realm. Where this concerns work within a
Conservation Area this may be achieved through consultation with the South Staffordshire
Conservation Officer. Outside of designated Conservation Areas the SCC Historic
Environment Team should be consulted. Reference should also be made to the joint English
Heritage and Department of Transport volume entitled 'Streets for All: West Midlands' and
where appropriate to the SCC 'Conservation in the Highways' document330. This approach is
supported in PPS 5 policy HE 3.4 and policy HE 7.5.
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English Heritage HELM web: http://www.helm.org.uk/server/show/nav.19643
Staffordshire County Council. 2011. Web: http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk

4.2 HUCA 2: Stafford Road and Goods Station Lane
© Crown copyright and
database rights 2012
Ordnance Survey 100019422

Map 12:
HCTs and heritage assets

4.2.1 Statement of heritage significance and built character
The HUCA is dominated by suburban expansion (cf. map 12). The majority of this expansion
dates to the 20th century (cf. map 7); the earliest phase of which is represented by those
properties constructed as ribbon development along either side of the Stafford Road in the mid
20th century. These houses are predominantly detached properties of good proportions with
large gardens to the rear. Service roads on both sides of the Stafford Road provide access to
these properties. The largest-scale expansion within the HUCA occurred during the late 20th
century and is typified by being constructed away from the main road on purpose-built estates
comprising detached houses along cul-de-sacs. The properties have similar proportions to the
mid 20th century houses, but due to the pressure to intensify development in the later decades
of the century the building plots are much smaller.
The earliest phase of suburban expansion, however, occurred in the late 19th century when three
large properties (one detached and a pair of semi-detached houses) were constructed on the
north side of Levedale Road (plate 7). These red brick houses were clearly constructed as
gentlemen's residences located at a convenient distance from the town. Their principal views
look over the meadows lining the River Penk and towards the church (the cattle market was not
located on its present site until the mid 20th century (cf. HUCA 3)).
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Staffordshire HER: PRN 07876
Staffordshire HER: PRN 07894
Wilkinson 1998: 2
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Anon. circa 19th century (WSL)
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Wilkinson 1998: 7
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Ibid: 2
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Plate 7: Railway viaduct over River Penk and late 19th century villas

There is evidence for earlier settlement within the HUCA, particularly along Stafford Road and
Goods Station Lane (cf. HCT 'Irregular Historic Plots' on map 12). The three properties located on
Goods Station Road are probably associated with the location of the goods station and are likely
to be contemporary with it. The station itself, of which a goods shed survives, was probably
established not long after the opening of the railway on 4 July 1837. The earliest settlement,
however, is probably that which is located on Stafford Road. A small red brick cottage known as
Foxholes survives here and may be the property marked on Wyatt's map (1754).
Prior to development this landscape had formed part of the agricultural economy of the town. In
the medieval period these fields formed part of an open field system which would have been
farmed communally by the inhabitants of the town (cf. 2.4.2.1 and map 4). The field system, from
the morphology shown on historic maps, was probably enclosed in the post medieval period as
'Piecemeal Enclosure' (cf. 2.5.3.1 and map 5).

60

332

Department for Communities and Local Government 2012. Web:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/2115939.pdf;
South Staffordshire & Taylor Young 2009 http://www.sstaffs.gov.uk/your_services/development
management/conservation/village_design_guide.aspx
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Ibid.

4.2.2 Heritage values:
Evidential value: The HUCA formed part of the agricultural economy from at
least the medieval period. The property known as Foxholes may have earlier
origins and below ground archaeological remains could survive which could
illuminate its origins and function.

Low

Historical value: The HUCA is dominated by mid and late 20th century houses.
However, a number of earlier buildings survive which contribute to an
understanding of Penkridge's development.

Medium

Aesthetic value: The HUCA incorporates four historic properties which
contribute to the local character of the townscape. In particular the three
gentleman's residences on Levedale Road contribute to the aesthetics of the
townscape providing a backdrop to the meadows lining the River Penk.

Medium

Communal value: All of the properties form private dwellings and from a
heritage perspective the communal value is low.

Low

4.2.3 Recommendations
The heritage significance and values have identified that this area comprises one of Penkridge's
areas of suburban growth. The earliest phase dates to the late 19th century and these properties
in particular contribute to the townscape character.
The sympathetic restoration or enhancement of the historic buildings, would strengthen the
historic character and the quality of the wider townscape for the benefit of this and future
332
generations (Bullet Point 10 of para 17 (Core planning principles) of NPPF . The heritage
assets also make a positive contribution to the tourist economy of the town.
The heritage assets make a positive contribution to economic regeneration of the town. In
particular the promotion of the re-use of historic buildings could contribute to sustainable
development is recommended (paras. 126 and 131 of NPFF). High quality design which is
sympathetic to the historic built fabric is the key to retaining the local character of the area as
identified in Bullet Point 4 of para. 17 (Core planning principles) and Bullet Point 4 of para. 58
in NPPF.
Overall there is a low potential for below ground archaeological deposits to survive within the
HUCA. However, further research may alter our understanding of this potential and where
development may be deemed to result in the loss of heritage assets (whether wholly or in
part) archaeological evaluation and/or mitigation may be required to record and advance the
333
understanding of their significance. This is supported in para. 141 of NPPF .
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4.3 HUCA 3: Penk Valley
© Crown copyright and
database rights 2012
Ordnance Survey 100019422

Map 13:
HCTs and heritage assets

4.3.1 Statement of heritage significance and built character
The HUCA comprises fields which lie within the valley of the River Penk and is likely to have been
the location for much of the manor's hay meadows during the medieval period and later
(meadows are marked within the HUCA on Wyatt's map (1754).
There are few buildings within the HUCA due to the topography. The exceptions are the
converted and extended Penkridge Town Mill which is the most prominent feature of the valley
bottom (cf. map 13 and plate 8). The mills origins are unclear, but it may represent the site of the
manorial mill recorded in Domesday Book (1086) (cf. 2.3.3). The extant building has been
described as possibly being of late 17th or early 18th century and is recorded as being a corn mill
334
in the later 19th century . There is some suggestion that it may have been used for iron working
in the post medieval period, but to date there is no corroborative evidence. However, it was
worked as a rolling between 1827 and 1832 (cf. 2.6.3.5). It had a large mill pond, which is shown
335
on historic mapping, but this was drained in the late 1960s as part of flood alleviation works .
Possibly associated with the operation of the water mill are the three small cottages lying on the
northern side of Teddesley Road336. These Grade II Listed red brick cottages date to the 18th
century with early 19th century and later alterations.
The extant market (HCT 'Market Place' on HUCA 3 map) was established within the river valley
during the mid 20th century.
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Plate 8: Penkridge town mill and the River Penk in flood
(revealing area of former mill pond/mill leat below the mill)

There is some potential for the presence of later prehistoric activity within the valley of the River
Penk (cf. 2.1) and particularly at its point of confluence with the Otherton Brook. No
archaeological remains have been recovered from the Penk valley, however archaeological work
carried out within other river valley locations within Staffordshire has revealed a rich record of
prehistoric activity from the Neolithic period onwards sealed beneath the alluvium.
Consequently there is the potential for unknown archaeological sites to survive within this HUCA.
This evidence may also include paleoenvironmental remains preserved in waterlogged deposits
such as silts and peats.
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4.3.2 Heritage values
Evidential value: There is the potential for below ground archaeological remains
to survive within the HUCA.

