Perton History
Perton, from ‘Pear Town’ after the pears that once grew in the area, was once owned by
Edward the Confessor. In 1086 The Domesday book lists Perton as under the ownership
of the Abbot of Westminster. Perton passed through the ownership of many notable lords
until it was purchased by James Leveson in 1523 a Wolverhampton merchant. It was
then passed to his grandson Sir Walter Leveson. His son and heir was Richard Leveson
a sailor aboard the Ark Royal in the Royal Navy who fought against the Spanish Armada.
He was appointed Vice Admiral of England in 1604. Perton Manor came into the
Wrottesley family in 1662 when Sir Walter Wrottesley purchased it from Richard, Earl of
Dorset. Sir Walter Wrottesley’s ancestor Lord John Wrottesley was a founder member of
the Royal Astronomical Society and a President of The Royal Society. He constructed an
observatory near Wrottesley Hall, the ruins of which are sited in a copse of trees visible
from the A41.
During WW II Perton was used as an RAF base and training station. Dutch troops were
also based at Perton during WWII and many remains of their camp and RAF Perton are
still visible. Eastern European refugees occupied the Dutch camp until 1950. In 1972 the
site of RAF Perton was sold by the Mander family and a large new village has grown up
on the site.
Points of interest on this walk include:
Perton Lake
Cranmoor and remains of RAF Perton
Packhorse trail
Nurton Hill
Old Wrottesley Park and Wrottesley Hall
For more information about Perton’s local history why not visit Perton Library:
Severn Drive
Perton
Wolverhampton
WV6 7QU
01902 755794
perton.library@staffordshire.gov.uk

For more information about Walking for Health and other walks in your area visit:
www.walkingforhealth.org.uk
Explore Staffordshire’s history at www.staffspasttrack.org.uk
For more information about Staffordshire Libraries please visit:
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libraries or www.facebook.com/staffordshirelibraries
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A circular walk from Perton Library of
about 8 miles

Perton Library Local History Walk
A circular walk departing from Perton Library follows the streets of Perton out to Cranmoor, exploring remnants of RAF Perton,
along The Staffordshire Way to Great Moor. The walk then turns north, passing through Nurton Hill before returning to Perton
Library via Wrottesley Old Park.
The walk includes crossing some moderately busy and quiet roads, sometimes with no footpath, so please take care for traffic.
There are some minor to moderately steep inclines on the route although much of the route is well trodden. There are a number
of stiles. Take care when crossing fields occupied by livestock.
Perton Library is situated on Severn Drive, close to the centre of Perton. There is a large free car park.
Directions:
Leaving Perton Library turn left and walk around the west side of the lake on the path until reaching The Parkway.
Cross The Parkway at the pedestrian crossing and walk down St. Andrew’s Drive and Hoylake Drive and follow a small
path into the woodland park. Cross the busy Wrottesley Road by the farm shop.
Follow the road up to Cranmoor, passing numerous original and converted RAF buildings. Follow the diverted footpath
through the new development to the large information board displaying a map of RAF Perton during WW II.
Follow the Staffordshire Way, turning right at a golf course, until reaching a road at Farthing Hill. There is a Monarch’s
Way sign here.
Cross the road and follow the old packhorse trail and footpath to Great Moor. Pass through the hamlet and turn left onto
the footpath. Follow this footpath over a stream and several stiles to New Buildings Farm. Here cross the road and
proceed up Warstone Hill Road where you join a bridle path on the bend.
Follow the footpath to Nurton Hill and turn right down the road. This is a quiet road, but please take care as there is no
footpath. Follow Nurton Hill Road until it reaches a roundabout. Turn right and shortly after right again down a footpath
which passes through a pleasant wooded area.
Turn left at the corner of the woodland and walk north towards Wrottesley Old Park. Turn right and follow the footpath/
bridle paths towards The Bradshaws.
Walk around the North of the small lake with Wrottesley Hall on your left and then turn right onto the Staffordshire Way
which you can follow back to Cranmoor.
Retrace your steps to Perton Library.

