
Annex 3 – A4 - Detail on National Park Cycle Fund 
 
Vision 
The National Park Cycle Fund will enhance the Pedal Peak II package of new and improved cycle routes 
and will strengthen our partnership work towards being the most cycle accessible national park in the 

World.   
 
It will enhance provision at entry points to the extended cycle network – at key towns and villages. This will 
help the development of a more comprehensive and supportive recreational experience and overall 
contribute to achieving more cycling trips to, from, in and around the Peak District National Park and 
encourage more cyclist spending to support the local economy.  The fund will be open to a wide range of 
applicants including local businesses, parish councils, third sector and community groups who wish to 
provide improved local provision for cyclists. We will seek to concentrate the fund in a few locations, to 
achieve maximum impact. Previous grant schemes demonstrate the strong economic benefits which be 
can achieved from such investment. 
 
What is a cycle hub? 
A ‘cycle hub’ will provide an enhanced range of facilities designed to make an easy and enjoyable cycling 
experience in the key entry points to the cycle routes in this package.  It will meet the needs of day visitors 
and staying cyclists, enabling them to use a hub town as a starting place or base to explore the area by 
bike using a series of circular loops which link up with local tourist attractions, refreshment stops and other 
local businesses (see illustration below). Cycle hub facilities should be high quality and comprehensive and 
might include secure bike parking, enhanced ‘cyclists welcome’ accommodation, local cycle routes, 
puncture repair kits and basic tools to loan, as well as provision of e-bikes or bike bus trailers.        
 

 
 



Who will be able to apply to the fund? 
Grant applicants will need to show how their proposal will support visitors and encourage more cycling to, 
from, in and around the National Park. Priority will be given to schemes close to the cycle routes in this 
package, thus supporting more recreational car free visits relating to the core investment. We envisage the 
grant typically supporting 3 or 4 gateways towns or villages.  The cycle hub fund will also provide support to 
schemes that increase complementary community usage (eg schools and workplaces) of the new cycle 
routes for utility purposes. 
 
Possible applicants include town teams, councils and partnerships, cafes, pubs, shops, attractions and 
accommodation providers, public or community transport operators, schools, health centres and interested 
local residents groups.  Collaborative approaches with locally matched funding are likely to score more 
highly. 
 
What will be the outcomes and benefits of the fund? 

• Improved passage through town centres from the new cycle ways to where cyclists (visitors and 
locals) most want to go e.g. station, visitor centre, parks, main places to eat and of interest. 

• Development of small scale infrastructure schemes will help towns to become cycle friendly.  

• Enhanced visitor experience of the destination with more people cycling, making repeat visits, 
increased spending in the local economy, and more active, healthy lifestyles.  

 
How will the fund be managed? 
The National Park’s online grant system will be used to operate the fund.  The grant system was recently 
reviewed as part of a value for money approach and is now designed so that any additional ring fenced 
pots of money can be added, such as a Cycle Hub Development Fund. The PDNPA has a track record of 
over 30 years of delivering and monitoring grant schemes.  Our experience tells us that a total grant pot of 
£200k (ie including match funding) could be delivered within the timescales. In line with the established 
DEFRA National Park Sustainable Development Fund model we propose retaining 15% of the (£40k) fund 
to ensure that grant applicants can be appropriately supported.  The one off development costs associated 
with slotting the fund into our grant scheme (criteria and website) will be done on an in-kind basis.  Grant 
applicants will be required to locally match fund the grant 30:70 for community sector and 40:60 
businesses, with some scope for in-kind contribution.  In addition, we will match fund this grant with an 
additional £25k from our National Park sustainability grant strand to support parishes located along the 
Tour de France Route, to help them realise lasting legacy benefits.  
  
Experience from the work with businesses and community groups undertaken by PDNPA already suggests 
take up of grants will be positive. 
 
How the proposed cycle hubs grant scheme will work  
The fund will: 

• Use existing networks and contacts to promote and stimulate interest in the cycle hubs development 
fund. 

• Apply scoring criteria to ensure delivery against the Community Linking Places Fund outputs. 

• Be supported by facilitation to develop proposals that are sound, robust and make good business 
sense and hit the DfT’s criteria.   

• Be compliant with National Park Authority standing orders and financial regulations - for example 
the final decision on any grant application is approved by an officer who takes overall responsibility 
for the grant scheme but is not involved with the applicants. This process enables an effective and 
quick grant application, approval and payment process. 

 
 



Annex 4 – A4 - Complementary Schemes 

What Why Value £ Lead organisation 
Bike stands and 
‘Bike’n Go’ cycle hire 
facility 

Developing plans for additional cycling capacity at Buxton 
station on the White Peak loop. 

15k Northern Rail 

Chesterfield LSTF Plans include improvements for cyclists at Chesterfield station 
and a new link from the centre of Chesterfield to Holymoorside, 
close to the national park boundary. 
 

1m (512k coming from DCC 
and 475k from DfT). 

Derbyshire County 
Council 

Cycle Derby cycle 
training 

Increasing participation in cycling in the city. Not known Derby City 

Derby multi-sport 
arena 

This new facility will include a national standard 250 m indoor 
cycling track, and a 1.5km outdoor enclosed road cycle circuit. 
It is due to open by the end of 2014, making the region a hub 
for cycling in all its disciplines. 

27.5 m 
 

Derby City 

Electric Bicycle 
Network 

The Peak District was the location of the 1st electric bike 
network in the UK, bringing the pleasures of cycling within 
everyone’s reach.  
 
In the Peak District there are 16 hire and charge points in the 
region where visitors can rent bikes, as well as top up their 
batteries for free whilst enjoying something to eat, drink or visit. 
For more information see: 
www.electricbicyclenetwork.com/hiring/peakdistrict 

Not known Electric Travel CIC 

Inclusive cycling 
hubs 

Have capital funding to develop three inclusive cycling hubs 
across Derbyshire 

60k Derbyshire Sport 

Mountain bike skills 
training 

Skills training by qualified coaches and delivered at bike skills 
park, trails in the woods onsite and out on trails in the Peak 
District. 
 

Not known Thornbridge 
Outdoors 

New cycle routes Better off road links and more connected trails are planned 
giving new access on National Trust estates to places cyclists 
are not normally allowed. 

Not known National Trust 

One year Sky Ride 
package with British 
Cycling 

Mass participation rides. Not known Derby City and 
British Cycling 

Village Games Potential partnership on sports development community 
projects (includes cycling) 

840,874 Community Sports 
Trust 

Total  29,400,889  