Medium

Historical value: The legible heritage assets comprise the historic buildings; the
mill building and the Grade II listed cottages.

Medium

Aesthetic value: The survival of this area as an open landscape is important to
Penkridge's local character. The aesthetics of the HUCA are enhanced by the
views of the Town Mill from Bull Bridge.

High

Communal value: The HUCA has the potential to provide an important historic
public open space.

Medium

4.3.3 Recommendations
The heritage significance and values have highlighted the importance of the open landscape and
the views of the Town Mill and the wider contribution of this building, and the Grade II cottages
to the character of the wider townscape.
The Grade II listed buildings and their setting is covered under para. 132 of NPPF337.
High quality design which is sympathetic to the historic built fabric is the key to retaining the
local character of the area (cf. Bullet Point 4 of para. 17 (Core planning principles) and Bullet
Point 4 of para. 58 in NPPF). The survival of the historic buildings strengthens the historic
character and quality of the wider townscape for the benefit of this and future generations
(Bullet Point 10 of para 17 (Core planning principles) of NPPF338.
There is the potential for below ground archaeological deposits to survive across the entire
HUCA. Where development may result in the loss of these heritage assets (whether wholly or
in part) archaeological evaluation and/or mitigation may be required to record and advance
339
the understanding of their significance; this is supported in paras. 128 and 141 of NPPF .
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4.4 HUCA 4: Mill Street and Stanford Close
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Map 14:
HCTs and Heritage assets

4.4.1 Statement of heritage significance and built character
This small HUCA is dominated by late 20th century buildings standing along Stanford Close.
These are mostly small private residential properties, but also include a large sheltered
accommodation complex, Riverside House. On map 14 the HCT 'Suburb' represents that part of
the estate which was constructed upon the site of fields, whilst HCT 'Suburban Redevelopment
or Infill' identifies those properties which were constructed upon the site of earlier settlement.
The morphology of the plots depicted on historic maps suggests that this earlier settlement may
have formed part of the medieval planned town; the area having been identified as HCT 'Burgage
Plots' on map 3. Earlier photographic evidence of the former buildings fronting onto Mill Street
suggests that they had been rebuilt or significantly altered in the 18th or 19th centuries (cf.
2.6.1.3).
Earlier houses, dating to at least the late 19th century survive fronting onto Stone Cross. These
properties also appear to have been built upon fields.
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4.4.2 Heritage values:
Evidential value: There is the potential for below ground archaeological
deposits to survive associated with burgage plots fronting onto Mill Street.
However, late 20th century re-development is likely to have had an impact upon
their survival.

Medium

Historical value: A number of 19th century houses survive along Stone Cross
and represent the only legible heritage assets within the HUCA.

Medium

Aesthetic value: The properties in Stone Cross contribute to the local character
of the wider townscape (particularly that of HUCA 6 lying adjacent).

Medium

Communal value: The properties are private residences and consequently, from
a heritage perspective, the communal value is low.

Low

4.4.3 Recommendations
The heritage significance and values have identified the contribution of the 19th century
properties on Stone Cross to the local character of the wider Stone Cross area. The remainder of
the HUCA is dominated by late 20th century housing development.
High quality design which is sympathetic to the historic built fabric is the key to retaining the
local character of the Stone Cross area (cf. Bullet Point 4 of para. 17 (Core planning principles)
and Bullet Point 4 of para. 58 in NPPF)340. The survival of the historic buildings strengthens the
historic character and quality of the wider townscape for the benefit of this and future
generations (Bullet Point 10 of para 17 (Core planning principles) of NPPF341.
There is the potential for below ground archaeological deposits to survive across the entire
HUCA. Where development may result in the loss of these heritage assets (whether wholly or
in part) archaeological evaluation and/or mitigation may be required to record and advance
the understanding of their significance; this is supported in paras. 128 and 141 of NPPF342.
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4.4 HUCA 4: South east of Stone
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Map 15:
HCTs and heritage assets

4.5.1 Statement of heritage significance and built character
The HUCA lies along the main north-south route through Penkridge, which links Wolverhampton
and Stafford (now the A449). In the early 19th century this represented one of two principal
streets within the town; this route being considered to be the 'better' of the two (cf. 2.6.1.3). It
had formed part of the medieval planned town and burgage plots were laid out along it which
were still visible in the townscape until the mid 20th century (cf. map 3). The eastern portion of
the HUCA relates to the rear of burgage plots which fronted onto Market Street. The Otherton
Brook flows northwards through the HUCA (its confluence with the River Penk lies in HUCA 3)
although its course was straightened in the mid/late 20th century. The brook formed a boundary
between the burgage plots on the south western side of Market Street and those lying on Clay
Street (now the A449). Water was an important component in several industries including
tanning; there is the potential for archaeological deposits to survive in this area which may
indicate the presence of such occupations dating from the medieval period onwards.
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Plate 9: Second Edition 25” OS map

See legend under map 15 above for
period of origin of the two buildings.

The earliest surviving building in the HUCA is the Grade II Listed 'Railway Inn' which dates to the
343
17th century . The property is now mostly rendered, but timber framing survives in one gable
end. By the mid 18th century the property represented the southern-most point of the town and
the site may represent the town limits from the medieval period. Other undesignated historic
buildings also survive on the eastern side of the road including Cuttlestone House and former
outbuildings associated with a property standing opposite Crown Bridge344. The survival of these
buildings along the A449 complements the historic buildings which are present in the adjacent
HUCAs (HUCA 1 and HUCA 6). An early property also survives on New Road (HCT 'Irregular
Historic Plots on HUCA map 5) which may date to the early 19th century; the period at which the
road was constructed (cf. 2.6.1.3). The northern and western portion of the HUCA lies within the
Penkridge Conservation Area (cf. map 9).
The present character of this part of the A449 has been impacted by road improvements made
between 1932 and 1934346. At this period the main road was widened and straightened to
facilitate traffic flow; this had been particularly difficult in the area known as 'Stone Cross' which
was very narrow (cf. plates 9 and 10). This change to the road layout occurred at a time when the
availability of motor cars was becoming accessible to all strata of society. The changes to the
townscape at this date are also emphasised by the surviving mid 20th century buildings which
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Currently used as a supermarket as at June 2013

were built to replace earlier structures. The most prominent of these buildings are the former
George and Fox Inn lying on the eastern side of Stone Cross and the Methodist Church (plate
10)346.
The area to the rear of Market Street represents the redevelopment of burgage plots with several
large apartment blocks in the early 21st century (HCT 'Suburban Redevelopment or Infill' on map
15; cf. map 7).

© Crown copyright and
database rights 2012
Ordnance Survey 100019422

Plate 10: Modern map of Stone Cross
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4.5.2 Heritage values
Evidential value: There is the potential for below ground archaeological
deposits to survive within the HUCA associated with the medieval planned town
and with industry along the Otherton Brook. The subsequent re-alignment of
the road and rebuilding of properties to the east of Clay Street is likely to have
had an impact on some of these deposits.

High

Historical value: The legible heritage assets comprise the historic buildings
including the Grade II listed 'Railway Inn', which may mark the limit of the town
from the medieval period onwards. Other 19th century (or potentially earlier)
properties survive on Stone Cross and New Road. The extant George and Fox Inn
and the Methodist Chapel are closely associated with the alteration to
Penkridge's main street in the 1930s; which in turn reflects the increasing
availability in motor cars in the history of road transport.

