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Impact Assessment Toolkit for equal opportunities and inclusion: reporting grid

	NAME OF REVIEW


	Medication Policy

	Focus for EO & I Impact Assessment (tick relevant box)
	Policy
	Procedure
	Guidance
	Strategy
	Plan
	Service

	
	In prep.
	3 yr. review
	In prep.
	3 yr. review
	In prep.
	3 yr. review
	In prep.
	3 yr. review
	In prep.
	3 yr. review
	3 yr. review

	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	What is the service/ document designed to achieve (i.e. what are its aims and objectives)?
	Policy and  procedure to assist Managers and appropriate designated staff to administer medication to service users ensuring compliance with the legal requirements and maintaining the rights of the service user.  

This is the first medication policy applicable to the whole of the Directorate.
	Is the policy/service, etc., being subjected to Impact Assessment (tick)

	
	
	General
	Neutral
	Designed to promote EO & I

	
	
	(
	
	

	How many people are likely to be affected by the policy/service?
	All service users of Adult Provider Services and Children and Families Provider Services
	What are the  amounts of money involved (and whose money)?
	Adult Provider Services Budget

and Children and Families Provider Services

	What is the likelihood of the policy/service impacting differentially (positively/negatively) on different people, groups or communities because of:

	Factors relating to ethnicity, culture, language, religion, gender, sexuality, disability, age etc.
	Other minorities within the target population who might be disadvantaged by the policy or service operation


	Unintended impacts on other people or communities outside the target population



	Care has been taken to minimise disadvantage which may arise from communication difficulties or for people whose first language is not English.  

In order to ensure that people are as informed as possible , advice is given to involve interpreters     where appropriate, and also to translate certain information.


	The disadvantage is greatest for those with greater disabilities affecting their capacity to absorb such information or to make informed choices.  The document attempts to protect their welfare.


	

	Key questions
	Evidence
	Comments
	Improvement recommendations

	What are the public policy implications of the proposals and is this a politically sensitive or high profile matter?


	The proposals are in line with the County Council’s inclusion and equalities schemes.
	If it is high profile or politically sensitive, make sure your evidence is robust.
	

	Is equal access sufficient to ensure equality of outcomes or are there any lawful grounds for the policy or service to discriminate in favour of certain groups, communities or individuals?


	The Policy is not directly concerned with access, but it should make relevant information more accessible to service users and carers.
	If the policy or service will discriminate in favour of certain groups, communities or individuals, you must be sure it is legal.
	

	Can the principles for reversing the phenomenon of inverse care and access, combating exclusion and/or promoting inclusion of specific at risk groups, be justified?


	Yes the Directorate has a responsibility to make information and services available to those who need them within the legislative framework.  It has a specific responsibility for vulnerable and marginalised groups.
	
	

	Who was consulted during this impact assessment?

SDM (Inclusion)

Foster Parents

The East Staffordshire Race Equality Council (comments are awaited.)


	Record of consultation
	Improvement recommendations arising from consultation.

	
	Comments/feedback returned to authors of policy on 14.12.04.

From SDM (Inclusion)
	These comments have been included into an amended document.

Needs also to be further training of staff on cultural and religious needs in relation to medication.

Recommended also that wider consultation take place before finalising the document.

	Policy/service relevance and impact on equal opportunities and inclusion good practice indicators. Does the proposed policy/ service:
	Good practice indicator
	Evidence to substantiate good practice
	Improvement recommendations

	
	Met
	Not met
	
	

	i. does it promote participation in democratic and community life?


	(
	
	The policy supports retaining independence in taking medication thereby promoting participation in democratic and community life.
	

	ii. does it help to provide equal access to 

services, information (including electronic information), and/or employment?


	(
	
	Encourages information to be more widely available about medication to those with communication/language needs.
	

	iii. is equal access sufficient to ensure equality of outcomes? or do we need to target specific communities, neighbourhoods, households or individuals?
	
	(
	
	Further work needs to be done to identify cultural needs regarding medication.

	v. does it promote or celebrate diversity?


	(
	
	Promotes diversity by inclusive advice and information.
	

	v. does it promote good relationships within and between communities?
	N/a
	
	
	

	vi. does it help to prevent social exclusion?
	
	
	
	

	vii. does it help to re-integrate excluded groups into mainstream society?
	N/a
	
	
	

	viii. does it provide high quality, inclusive services?


	(
	
	Contributes towards high quality services by ensuring the highest possible standard regarding administration of medication.
	Specific monitoring needs to be carried out with service users and carers to obtain feedback when the new policy is in operation.
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