Codsall History
Codsall is recorded in The Domesday Book of 1086 as having a population of 6,
nearby Oaken of 8. The population only increased very slowly to 1452 by 1901.
There is some evidence of early settlement in the Medieval period at two moated
sites, one at Wood Hall Farm and another at Moor Hall. There is also a Leper
Well near Gunstone, dating from 1686. Codsall’s oldest building is St Nicholas’
Church which dates in part from the C12th although has undergone many
enhancements since. Much of Codsall was originally centred on and around the
hill where the church stands. There was a windmill, pub, blacksmith, bakery and
village pond. With the arrival of the railway in 1849 and the construction of
Codsall Station the hub of the village gradually moved down the hill into the
present village square and surrounding area.
Points of interest on this walk include:
Oaken—Oaken Lodge, Oaken Manor
Oaken Lawn
Hushpins Bridge
Wood Hall Farm Moat
St. Nicholas’ Church
The Leper Well
For more information about Codsall’s local history why not visit Codsall Library:
Wolverhampton Road
Codsall
Staffordshire
WV8 1PX
01902 842764

codsall.library@staffordshire.gov.uk
For more information about Walking for Health and other walks in your area visit:
www.walkingforhealth.org.uk
Explore Staffordshire’s history at www.staffspasttrack.org.uk
For more information about Staffordshire Libraries please visit:
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libraries or www.facebook.com/staffordshirelibraries
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A circular walk from Codsall Library
of 7 miles

Codsall Library Local History Walk
A circular walk departing from Codsall Library follows the streets of Codsall out to Oaken Lawn along The
Monarch’s Way to Codsall Wood. The walk then returns to the outskirts of Codsall at St Nicholas’ Church before
heading out to Gunstone to pass by The Leper Well, returning to Codsall via The Staffordshire Way and footpaths
back to Codsall Library.
The walk includes some moderately busy and quiet roads, sometimes with no footpath, so please take care for
traffic. There are some minor to moderately inclines on the route and a number of stiles. Much of the route is well
trodden. Take care when crossing fields occupied by livestock. Codsall Library is situated on
Wolverhampton Road. There is a large free car park.
Directions:
From Codsall Library walk up Histons Hill over the railway Bridge and turn right down Queens Gardens and
down an alleyway at the end of this cul-de-sac.
Cross the main road and walk up Oaken Lanes, passing Lower Lodge and Springfield House. Turn right at the
telephone box down Middle Lane. (The Monarch’s Way)
Follow footpath signs along The Monarch’s Way, crossing roads where needed, passing Oaken Lawn Farm,
Hushpins Bridge.
Emerge on Hushpins Lane and continue to follow footpath signs past Wood Hall Farm where the remains of a
moat can be seen.
This lane emerges onto a busy road opposite Pendrell Hall where care must be taken. Follow this road into
Codsall Wood, turning right at the pub and right again at the bottom of this short road. Pass St Peter’s, the
mission church, and continue down the quiet lane until a footpath on the right. Follow the footpath to
St. Nicholas’ Church in Codsall, passing by the cemetery.
From St. Nicholas’ Church walk NE along the road which becomes a pleasant footpath which can be followed
until reaching Whitehouse Lane near Gunstone. Turn right and walk up this lane. The Leper Well is on the
right hand side. Continue down this lane until you reach Gunstone Hall.
Follow the Staffordshire Way footpath back to Codsall and take Sandy Lane, Drury Lane, Walton Gardens
back onto Wolverhampton Road. Walk back to Codsall Library.