Medium

Aesthetic value: The historic character of the HUCA is associated with the replanning of the main road in the 1930s and several prominent buildings,
including the George & Fox Inn and the Methodist Chapel are associated with
this period of the town's history and make a positive contribution to the local
sense of place. The other early historic buildings also make important
contributions to the local character of Penkridge and are enhanced by the
survival of other important historic buildings along the north-south route in
HUCA 1 and HUCA 6. The importance of the townscape has been acknowledged
in its inclusion in the Penkridge Conservation Area.

High

Communal value: The HUCA comprises part of the historic core of the town
where there are retail opportunities; as well as the presence of the Methodist
Church. Consequently there is a degree of accessibility to the heritage assets of
the HUCA.

Medium

4.5.3 Recommendations
The HUCA forms part of the historic core, although the historic character has been largely altered
during the 1930s when road-widening and rebuilding occurred. Two prominent buildings relate
to this period of planning; the George and Fox Inn and the Methodist Church. Other earlier
buildings, including the Grade II listed Railway Inn survive and make important contributions to
Penkridge's local character.
Where alterations or changes are proposed to historic buildings, whether listed or not, within
the Conservation Area the applicant should consult the Penkridge Conservation Area
347
Appraisal and the South Staffordshire Conservation Team in the first instance . All of the
348
designated heritage assets and their settings are covered under para. 132 of NPPF .
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The heritage assets make a positive contribution to economic regeneration of the town. In
particular the promotion of the re-use of historic buildings could contribute to sustainable
development is recommended (paras. 126 and 131 of NPFF). High quality design which is
sympathetic to the historic built fabric is the key to retaining the local character of the area as
identified in Bullet Point 4 of para. 17 (Core planning principles) and Bullet Point 4 of para. 58
349
in NPPF .
There is the potential for below ground archaeological deposits to survive across the entire
HUCA. Where development may result in the loss of these heritage assets (whether wholly or
in part) archaeological evaluation and/or mitigation may be required to record and advance
the understanding of their significance; this is supported in paras. 128 and 141 of NPPF350.
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Staffordshire HER: PRN 12996; Open Hall House: A house consisting of a single storey hall
with two storey domestic ranges attached to either one or both ends. (Scope note
reproduced from the Thesaurus of Monument Types by kind permission of English
Heritage. © 2012 English Heritage).

4.6 HUCA 6: Market Place and Market Street

© Crown copyright and
database rights 2012
Ordnance Survey 100019422

Map 16: HCTs

4.6.1 Statement of heritage significance
The HUCA forms part of the historic core of Penkridge along with HUCA 5, but being located
away from the main road its historic character has survived to a greater degree.
The key components of what comprised a medieval town are still reflected within the modern
townscape in the HUCA. The legibility of the burgage plots survives for the most part along both
sides of Market Street, around the Market Place as well as along the short section of the east side
of Stone Cross (HCT 'Burgage Plots' on map 16; cf. 2.4.1.3). This is despite some truncation of the
length of the burgage plots on the south western side of Market Street (cf. HUCA 5 and map 3).
Further burgage plots have been identified in the map analysis along Cannock Road and within
the HUCA early buildings (dated at present to the post medieval period) are associated with them
(cf. map 16; 2.4.1.3 and HUCA 9).
Market Street is a narrow street which opens out into the Market Place. The market place itself
formed an important component in the understanding of the planned medieval town and was
crucial in determining the economic wellbeing of the town from the medieval period onwards,
despite its rather checkered history (cf. 2.4.2.3, 2.5.3.3 and 2.6.3.4). It is possible that the market
place may originally have been larger than its present area reflects, potentially having once
extended eastwards. The buildings in this area, including 'The Star Inn' date to at least the post
351
medieval period, although the 'Old Cottage' dates to the 15th century (cf. map 16) . The infilling
of the market place may have originated where market stalls were developed into buildings over
a period of time or it could have occurred during a period when the market was in abeyance.
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Staffordshire HER: PRN 09150

Plate 11: Market Street (facing away from Market Place)

Other aspects of the town plan which may survive from the medieval period include the course
of Bellbrook, which could have originated as a back lane to the burgage plots fronting onto the
north eastern side of Market Street. A short row of early 19th century terraced houses stand on
Bellbrook, which were probably built to the rear of the burgage plots.
Part of the medieval settlement pattern of burgage plots has been interrupted on the northern
side of Market Street where a supermarket was constructed in the late 20th century (HCT 'LargeScale Commercial or Industrial Sites' on map 16). St Michael's First School covers a large portion
of the HUCA and has developed incrementally over the years (HCT 'Education Facility on map 16).
The earliest surviving building relating to the school within the HUCA is the Grade II Listed School
House which was built in 1818 by the Littleton family; this building was the teacher's house352.
The contemporary school lay to the north east of the 'teacher's house' on the corner of Market
Place; it appears to have been rebuilt and enlarged along with the extant school building in the
late 19th century (cf. 2.6.2.2). An extension to the school, in the form of a separate building
(standing on Bellbrook), was completed in the mid 20th century. The final phase was the
establishment of a playing field to the west along Bellbrook in the late 20th century.
4.6.2 Built character
There are 16 Grade II Listed buildings lying within the HUCA and the entire area is covered by the
Penkridge Conservation Area. Many other historic buildings, both locally listed and unlisted,
survive within the HUCA.
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Plate 12: Timber framing in the gable end of 'The Manor House' and the Grade II Listed 'Corner Cottage'.

Of the 20 historic buildings which have been recorded in the Historic Environment Record (HER)
(cf. map 17) 13 have been identified as having at least post medieval origins. The earliest
identified building is the 'Old Cottage' on Bellbrook which is of probable 15th century date and
353
has been identified as originating as an open hall house . It is a small timber framed property
now partly rebuilt in brick. A timber-framed Grade II Listed property on Market Street ('Two
Steps') has been identified as dating to the later 16th century (having previously been a public
house). However, there is evidence to suggest that it may have originated as a single-storey hall
house and therefore potentially has medieval origins354. The majority of the remaining properties
identified as being of post medieval date (16th and 17th century on map 17) were also originally
of timber frame construction and framing is visible externally in eight of them (six of which are
Grade II Listed)355. In the two which are locally listed ('The Star Inn' and 'The Manor House') the
timber framing is only visible in one gable end the remainder of both properties having been
356
rebuilt in brick (plate 12) . The most decorative of the timber framed buildings within Penkridge
is 'The White Hart Inn' which originated as a house and dates to the early 17th century (cf.
357
2.5.1.3) . Its prominent location on Stone Cross probably reflects the pre-eminence of the northsouth route through the town certainly by the post medieval period.
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Map 17:
Heritage assets

