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Point of Sale Advertising of Tobacco 
 
Guidance notes for the Point of Sale Advertising of Tobacco 
 
This guidance note is intended for retailers of tobacco products. Separate guidance is 
available for Specialist Tobacconists and sales of tobacco from Vending Machines. 
 
From December 21

st
 2004, new regulations, The Tobacco Advertising and Promotion 

(Point of Sale) Regulations 2004 come into force. These Regulations strictly control the 
amount of advertising permitted where tobacco products are sold.  
 
These new regulations will ensure that advertising of tobacco, which has already been 
banned on billboards and in newspapers and magazines, is now very strictly controlled at 
the Point of Sale, with the maximum area of advertising being restricted to A5 in size, in 
total for all brands. (Half the size of this A4 guidance note).  
 
It will be an offence to advertise in any way other than within the strictly controlled 
guidelines.  
 
 

WHAT WILL THIS MEAN? 
In practical terms, you will no longer be able to advertise tobacco products within your 
premises other than at point of sale and any advertising that you do will be restricted to an 
A5 size in total for all brands available.  
 

Posters in shop windows, sandwich boards outside premises, awnings that carry a tobacco 
brand or logo that advertise tobacco products will be therefore be prohibited.  
 

WHAT IS MEANT BY POINT OF SALE? 
This is the point where your gantry or display unit is fixed. You may therefore advertise at 
this place but no where else in the premises. If you have more than one point of sale within 
the premises then you may only advertise at one point. (If the premises are occupied by 
more than one business, then each business within the premises may have one point of 
sale).  



WHAT SORT OF ADVERT CAN I HAVE? 
The advert must be 2 dimensional and may be one single advert or several provided that 
the total area does not exceed A5 in size. 
 
The advert can include the following information:  
 

• the name, or emblem or any other feature of the tobacco product 

• the price of a packet and the size that the price relates to 
 
The advert must include the warning :  
 
"Smoking Kills "or "Smoking seriously harms you and others around you"  
 
and  
 
"NHS Smoking Helpline 0800 1690169"  
 
You may not have any advertisement that is displayed electronically on a screen or 
contains a moving image or background or an image that changes colour or is lit by flashing 
lights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Further business advice and information can be obtained from: 
 
Staffordshire Trading Standards 
14 Martin Street, Stafford, ST16 2LG 
Tel: 08453 303 313 
Minicom: 01785 854156 
Email: businessadvice@staffordshire.gov.uk 
Or visit our website at: http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/business/tradingstandards/ 
 
 
All of our information leaflets are available in a range of formats and languages, 
including Braille and large print. If this would be useful to you or someone you know, 
please contact us. 
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