
Staffordshire County Council’s Planning Committee 
 
 
 
Policy on Requests for the Deferral of the Determination of Planning Applications 
 
1. The County Council will on receipt of a written request for the deferral of the 

determination of a planning application prior to its consideration by the Planning 
Committee accede to that request only where the following criteria are met: 

 
(a) the request is received in writing no later than 12.00 noon on the day before 

the Committee meeting; and 
 
(b)  the basis for the deferral request and all supporting information is set out in 

full (requests for extensions of time to enable the applicant to submit further 
information in support of the deferral will not be accepted); and 

 
(c) the deferral request will not lead to the determination of the application being 

delayed beyond the next suitable Planning Committee 
 

The only exception will be where the request proposes a significant amendment 
to the applications. An outline of the nature of the intended amendment and an 
explanation of the reasons for making it must be submitted with the deferral 
request. The full details of the amendment must be submitted within 28 days of 
the request being accepted by the Committee, failing which the Committee 
reserve the right to determine the application on the basis of the original 
submission as it stood before the applicant’s request was made. 

 
2. Under no circumstances will the County Council accept a second request for 

deferral of an application. 
 
3. The County Council will not object to applicants formally withdrawing applications 

before they are determined whether they are applications being considered for 
the first time or following an accepted deferral request. 

 
 
[This policy is reproduced on the ‘agenda frontsheet’ – see Note 2] 