All of the timber-framed buildings have later phases in red brick and in all cases the timber
framing has been infilled with brick. It is possible that other brick built properties within the
HUCA retain earlier fabric within their structures which could further elucidate Penkridge's
architectural history. The late 17th century Wyre Hall is perhaps testimony to a change in
architectural fashions among the upper echelons of society (plate 3). It is constructed in red brick
rather than being timber framed and represents the earliest known use of this building material
358
in Penkridge . However, two re-used medieval roof trusses were found within an 18th century
extension which may relate to an earlier building on the site (cf. 2.4.1.3 and 2.5.1.3).
The buildings which line Market Street emphasise its narrowness (plate 11). The majority of
properties at Crown Bridge are also located on the roadside, although one or two, possibly later
buildings, have been set back. At the western end of Cannock Road the historic buildings (the
359
Grade II Listed timber-framed 17th century 'Mershac') also lie on the roadside . The largely
contemporary Grade II Listed Reynard House lying to the east is, however, set back off the
360
roadside .
A number of later buildings reflect the philanthropic role of the lord of the manor's family in
Penkridge. Three buildings in particular are associated with the Littleton family: the former
almshouses on New Road which were built by the Dowager Lady Hatherton in 1866 (plate 4); a
reading room on Market Street built by the Revd. Littleton in 1885 and the School House on
361
Market Street built in 1818 (cf. 2.6.2.1 and 2.6.2.2) . Other purpose- built buildings were
constructed in the 19th century within this historic core. Two were associated with law and
order: the Grade II Listed lock up built in the early 19th century and the Grade II Listed mid 19th
century former police station (currently the library; plate 5)362.
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4.6.3 Heritage values
Evidential value: There is a high potential for below ground archaeological
remains to survive within the HUCA relating to its development from the
medieval period onwards. Such information would greatly enhance our
understanding of the history of Penkridge. There is also a high potential for the
historic buildings within the HUCA to retain architectural details which would
further our understanding of the earliest character of the town as well as
enhancing the wider social and economic history.

High

Historical value: The HUCA is dominated by the legible heritage assets
particularly in the number of surviving historic buildings, both listed, locally
listed and unlisted. The medieval street pattern, including the market place is
also well preserved as are the burgage plots which are legible along the majority
of the streets within the HUCA.

High

Aesthetic value: The integrity of the historic character of the planned medieval
town is particularly well preserved within the HUCA. The integral components of
the historic character are the historic buildings, burgage plots, market place and
the street pattern. The historic environment contributes strongly to the
aesthetics of the HUCA and this is complemented by several designations
including the Penkridge Conservation Area and the 16 nationally listed buildings
and structures. Change within the HUCA should therefore seek to contribute to
sustainable regeneration whilst respecting its historic character.

High

Communal value: The HUCA forms part of the commercial heart of the modern
town and as such enables the community to directly engage with the heritage
assets which are highly visible within the character area. The experience and
understanding of Penkridge's heritage could be promoted to the community
and visitors' through interpretation and encourage heritage-led sustainable
tourism.

High

4.6.4 Recommendations
The heritage significance and values elements have recognised the importance of this HUCA to
not only in its contribution to an understanding of Penkridge's history, but also to the sense of
place for the community and visitors.
A statement of significance will be required to assess the impact of any proposed
development upon the historic environment as part of any planning application to be made
363
within this HUCA (cf. para. 128 of NPPF) .
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The sympathetic restoration or enhancement of the historic buildings, both Listed and
unlisted, would strengthen the historic character and the quality of the wider townscape and
the Conservation Area for the benefit of this and future generations (Bullet Point 10 of para 17
364
(Core planning principles) of NPPF . The heritage assets also make a positive contribution to
the tourist economy of the town. Locally important buildings should be considered for local
listing in line with the recent English Heritage guidance document entitled 'Good Practice for
365
local heritage listing' (2012) .
There are numerous designated heritage assets within the HUCA. Where alterations or
changes are proposed to historic buildings, whether listed or not, within the Conservation
Area the applicant should consult the Penkridge Conservation Area Appraisal and the South
366
Staffordshire Conservation Team in the first instance . All of the designated heritage assets
367
and their settings are covered under para. 132 of NPPF .
There is a high potential for below ground archaeological deposits to survive across the entire
HUCA. There is also a particularly high potential for historic buildings to retain earlier
architectural elements which could inform their origins, development and function as has
been shown by previous building recording. Where development may result in the loss of
these heritage assets (whether wholly or in part) archaeological evaluation and/or mitigation
may be required to record and advance the understanding of their significance; this is
supported in paras. 128 and 141 of NPPF368.
Change within the HUCA should be sympathetic to its historic character whether addressing
infill development or the restoration of the historic buildings. In particular the promotion of
the re-use of historic buildings to contribute to sustainable development is recommended
(paras. 126 and 131 of NPFF). High quality design which is sympathetic to the historic built
fabric is the key to retaining the local character of the area as identified in Bullet Point 4 of
para. 17 (Core planning principles) and Bullet Point 4 of para. 58 in NPPF.
Any appropriate development within this HUCA should look to improve the historic character
and sense of place within the nearby public realm. Where this concerns work within a
Conservation Area this may be achieved through consultation with the South Staffordshire
Conservation Officer. Outside of designated Conservation Areas the SCC Historic
Environment Team should be consulted. Reference should also be made to the joint English
Heritage and Department of Transport volume entitled 'Streets for All: West Midlands' and
where appropriate to the SCC 'Conservation in the Highways' document369.
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4.7 HUCA 7: Horsefair and Mill Street
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Map 18:
HCTs and heritage assets

4.7.1 Statement of heritage significance and built character
The character of this HUCA is rather eclectic, comprising earlier houses along both Mill Street and
Bellbrook as well as late 20th century infill and open areas of land which include a large area of
school playing fields (cf. map 18).
The earliest of the houses within the HUCA is the Grade II Listed Mill End on Mill Street; principally
a 17th century timber framed cottage with some later rebuilding work carried out in brick370. The
property forms part of an area identified as HCT 'Irregular Historic Plots' and probably relates to
post medieval development beyond the area of the town possibly associated with the 'Town Mill'
(cf. HUCA 3 and plate 8). Further earlier settlement has been identified along the northern side of
Bellbrook (cf. HCTs 'Irregular Historic Plots' and 'Squatter Enclosure' on map 18). These properties
have not been closely dated, but their origins are also likely to date to the post medieval period;
the area identified as 'Squatter Enclosure' in particular may relate to settlement, which existed by
the 17th century, on the edge of an area of common land known as 'The Marsh' (cf. 2.5.1.2 and
map 5). Late 20th century detached houses have been built as infill to the rear of the earlier
properties on Mill Street and Bellbrook (cf. HCT 'Suburban Redevelopment or Infill' on map 18).
Marshbrook First School and its playing field (HCT 'Education Facility' on map 18) were built to
serve the expanding population of the settlement in the late 20th century. The school playing
field in particular contributes to an area of green space which is enhanced by two further playing
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areas lying both to the north and south west (HCT 'Other Parkland' on map 18). The area lying to
the south east is known as 'Horse Fair' and this almost triangular area is depicted as such on late
19th century mapping. It is likely that this area hosted the horse fair by the 19th century,
however, Wyatt's map (1754) suggests that the main location of the fair lay to the north east of
here (perhaps incorporating part of the school playing field and extending into HUCA 8) where
two fields are named 'Big Horse Fair' and 'Little Horse Fair' (cf. 2.5.3.3 and 2.6.3.4).
4.7.2 Heritage values
Evidential value: There is the potential for below ground archaeological
deposits to survive associated with the areas identified as early settlement. There
is also the potential for architectural fabric within the historic buildings to
incorporate details which could elucidate their origins and function within
Penkridge's wider social and economic history.

Medium

Historical value: The legible heritage assets dominate the HUCA and comprise
the historic buildings which survive on both Mill Street and Bellbrook; some of
the latter relating to squatter settlement on the edges of a former area of
heathland. The form of the area known as 'Horse Fair' is unchanged from at least
the late 19th century and may be associated with the horse fairs which were still
being held at that date.

High

Aesthetic value: The historic character of the HUCA is dominated by historic
buildings and plots which probably originated in the post medieval period. The
green space within the HUCA is enhanced by the survival of the area known as
'Horse Fair'.

High

Communal value: The historic buildings, whilst making an important
contribution to Penkridge's social and economic history, are in private
ownership. 'Horse Fair' survives as an important public open space within the
townscape.

Medium
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4.7.3 Recommendations
The HUCA is dominated by historic buildings which were constructed beyond the medieval core
probably within the post medieval period. They consequently make an important contribution
to the understanding of Penkridge's social and economic history at that date.
The heritage assets make a positive contribution to economic regeneration of the town. In
particular the promotion of the re-use of historic buildings could contribute to sustainable
development is recommended (paras. 126 and 131 of NPFF). High quality design which is
sympathetic to the historic built fabric is the key to retaining the local character of the area as
identified in Bullet Point 4 of para. 17 (Core planning principles) and Bullet Point 4 of para. 58
in NPPF371.
There is the potential for below ground archaeological deposits to survive across the entire
HUCA. Where development may result in the loss of these heritage assets (whether wholly or
in part) archaeological evaluation and/or mitigation may be required to record and advance
the understanding of their significance; this is supported in paras. 128 and 141 of NPPF372.
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4.8 HUCA 8: Haling Road, Marsh Lane and Littleton Crescent
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Map 19:
HCTs and heritage assets

4.8.1 Statement of heritage significance and built character
The HUCA is dominated by suburban development dating to the mid and late 20th century. Map
7 shows that the western portion of the HUCA (north of Haling Road) was developed in the mid
20th century. Some of the houses had been built upon fields which had formed part of the
medieval open fields (cf. 2.4.2.1; 2.5.3.1 and map 4), but others, including those along Kempson
Road, were built upon a former Second World War army camp and later prisoner of war camp (cf.
2.7). The camp was illegally occupied by homeless families on Primrose Day, 19th April 1948. By
the third day 30 of the 50 huts had been occupied; the encroachment was accepted by the
authorities and the area became known locally as 'Primrose Park'. By 1952 houses were being
built in Kempson Road and the families began to be transferred into their new homes.
The eastern portion (north of Haling Road) was developed during the late 20th century and
includes Penkridge Middle School and its extensive playing fields. The school represents the
most northerly development within this part of Penkridge. In the medieval period this area had
formed part of a common known as 'The Marsh' (cf. map 4). Squatting on the edge of the
western side of 'The Marsh' had begun by the early 17th century (cf. 2.5.1.2 and map 19) along
what was later known as Marsh Lane. The Marsh was enclosed under an Act of Parliament in
1827 (cf. 2.6.3.1), but squatter enclosure was extant at this date and survived relatively
unchanged from the late 19th century until the area was developed for housing in the mid and
late 20th century. A couple of earlier houses, associated with the squatter enclosure, but of
unknown date, survive along Marsh Lane. The history of illegal squatting in the area of The Marsh
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was reinvigorated in the late 1940s by the actions of the homeless families in occupying the
former camp (cf. above).
To the south of Haling Road further squatter enclosure existed, although by the late 19th century
the area was principally comprised of paddocks with few buildings. However, the nature of
squatter settlement is such that any part of this area may have contained buildings in the past.
Haling Road was developed with suburban housing in both the mid and late 20th century (cf.
HCT 'Suburban Redevelopment or Infill' on map 19)
The south eastern boundary of the HUCA follows the line of the Staffordshire and Worcestershire
canal (cf. 2.6.5.2) which has been designated as a Conservation Area (cf. map 19 and map 10).
4.8.2 Heritage values
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Evidential value: There is the potential for below ground archaeological
deposits to survive associated with post medieval squatter enclosure in areas of
the HUCA (principally along Marsh Lane and Haling Road) and particularly with
the extant early houses. Subsequently development across most of this area of
interest is likely to have impacted to a degree upon the survival of the
archaeology, but this is currently untested.

Low

Historical value: The legible heritage assets comprise the Staffordshire and
Worcestershire canal to the south east of the HUCA and a few early houses on
Marsh Lane associated with earlier squatter settlement. The history of squatter
enclosure is a long one within the HUCA and links into the social history of the
impact of the Second World War upon the local community.

Medium

Aesthetic value: The historic character of the HUCA predominantly
compromises mid and late 20th century housing. The earlier houses and the
canal all contribute to the local sense of place. The importance of the canal to
the wider landscape and history of the county has been acknowledged in its
designation as a Conservation Area. The HUCA forms part of its setting.

Medium

Communal value: The canal provides an important community facility and is a
key tourist attraction. Consequently the canal is important as a focus for
sustainable tourism and an opportunity to enhance the history of Penkridge.

Medium
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4.8.3 Recommendations
The heritage significance and values have identified that the HUCA is largely characterised by
modern housing estates of mid and late 20th century date. A couple of houses on Marsh Lane
indicate earlier settlement which existed in this area from at least the 17th century. The
Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal is an important focus for heritage and tourism.
The sympathetic restoration or enhancement of the historic buildings, would strengthen the
historic character and the quality of the wider townscape and history of Penkridge for the
benefit of this and future generations (Bullet Point 10 of para 17 (Core planning principles) of
NPPF375. The heritage assets also make a positive contribution to the tourist economy of the
town.
The heritage assets could make a positive contribution to economic regeneration of the town.
In particular the promotion of the re-use of historic buildings to contribute to sustainable
development is recommended (paras. 126 and 131 of NPFF)376. High quality design which is
sympathetic to the historic built fabric is the key to retaining the local character of the area as
identified in Bullet Point 4 of para. 17 (Core planning principles) and Bullet Point 4 of para. 58
in NPPF.
The Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal and its setting is covered under para. 132 of
NPPF377.
Overall there is a low potential for below ground archaeological deposits to survive within the
HUCA. However, further research may alter our understanding of this potential and where
development may be deemed to result in the loss of heritage assets (whether wholly or in
part) archaeological evaluation and/or mitigation may be required to record and advance the
378
understanding of their significance. This is supported in para. 141 of NPPF .
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4.9 HUCA 9: Cannock Road

© Crown copyright and
database rights 2012
Ordnance Survey 100019422

Map 20:
HCTs and heritage assets

4.9.1 Statement of heritage significance and built character
It has been proposed that Cannock Road may have been planned as part of the medieval town
from the evidence shown on Wyatt's map (1754) (cf. 2.4.1.3 and map 3). However, what is not
clear is to what extent this was a successful part of the town; by 1754 part of the area had clearly
reverted to paddocks (cf. map 6). One area along the Cannock Road was occupied by properties
and these buildings may have formed burgage plots in the medieval period (cf. HCT 'Burgage
Plots' on map 20). The earliest known property within the HUCA lies within this area; Shirlyn
Cottage is a half-timbered property dating to the 17th century379. Until the mid 20th century the
house represented the eastern limits of the town and had possibly done so since the medieval
period. It has been suggested that it was used as a toll house in the 19th century by the turnpike
trust, although a more likely candidate for this is the property lying two doors to the west which
is known as 'The Old Toll Gate Cottage' (cf. 2.6.5.1).
A number of changes occurred within this area during the late 18th and early 19th century. The
Staffordshire and Worcestershire canal passes through the HUCA on a roughly north-south
alignment (cf. 2.6.5.2 and map 20). The canal, a lock and a bridge carrying the Cannock Road
were all constructed in the late 18th century380. The arrival of the canal encouraged further
development in this area, due in part to its location adjacent to the road. This includes a lock
keeper's cottage, also probably late 18th century in date, and the Grade II Listed Boat Inn, which
has been dated to the early 19th century and was probably constructed to serve the boating
381
community . A row of canal side cottages were constructed to the north of the Cannock Road,
whose sole access historically was the canal itself (HCT 'Irregular Historic Plots' on map 20).
Consequently, these early 19th century cottages were probably constructed for workers on the
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canal or possibly those employed by the canal wharf which was established just to the south of
the Cannock Road probably at a similar period382. The latter had comprised a workshop and a
warehouse, which had been dated to circa 1830, these have since been redeveloped with
housing in the late 20th century. The wharfinger's house also survives.
To the west of the canal the Grade II Listed Haling Grove and its parkland were established in the
early 19th century383 (HCT 'Parks and Gardens' on map 20). The gardens survive and make a
significant contribution to the local townscape although the three storey house is no longer in
domestic use. The property and its grounds replaced earlier cottages which stood along
Cannock Road (cf. 2.6.1.3).
Two large detached houses were built upon the north side of Cannock Road in the early 19th
century; they reflect the high status of Haling Grove to the south. Housing expansion pushed
eastwards along Cannock Road in the mid 20th century (cf. map 7). These properties were also
mostly comprised of detached houses. The areas depicted upon HUCA 9 map as HCT 'Suburban
Redevelopment or Infill' relate to detached houses located along cul-de-sacs which were built in
the late 20th century upon the site of earlier houses (cf. map 6).
4.9.2 Heritage values
Evidential value: There is the potential for below ground archaeological
deposits to survive associated with earlier settlement. The presence or absence
of such deposits would enable the medieval extent of the planned town to be
more clearly defined. Subsequent re-development in the 20th century is likely to
have impacted upon the survival of deposits.

Medium

Historical value: The legible heritage assets comprise the historic buildings and
structures associated with the canal in particular as well as the contemporary
large detached Haling Grove and its large gardens. Other historic buildings
survive along Cannock Road, some are likely to be earlier than the late 18th
century and include the 17th century half-timbered Shirlyn Cottage. This
property marked the end of the town by at least the mid 18th century if not from
the medieval period.

High

Aesthetic value: The canal and the associated buildings and structures make a
significant contribution to the local historic character; this includes the Grade II
listed Boat Inn. The Grade II listed Haling Grove and its large mature gardens also
make an important contribution to the local townscape as do the unlisted
properties lining the Cannock Road; which date from the post medieval period to
the two early 20th century detached houses. There has been some
redevelopment during the 20th century, but this does not detract from the
contribution of the heritage assets to the local character. This importance has
been acknowledged in their inclusion in the Penkridge Conservation Area and of
the canal in the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal Conservation Area.

High
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Communal value: The canal provides an important community facility and is a
key tourist attraction. It importance is enhanced within the HUCA by the
collection of associated buildings and structures including the Grade II Listed
Boat Inn. Consequently the canal is important as a focus for sustainable tourism
and an opportunity to enhance the history of Penkridge.

High

4.9.3 Recommendations
The majority of the HUCA lies in one of two Conservation Areas (Penkridge and Staffordshire &
Worcestershire Canal; cf. map 10). The canal and its associated buildings and structures make a
significant contribution to Penkridge's wider townscape and history. Further historic buildings
contribute to the sense of place and in some case perhaps reflect a much longer, possibly
medieval, history.
Where alterations or changes are proposed to historic buildings, whether listed or not, within
the Conservation Areas the applicant should consult the Penkridge Conservation Area
384
Appraisal and the South Staffordshire Conservation Team in the first instance . All of the
385
designated heritage assets and their settings are covered under para. 132 of NPPF .
The sympathetic restoration or enhancement of the historic buildings, would strengthen the
historic character and the quality of the wider townscape and history of Penkridge for the
benefit of this and future generations (Bullet Point 10 of para 17 (Core planning principles) of
386
NPPF . The heritage assets also make a positive contribution to the tourist economy of the
town. Locally important building should be considered for local listing in line with the recent
English Heritage guidance document entitled 'Good Practice for local heritage listing'
387
(2012) .
The heritage assets make a positive contribution to economic regeneration of the town. In
particular the promotion of the re-use of historic buildings could contribute to sustainable
388
development is recommended (paras. 126 and 131 of NPFF) . High quality design which is
sympathetic to the historic built fabric is the key to retaining the local character of the area as
identified in Bullet Point 4 of para. 17 (Core planning principles) and Bullet Point 4 of para. 58
in NPPF.
The Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal and its setting are covered under para. 132 of
389
NPPF .
There is the potential for below ground archaeological deposits to survive across the entire
HUCA. Where development may result in the loss of these heritage assets (whether wholly or
in part) archaeological evaluation and/or mitigation may be required to record and advance
390
the understanding of their significance; this is supported in paras. 128 and 141 of NPPF .
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4.10 HUCA 10: Francis Green Road and Croydon Drive
© Crown copyright and
database rights 2012
Ordnance Survey 100019422

Map 21:
HCTs and heritage assets

4.10.1 Statement of heritage significance and built character
The HUCA is dominated by 20th century suburban expansion and is comprised principally of
semi-detached houses (cf. map 7). This expansion began in the mid 20th century with ribbon
development being laid out along the pre-existing Francis Green Lane (which had led ultimately
to Moor Hall Cottages) and the north side of the pre-existing Filance Lane (cf. HCT 'Suburb' on
map 21). The expansion continued in the late 20th century to cover the majority of the
remainder of the HUCA.
Most of this housing was constructed upon fields which had originated in the medieval period as
part of the open-field system around Penkridge (cf. 2.4.2.1 and map 4). The open fields were
enclosed incrementally during the post medieval period (cf. 2.5.3.1) and it may have been these
changes in land management which led to the construction of the Grade II listed Bowcroft
391
Cottages which lie off New Road . Bowcroft Cottages were probably constructed as one house
in the 17th century and is principally of timber frame construction with painted red brick infill.
There are indications that it had originally been single storey and may represent a new holding to
farm the recently enclosed landscape392. It is not aligned onto the early 19th century New Road,
but an earlier trackway had passed in front of it (as indicated on Wyatt's map of 1754). This
trackway, which left the Market Place at the same point as New Road in the modern townscape,
had probably originated as an access route into the open fields.
In the early 19th century a second property was constructed along its own private drive just to
the south of Bowcroft Cottages. The Grade II listed Rock House, a two storey red brick property, is
an example of a gentleman's residence lying just outside of the town. A large private garden had
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been established at the same time, but this has subsequently been redeveloped (cf. map 6 and
map 21 (HCTs 'Suburban Redevelopment or Infill' and 'Detached Property').
The north eastern portion of the HUCA had probably originated as part of the burgage plots
associated with the medieval planned town (cf. map 3). The burgage plots fronted onto Cannock
Road and Market Street, but the area was redeveloped with housing in the late 20th century (HCT
'Suburban Redevelopment or Infill' on map 21).
4.10.2 Heritage values
Evidential value: There is the potential for below ground archaeological
deposits to survive associated with the small area of burgage plots identified in
the north east of the HUCA. Subsequent redevelopment in the late 20th century
is likely to have had some impact upon their survival. The remainder of the
HUCA formed part of the agricultural economy from the medieval period
onwards.

Medium
(to the
north
east)
Low

Historical value: The legible heritage assets comprise the two Grade II listed
properties lying off New Road. Francis Green Lane and Filance Lane represent
pre-existing routes through the HUCA

Medium

Aesthetic value: The HUCA is dominated by 20th century housing development.
The two Grade II listed properties contribute to the local sense of place, although
Rock House is not visible from any of the roads being located along its own
private drive.

Low

Aesthetic value: Communal value: The properties are private residences and
consequently, from a heritage perspective, the communal value is low.

Low

4.10.3 Recommendations
The heritage significance and values have identified the contribution of the two Grade II listed to
the local character. The majority of the HUCA, however, is dominated by mid and late 20th
century housing development.
Where alterations or changes are proposed to Listed buildings the applicant should consult
the South Staffordshire Conservation Team in the first instance393. All of the designated
heritage assets and their settings are covered under para. 132 of NPPF394.
The survival of the historic buildings strengthens the historic character and quality of the
wider townscape for the benefit of this and future generations (Bullet Point 10 of para 17
(Core planning principles) of NPPF395.
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There is the potential for below ground archaeological deposits to survive with a small area of
the HUCA. Where development may result in the loss of these heritage assets (whether
wholly or in part) archaeological evaluation and/or mitigation may be required to record and
advance the understanding of their significance; this is supported in paras. 128 and 141 of
396
NPPF .

89

397

Staffordshire HER: PRN 20395

4.11 HUCA 11: Princefield and Wolgarston
© Crown copyright and
database rights 2012
Ordnance Survey 100019422

Map 22:
HCTs and heritage assets

4.11.1 Statement of heritage significance and built character
The HUCA is dominated by a large late 20th century housing development for which a new road
was constructed linking the Cannock Road and the Wolverhampton Road; thus effectively bypassing the historic core. Apart from housing (HCT 'Suburb' on map 22) several other
components comprise this development. They include an area of woodland (HCT 'Broadleaved
Woodland') and public open space (HCT 'Other Parkland'); as well as services such as the
Princefield First School (HCT 'Educational Facility') on the former alignment of Francis Green Lane.
The larger Wolgarston High School, which lies at the eastern limit of modern Penkridge, was
constructed at an earlier period in the mid 20th century. To the far east of the HUCA the M6, built
in the early 1960s, divides the High School from the remainder of the settlement.
The housing was constructed upon fields, the majority of which had formed part of the open
field system in the medieval period (cf. 2.4.2.1 and map 4). Ridge and furrow earthworks had
existed within the HUCA until the late 20th century; these features fossilised the evidence of the
ploughing relating to this agricultural system397. The open fields were enclosed incrementally in
the post medieval period (cf. 2.5.3.1 and map 5). An area of squatter enclosure had been
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established upon an area of former common land known as Boscomoor (lying to the north of
Wolgarston Way cf. map 5).
The late 18th century Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal, a Conservation Area, crosses
through the HUCA (cf. map 22 and 2.6.5.2) where three canal bridges and a lock survive. The
Cross Keys Public House is the earliest surviving building in the HUCA; it has been dated to the
18th century and its formerly rural location adjacent to the canal suggests it was constructed to
serve the boating community398.
4.11.2 Heritage values
Evidential value: The HUCA had formed part of the agricultural economy of the
town from at least the medieval period.

Low

Historical value: The legible heritage assets within the HUCA are all associated
with the late 19th century Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal and include the
Cross Keys Public House.

Medium

Aesthetic value: The character of the HUCA is dominated by a late 20th century
housing estate and its associated components. It is cut by two lines of
communication; the 20th century M6 and the late 18th century canal. The canal
and its associated structures, which includes the Cross Keys Public House make
an important contribution to the local sense of place. The importance of these
heritage assets to the wider townscape has been acknowledged in the
designation of the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal.

Medium

Aesthetic value: The canal provides an important community facility and is a key
tourist attraction. It importance is enhanced within the HUCA by the collection
of associated buildings and structures including the Cross Keys Public House.
Consequently the canal is important as a focus for sustainable tourism and an
opportunity to enhance the history of Penkridge.

High

4.11.3 Recommendations
The HUCA is dominated by late 20th century housing development and its associated
landscaping and services. However, the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal, a Conservation
Area, makes a significant contribution to the wider townscape and local history.
The survival of the historic buildings strengthens the historic character and quality of the
wider townscape for the benefit of this and future generations (Bullet Point 10 of para 17
(Core planning principles) of NPPF399.
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The Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal and its setting is covered under para. 132 of
NPPF400.
Overall there is a low potential for below ground archaeological deposits to survive within the
HUCA. However, further research may alter our understanding of this potential and where
development may be deemed to result in the loss of heritage assets (whether wholly or in
part) archaeological evaluation and/or mitigation may be required to record and advance the
understanding of their significance. This is supported in para. 141 of NPPF401.
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4.12 HUCA 12: Boscomoor
© Crown copyright and
database rights 2012
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Map 23
HCTs and heritage assets

4.12.1 Statement of heritage significance and built character
The HUCA is dominated by large-scale industrial and retail development which principally dates
to the late 20th century. The earliest industrial development, smaller in scale, lies on the
southern side of Boscomoor Lane and was constructed in the mid 20th century. However, the
earliest development along this lane is a row of cottages which probably date to the 19th century
(HCT 'Workers Cottages' on map 23). The latter had probably formed part of a small community
based upon a former common known as Boscomoor to the north of the lane (in HUCA 11) and
another row of cottages once stood to the south east (now the site of a mid 20th century
industrial estate).
Map 4 reveals that the majority of the area had probably formed part of the open field system
associated with Penkridge and possibly the smaller settlement of Lyne Hill to the south east (cf.
2.4.2.1) during the medieval period. This field system was enclosed incrementally in the post
medieval period (cf. 2.5.3.1). A small area lying adjacent to what is now Boscomoor Lane appears
to have formed part of the larger area of common land which probably had its origins in at least
the medieval period. The origins of Lyne Hill Farm, demolished in the late 20th century, are
currently unknown.
The former Littleton Colliery mineral railway, constructed circa 1900, forms the southern
boundary of the HUCA (cf. 2.7).
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4.12.2 Heritage values.
Evidential value: The HUCA had principally formed part of the agricultural
economy from at least the medieval period. There is the potential for below
ground archaeological remains to survive associated with Lyne Hill Farmstead.

Low

Historical value: The row of 19th century cottages and the line of the early 20th
century railway represent the only known legible heritage assets within the
HUCA.

Low

Aesthetic value: The character of the HUCA is currently represented by largescale development principally 20th century industrial and retail.

Low

Communal value: From a heritage perspective the communal value is
negligible.

Low

4.12.3 Recommendations
The heritage significance and values have identified that there is generally a low heritage
potential within the HUCA.
Overall there is a low potential for below ground archaeological deposits to survive within the
HUCA. However, further research may alter our understanding of this potential and where
development may be deemed to result in the loss of heritage assets (whether wholly or in
part) archaeological evaluation and/or mitigation may be required to record and advance the
understanding of their significance. This is supported in para. 141 of NPPF402.
The line of the former mineral railway is an important feature in understanding the
contribution of the coal industry to the local economy during the 20th century.
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4.13 HUCA 13: West of Wolverhampton Road
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Map 24:
HCTs and heritage assets

4.13.1 Statement of heritage significance and built character
The HUCA is dominated by 20th century suburban expansion principally extending along the
Wolverhampton Road (cf. map 24). The majority of the housing dates to the mid 20th century
and is essentially ribbon development; the exception being a small cul-de-sac of semi-detached
properties to the west. An area of public open space (HCT 'Other Parkland' on map 24) was
established during this period to the rear of the cul-de-sac; having once formed part of a brick
and tile works. This portion of the road had attracted earlier development on its eastern side
where early 20th century houses survive (cf. map 7). Housing expansion continued during the
late 20th century with an estate of modest dwellings lying between Bungham Lane and
Wolverhampton Road (Grange Road).
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The majority of the housing within the HUCA was built upon fields; most of which can trace their
origins back to the open field system associated with the medieval town (cf. 2.4.2.1). The open
fields were enclosed incrementally during the post medieval period (cf. 2.5.3.1). However, those
areas identified as HCT 'Suburban Redevelopment or Infill' on map 24 suggest that earlier nonagrarian activity was taking place prior to the 20th century. To the far north of the HUCA, on the
eastern side of Wolverhampton Road, a small area may have formed part of the medieval town
with burgage plots being suggested by the historic mapping (cf. map 4). The opposite side of the
road had formed part of the open field system in the medieval period, but a cattle market was
relocated to the site in the early 20th century.
Just to the north of Bungham Road a short row of probable mid 19th century cottages survive.
They were once associated with a large detached house known as 'The Grange', which was
redeveloped by the Grange Road housing estate in the late 20th century (map 6).
4.13.2 Heritage values
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Evidential value: There is the potential for below ground archaeological works to
survive with the area identified as originating as potential burgage plots to the
north of the HUCA. Subsequent 20th century development may have impacted
upon their survival. The remainder of the HUCA had formed part of the
agricultural economy from the medieval period onwards.

Medium
(to the
north)
Low
across the
remainder

Historical value: There are few legible heritage assets within the HUCA; the
exception is the row of cottages located to the north of Bungham Lane.

Low

Aesthetic value: The character of the HUCA is dominated by mid 20th century
housing development which expanded as ribbon development along either side of
Wolverhampton Road. The suburban character was expanded in the late 20th
century with the development of the housing estate to the west of the
Wolverhampton Road.

Low

Communal value: The HUCA is comprised of private dwellings and from a
heritage perspective its value is low.

Low
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4.13.3 Recommendations
The HUCA is dominated by mid and late 20th century housing development; a row of mid 19th
century cottages survive on Bungham Lane.
The survival of the historic buildings strengthens the historic character and quality of the
wider townscape for the benefit of this and future generations (Bullet Point 10 of para 17
(Core planning principles) of NPPF403.
Overall there is a low potential for below ground archaeological deposits to survive within the
HUCA. However, further research may alter our understanding of this potential and where
development may be deemed to result in the loss of heritage assets (whether wholly or in
part) archaeological evaluation and/or mitigation may be required to record and advance the
understanding of their significance. This is supported in para. 141 of NPPF404.
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4.14 HUCA 14: St Michael's Road
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Map 25
HCTs and heritage assets

4.14.1 Statement of heritage significance and built character
St Michael's Road was probably created in the mid 19th century; it is identifiable as a new feature
in the townscape by its straight course. It was undoubtedly constructed to provide easier access
to and from the railway station rather than the route which circumvents St Michael's and All
Angels Church (to the north in HUCA 1). The railway station itself was built in the mid 19th
century and a Station Master is recorded in the town by 1851 (cf. 2.6.5.3 and 2.6.3.2)405.
Housing was slow to colonise the new street; the earliest known properties along the road
occurred on its north eastern side and existed by circa 1880 as gentlemen's residences. Map 7
reveals that the majority of the houses along the south western side of the road were built in the
mid 20th century and are also large detached properties. St Michael's Close represents the final
phase of development being constructed in the late 20th century.
By the mid 18th century the HUCA had comprised paddocks and fields; the latter having formed
part of the open field system by the medieval period (cf. 2.4.2.1 and 2.5.3.1). Little of this earlier
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rural pattern survives with the exception of the allotment gardens (HCT 'Market Gardens or
Allotments' on map 25). The extent and form of this area is clearly visible on Wyatt's map (1754)
where it was also marked as 'Gardens'. This part of the HUCA had lain within the Deanery Manor
by the time of Wyatt's map, whose limits within the town may have been defined in the medieval
(or earlier?) period (cf. map 2). It is possible that this area had formed part of the medieval (or
earlier) religious complex whose form is currently unknown (cf. 2.3.4; 2.4.3 and 2.5.4). Certainly
by 1754 a tithe barn existed, possibly of medieval origin, to the north of the HUCA (cf. map 25).
4.14.2 Heritage values
Evidential value: There is the potential for below ground archaeological remains
to survive associated with the religious house(s) which existed from the early
medieval period onwards. Subsequent development may have impacted upon
their survival. The remainder of the HUCA had formed part of the agricultural
economy from at least the medieval period.

Medium

Historical value: The origins of St Michael's Road is associated with the extant mid
19th century railway station; and therefore with the town's economic and social
history. The extant detached houses along the road form part of this history and
tell us something about the status of the road and the aspirations of the original
inhabitants. The legibility of the area of the allotments is also important to the
history of the town, given the period in which it has been in use as 'gardens'.

High

Aesthetic value: The historic character of St Michael's Road reflects the original
status of the road which attracted gentleman's residences and where large
detached properties have continued to be constructed during the 20th century.
The majority of the housing dates to the mid and, in the case of St Michael's Close,
the late 20th century.

Medium

Communal value: The HUCA is an important component in understanding
Penkridge's later history, but it can only be appreciated at street level.

Low

4.14.3 Recommendations
The heritage significance and values have identified the importance of St Michael's Road and its
association to the railway in Penkridge's local character and history.
The sympathetic restoration or enhancement of the historic buildings (including the railway
station), would strengthen the historic character and the quality of the wider townscape and
history of Penkridge for the benefit of this and future generations (Bullet Point 10 of para 17
406
(Core planning principles) of NPPF . The heritage assets also make a positive contribution to
the tourist economy of the town.
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407

Ibid.; South Staffordshire & Taylor Young 2009
http://www.sstaffs.gov.uk/your_services/development_management/conservation/
village_design_guide.aspx
408
Ibid.

The heritage assets make a positive contribution to economic regeneration of the town. In
particular the promotion of the re-use of historic buildings could contribute to sustainable
development is recommended (paras. 126 and 131 of NPFF)407. High quality design which is
sympathetic to the historic built fabric is the key to retaining the local character of the area as
identified in Bullet Point 4 of para. 17 (Core planning principles) and Bullet Point 4 of para. 58
in NPPF.
There is the potential for below ground archaeological deposits to survive across the entire
HUCA. Where development may result in the loss of these heritage assets (whether wholly or
in part) archaeological evaluation and/or mitigation may be required to record and advance
408
the understanding of their significance; this is supported in paras. 128 and 141 of NPPF .
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